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TCDXA was wellrepresented at tHaterna-
tional DX Convention held at Visalia, Califor-
nia, April 1719. GlennW@GJ delivered the
keynote presentation at the Sunday morning
breakfast.

Don Miller, exW9WNV, nowAEG6IY , re-
counted some of his DXpeditions, and shared his
accomplishments and regrets with a large audi-
ence. Don expressed an interest in getting back
into DXing, once again. An interesting exposé of
Don Mill erdés paWAGAUDYy Hu
can be viewedhere=>

Photos courtesy of KZIR

Glenn, W@GJ, Paul, WGAIH & Glenn, W@GJ, delivered the
Ralph, KGIR keynote presentation at the
Sunday morning DX breakfast.


http://www.tcdxa.org
http://www.tcdxa.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.ncdxf.org/
http://www.tcdxa.org/
http://www.ve1dx.net/Stories/W9WNV.html

TCDXA at Dayton 2015

Photos courtesy of Al Dewey, KBAD

Bob, WZEK and Gary, K@GX parked in their
normal Dayton fleamarket spot.

Famous TCDXA DXpeditioner and MWA contester
Ralph, KGIR was spotted at breakfast in the Crown
Plaza with fellow K1N and FT5ZM teammates.

There were four lines, each several people long,
at the Elecraft booth waiting to place their order.
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The free hats are always a big hit
at the Yaesu booth.
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Member News

DXing efforts by Jeff Martin, W@JM
pay off with two new DXCC awards.
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TCDXA OLD
TIMERS LUNCH
at Maynardds i n EX

Left to right:
Dave, KGIEA; Don, ND@M;
Dick, WATRF; Jim, K&JUH;
Tom, W@ZR & Dennis, KFGQR

Health and Welfare Report

Mike Sigelman, K@BUD, TCDXA President

Mike was scheduled for back surgery on Thursday, June 4™. Hebds been experi
severe back pain for several months, and hopes this procedure will provide relief.

Surgery took place at Abbott Northwestern Hospital, and required an overnight stay.

Our best wishes to Mike for a speedy recovery!
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Hello Members, '

Please join me in thanking Dave West&@IEA for his many years of volunteer BOD
service to the club. Dave continues to handle the printing and mailing of the Me|

ship Certificate to new members, and, most recently, the nawhted Certificate of Me ssage
Appreciation for program guest speakers. Thanks Dave for a job well done!

I n case you hadn 0 nhewymghicsoetde TCOXA eahtite Board
new Viking logo with a border and bold vertical text should improve visibilityon [ '\

QSL cards and websites. The design was selected by the Directorsona3to 2" ___.

Thanks to everyone who helped out in my absence
June meeting, due to minor back surgery. Reminder: No meetings in July & August . . . See you this fall.

73,
Mike Sigelman, K&BUD
President, TCDXA

TWIN CITY DX ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE
DAVE WESTER, KOIEA

Issued the 20th day of June, 2012

TCDXA
Twin City DX Association
Minnesota...Land of 10,000 Lakes

Cafntof Uit

Presented to: DAVE SUMNER, K1ZZ, ARRL CEO
For his Skype presentation of “The Art of Ham Radio Now and

TCDXA MISSION STATEMENT
The club mission, Dollars for DX, is designed to support DXing and ma-
Jor DXped by providing financial Annual
tions (dues) from members are the major source of funding for the %=
mission. The TCDXA is a non-profit organization as described in Sec
tion 501 (c ) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

in the Future” program at the TCDXA meeting January 19, 2015

. e
THRANA YU

TWIN CITY DX ASSOCIATION ) TWIN CITY DX ASSOCIATION
pls/StPaul, Minnesota ) M'nnesota K pls/StPaul, Minnesota j
New Colored Logo Retired Logo New Black & White Logo
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COQWW CW and a Winter in Southeast Asia

by Tony Wanschura, KM@O

outheast Asia has been in my blood for quite a whil
now. | met my wife Deb, who had traveled there severa
times, in 2000. | had never been there, and Deb never
missed an opportunity to tell me what a wonderful part o
the world it is, and how much she loved being there. S
took a temporary teaching gig in Phnom Penh, Cambod
in 2006, and we were married there in January of 2007.
While in Cambodia, | rode the bus south to Sihanoukuvillg
on the coast to operate CQWW CWxdd7MWA from a
rental station on a hilltop over the Gulf of Thailand (see
page 10 of thélarch, 2003rayLine).

In Sihanoukville | discovered that one of the best thin
about travel in Southeast Asia is the people you meet, e
pecially the hams. Once introduced, you're friends fore
| met Wim,XU7TZG, an expat from Belgium with a sta-
tion near my operating location. Chang21EIC, was
there with a small group of Thai hams who were trying t
be the first group ever to communicate from XU by satel
lite. Also there, visiting Wim and recuperating from a
badly broken leg, was Bruce Ault, thEhV1B. It was
from Bruce's new home in Danang, Vietnam, that | woul
operate CQWW CW in 2014.

My plan for Danang was to arrive a few days early for
antenna work, do the contest and some social networkir
with Danang's expat community, then fly to Bangkok to
join Deb for a month each in Myanmar and Laos. With
Bruce's help, | had my 3W30 license in hand by early fg
and was looking forward to doing my first ever SE Asia
CQWW trip without having to carry a radio. Everything
was set. Bruce had an D00, Quadra, a hex beam, ang
reportedly very quiet location. | would bring a computer
small bag of accessories, and a homebrew loaded 40/8(
meter dipole that would fit half on Bruce's roof and half
sloping downward, stealthily, to an adjacent vacant lot.

e
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CAU LAC 30 vO TUYEN N M CONG HOA XA 101 CHU NGHIA VIET NAM
NGHIEP DU VIET NAM p L R
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GIAY UY QUYEN
SU DUNG GIAY PHEP VO TUYEN DIEN NGHIEP DI

Ciu lgc bO VO tuyén dién nghiép du Vigt Nam ddng ¥ dy quyen cho:
@,‘1 dthony  Wamschurs | ngay sinb 16 -03. 191 _
Quec dod Ush | Wo Cludl 48" 474058 iM.
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Car 30 phdp 1y cdia gidly dy quyén nay dwa theo diém 7 did u 21 cia Qui dink hogt ddng
0 tuyén dign nghi¢p du do BY Thong tin va Truyén thong ban hanh kém theo Quyét
dinh 38 182008/QEV BTTT ngay 04/04/2008.

Ching 10i xéc nhin ring tit ci thiét bj ma'y moc trong gifly phép 0&u thudc s hitu cia
ngudi duse dy quyén

Ngudi dugsc dy quyen phii sfin sing tinh biy gify hO chi€u nhy thi thyc xult nhip
cinh cila Viét Nam, gify phé p a4 néu trén, gify dy quy® n ndy vi chimg chi khai thic
vién VTDND cila minh cho cén bd chinh quyén dia phuong néu o6 yéu clu

Nguii dutse dy quy@n phii chifp hinh nghiém chinh nhilmg didu trong gifly phép va qui
dinh boat d0ng VTDND ciéia BS Thong tin vA Truy®n thong.
Gifly iy quyen ndy c6 gié trj tf nghy U’/U/.zomd(n gy .vo/u/zp(q-

4w lgc b) VTOND Vigt Nam

Bruce's new home in Danang is very different from

what we're used to here in the USA. The differences are Vietham Amateur Radio License for 3W30.

largely dictated by lot size. Lots are only 5 meters wide, but
quite deep. There are no setback rules, so most houses are built right up to the lot line. To create a livable 1
ily space by western standards, you need to build up four or five levels or more, and be creative.
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How is a 16.500t wide house laid out? Take
Bruce's place, which measures 16.5 x 75 feet. The
lowest (street level) floor is for parking, usually a car
and a motor bike or two, behind a gated wall. One
floor up, you'll have storage; all that stuff that you

don't want or need to carry up and down the multiple | 1

flights of stairs, a sort of abosground "basement”
space. Level three is for living, with a large living
room at one end and a kitchen at the other. At this
height, you're usually above the rooftops of most sur-
rounding buildings, so there will be lots of windows to

let in light and air.

Bruce's QTH from the street The hex beam is Just
visible atop the far left (rear) corner of the roof.
That's a separate home on the left.

Bedrooms are on the fourth level. The next level is
part indoors and part out. The indoor area is laundry
and storage. The outdoor areas (to the front and rear
of the laundry) are for rooftop gardening, barbecuing,
relaxing with a beer, enjoying the view over the
neighboring rooftops, or for antenna mast mounting.
Above the laundry, on the flat roof, is a large water
tank and a satellite dish antenna.

n_ The Gray Line Report

On the third level of Bruce's place,
looking towards the kitchen.

On the third level, looking towards the living
room. That's the "shack" against the far wall.

|
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The outside beer and barbecue space
on the top floor.
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Looking through the hex-beam Bruce on the rooftop,

on the short path to North America. repairing a burnt hex-beam element.
You can see by now that just a short mast atop a We were stumped as to the cause. We knew it

house like this easily puts an antenna at 60+ feetabowwa s n 6t excessi ve power ,
ground. That's good. But whatever antenna you put Leo's diagnosis was coronal discharge, and we ac-
up needs a small footprint, because people are sensi- cepted that for lack of any other explanation. Leo

tive about anything that hangs over the edges of the knew of only one other instance of a hex beam suffer-
lot. After a sympathetic friend purchased the lot next ing similar damage, and that was in KH6. Maybe a
door and built a much lower home there, Bruce was combination of heat, humidity, salt air and rainy

able to fit in a KIO hex beam. Twenty meters through weather was to blame. Fortunately, by late Novem-
10 were taken care of. The hex beam was bringing ber, Danang was entering its winter weather pattern,
him excellent reports from all over the globe, but 40  with lower temperatures and humidity. We hoped
and 80 were a challenge. we'd seen the last of the burnt cords. (Note: Leo at
KIO is working on a permanent solution.) We re-

maybe it's Murphy's Law. A month or so before the placed two damaged elements with the new ones, and

: . repaired a third damaged element using parachute
contest, Bruce contacted me with worrying news. Por- , L " .
. ) . cord, being careful to maintain critical spacing be-
tions of the wire elements of his new hex beam had .

tween the element tips. The hex beam, we hoped,
burned up and separated. He needed me to order a
. was good to go.

couple of new element wires from Leo at KIO, and
bring them with me to Danang. To Leo's credit, the Coming up with an effective antenna for 40 and 80
new wire elements arrived very promptly. In the meanpresented a challenge. Back home, | had built a
time, Bruce had taken down and examined the ele- loaded 40/80m dipole that I'd hoped to use in 3W. At
ments more closely, and found that it wasn't the wires home, after a bit of trimming, | was able to get the
that had burned up, but the cord that connected the SWR on both bands down to around 2.5:1 at a test
inward-folded element ends. height of ten feet above ground. | thought we could
certainly do better later, and pretty easily, with the
antenna in place in 3W.

What is it they say about best laid plans? Or,

On Bruce's rooftop, though, we could not get the
< SWR below 5:1. Possibly it was too close to the wa-
~ ter tank, or to something in the wall or roof of the

4 4 [ house. Bruce had a B&W folded dipole in storage.
One of the burnt element tip spacer cords Advertised as a short, continuous coveragd @dne-
repaired with parachute cord. ter antenna, itos the ont

\
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center of the top wire (and known to some as a B&W
dummy load). So, we threw it up in place of my di-
pole. The SWR was good, and it seemed to hear well

ST

e

The world from SE Asia. That's South America
spread across the west, south and north.

Bruce had a station computer, but | brought my
own, though not the same netbook computer that I'd
traveled with in the past. I'd be traveling extensively
through four countries over®2 months, so | wanted
something lighter and smaller that would serve as an
e-book reader, a music player, and also run Windows
applications like N1MM Logger. | decided on a
Lenovo Miix2 8" Windows 8.1 tablet. Doing a DX
contest on an 8" tablet might sound silly, but there
were really only five N1MM windows that | would
need to have open. Most important were the Entry
and Logging windows. Besides those, | needed the
Check Partial and Score windows, plus the Grayline
window to remind me of best times for band changes
and openings. | added an external compact keyboard
just for the contest. The Miix2 was the only Windows
8.1 tablet | could find that would allow me to connect
both a charger and other USB peripherals (like a key-

Contest setup.
The 8" Lenovo tablet worked flawlessly and pro-
vided all the screen space | needed.

right after a solid night's sleep. | started out on 10
meters by working a combination of JAs and NA,
with a few SA stations mixed in. Two or three hours
later, 10 meters deteriorated into its usual daytime
doldrums, and | dropped down to 15 for a diet of
mostly JAs and other Asians, with occasional Afri-
cans and South Americans. The sound of the South
American stations in SE Asia, sort of piping and flut-
tery as if bouncing over water from a great distance
(which they are), is like no other. Just be prepared to
swing that beam around!

Later, the Middle East and eastern EU joined the
mix, and | bounced between 10 and 15, trying to keep
the rate up while adding new band/multipliers. After
about 2000 local, 20 meters was the place to be, with
a good mix of EU, AS and the bigger NA stations
like K3LR andK@RF. Then, after 2200 | alternated
20 and 40 for AS, EU and for several more very wel-
come NA zeredistrict contacts including the usual
big guns, but also several of the smaller stations like
KATI , KBQC, andNZBK. Sadly, the B&W dipole

lived up to its alias on 80, with just three contacts in

three countries. Eighty meters is tough from SE Asia.
You need a gain antenna and a lot of power to be
heard through the QRM in EU or NA under contest

board) at the same time, and its small size made it easgonditions, and 40 is always more productive.

to position on the desk, so as to not block my view of
the radio.

Contesting from Vietnam is different than from the
USA. CQWW begins at 0700 local time. | can't tell

| mentioned "daytime doldrums" on 10 meters.
Actually, it's not just 10, it's all bands. Noise can be a
big problem when operating from some cities, but it's
more than that. It was something I'd noticed on my

you how good (and different) it feels to begin a contestprevious trips to XU. What | observed, and Bruce

The Gray Line Report June, 2015
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and others confirmed, is this: During certain hours of

the day, hams in SE Asia can be heard by DX stations

around the globe with very strong signals, while the
guys in SE Asia will hear those same DX stations at
levels several ®inits weaker. When looking at DX
spots for Southeast Asian stations, it's not unusual to
see comments like "great signal but no ears." Charley
HS@ZCW, did some research into this, and there
seems to be a sort of emay absorption that is proba-

bly related to a feature of the earth's magnetic equator

called theequatorial electrojet There's an informa-

tive animation kere>. The attenuation effect is most
severe between 0900 and 2100 Danang time. During
the contest, | heard no daytime signals from EU or NA
stronger than about S6, and most were quite a bit
weaker, but | was obviously being heard very well.
The very low noise level at Bruce's QTH is the only
reason that the daylight hours were very productive at
all.

T T T
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The equatorial electrojet has a strong effect on
daytime absorption over SE Asia.

Bruce had suggested to me earlier that my visit to
Danang might not end up being "all radio.” He was
right. On Saturday afternoon, | took a couple of hours
away from the contest to attend the annual Danang

expat Thanksgiving dinner. While it did cost me some

contacts, it was a rare opportunity to mingle with the
local expat community of Yanks, Aussies, Kiwis and a

few Europeans, and to partake of a truly amazing vari-

ety of expertly prepared western and Asian foods. At-

Bruce prepares his specialty of brined,
deep-fried turkey for the expat dinner.

So, how did 1 do? In 26 hours of operating, |
logged 2177 contacts in 118 total zones and 270 total
countries, for a score of 1,703,708. EU and NA, and
the many possible contacts those continents represent
are a long distance away. Fortine percent (1091)
of my 2177 QSOs were Asians (of those, 745 were
JASs), vs EU (31%) and NA (14%). JAs, as fellow
Asians, were worth a paltry one point each. It was
not like operating from 9M6 (Oceania), where each
JA counted three points. My best bands were 10 and
15 meters, making up for about 34% of the total each,
followed by 20 meters with 23%. The only station in
my log on all five bands (800) was FreddS@ZAR
(K3Z0O). Many thanks to Bruce for his hospitality
and the use of his fine station!

Now, if you're interested only in the "radio"” por-
tion the trip, you can stop reading here. Unfortu-
nately, there are no hams to visit in Myanmar and

tendees brought their specialties. Bruce's contributionvery few in Laos, but if you're curious about our two
was a couple of brined and deep fried turkeys (difficultmonths in those countries, read on.

to come by in Vietham). The social networking was
as good as the food. Deb and | are considering
Danang as our wintertime home, and the friendly and
interesting people | met convinced me that the idea is
a good one.
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Myanmar

We'd looked forward to Myanmar. Guidebooks
praised the sun, sand and seafood at Ngpalai Beach,
the gigantic balanced rock atop the mountain at



http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Equatorial_electrojet

