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 The KP1-5 Project is pleased to announce that 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has agreed to al-

low an amateur radio operation from Navassa Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge (KP1).  The operation will oc-

cur within the next 18 months, and will be coordi-

nated with USFWS workflow. 
 
 Over the past year, the KP1-5 Project has had nu-

merous meetings with various levels of USFWS management.  Throughout our dis-

cussions, their personnel have been courteous, professional and cooperative.  We 

have been treated with sincere interest and respect, and we believe that amateur ra-

dio operators may now be viewed as partners and not adversaries. 
 
 As with the Desecheo operation in 2009, and in order to be transparent and fair, 

the USFWS has requested proposals for the amateur radio operation from those indi-

viduals and groups that have already applied for a 

Special Use Permit in the past.  The KP1-5 Project 

will submit a proposal, and we hope to be selected 

as we were for our very successful Desecheo 

(K5D) operation. 
 
 We wish to thank USFWS for their decision to 

allow an operation.  Navassa Island is ranked #2 

most-needed DXCC entity by The DX Magazine, 

and #1 by ClubLog. 
 
 Please visit our website for up to date informa-

tion:  http://kp1-5.com. 
 

    The KP1-5 Project   
  Bob Allphin, K4UEE, President 

  Glenn Johnson, WØGJ, Vice-President 

  Mike Thomas, NA5U, Secretary 

  Jim Bass, K5KQI, Treasurer 

http://www.tcdxa.org
http://www.tcdxa.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.ncdxf.org/
http://www.tcdxa.org/
http://kp1-5.com/new/index.htm


TCDXA Welcomes Our New Members 
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Jerry W Rosalius, WB9Z        
Crescent City, IL 

Gary Meyer, WØDYD      
Shakopee, MN 

William S Mitchell, III, AAØEE      
Minneapolis, MN 

Floyd Gerald, N5FG    
Wiggins, MS 

Dale Hagert, WØIR      
Eagan, MN 

George Hartung, W9RFX      
Lino Lakes, MN 

Michael Cizak, WØVTT      
St. Charles, MN 

Michael Malwitz, KDØYOV      
Minneapolis, MN 

Bill Berg, KR9A      
Holmen, MN 

mailto:grivn001@umn.edu


  Annual TCDXA Holiday Meeting - December 15, 2014  
 
 We were recently informed by PUB 42 that the private room we use for 
our meetings will not be available for our holiday get together in Decem-
ber.  Instead, the meeting will be held at Broadway Pizza, 2025 West River 
Road N, Minneapolis. 
  
 PUB 42 appreciates our business and welcomes us back in 2015 with 
no minimum charge for the use of the room.  No minimum charge is a rare 
commodity in todayôs highly-competitive restaurant business.  We antici-
pate itôs only a matter of time before PUB 42 will impose a minimum on us 
for the use of their private room.  
             
                  73,  
                Mike Sigelman, KØBUD, TCDXA President  

Farewell to the TCDXA DX Hog Award  
 

 The DX Hog Award has been retired.  It was fun while it lasted, but itôs 

time to move on. 
 
 The ñHogò first appeared on the scene in 2008.  Over the years, it gave us a 

few giggles, as well as recognition of ñmember hog behaviorò during 17 major 

DXpeditions.  Details are available on the TCDXA website at  

http://www.tcdxa.org/dxhogaward.html. 
 
 If youôre interested in Leaderboards, check out CLUBLOG at 

www.clublog.org/expeditions.php.  Itôs an amazing website that offers a variety of 

reports based on information derived from logs uploaded to their site by major 

DXpeditions and DXers, worldwide.  If youôre not already a CLUBLOG 

member, we urge you to sign up and upload your station logs.  Be sure to indicate your TCDXA club affilia-

tion.   
 

         
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Ron Jones, WBØSOK  
July 13, 2014 

Steve Boller, NØNO   
July 28, 2014 

Rod Rosse, WØBCA  
September 13, 2014 

TCDXA SILENT KEYS 

They will be missedé. 
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Member News 

KBÏEOôs 2013 CQ DX Marathon Results 

ñIt  was the best of times, it was the worst of 

times.ò  This quote from the Tale of Two Cities sums 

up my experience competing in the 2013 CQ DX 

Marathon yearlong contest.  For those not familiar 

with this contest, it is put on by the CQ organization, 

and runs the full calendar year.  The objective is to 

work as many active DX entities and CQ zones as pos-

sible.  The total score for the year is the number of DX 

entities, plus the number of zones worked.  In addition, 

itôs you against the whole worldéand the competitors 

are fierce! 
 
 This is a grueling competition.  If you are serious 

about placing high in the ranks, it is imperative that you get on the air every day.  My strategy was 

to map out all upcoming DX entity activations on my calendar, and fire up the station, daily.  It is 

highly stressful when you know a particular DX entity is going to be activated for only a day or 

two and the propagation is in the tank. 
 
 After the dust settled, I ended up working all 40 CQ zones and 288 of the 294 active entities.  I 

was in the hunt for two of them.  ZD9 was on 20 meter long path, but was working only USA west 

coast.  I hung in there for an hour, but never made it through.  SØ1 came on for ½ hour in the final 

week.  That operator doesnôt know how to run split or work the pileups, so it was one QSO every 

5 minutes.  He finally got fed up with the unruly pileup and pulled the plug before I could get 

through.  The other four entities just never came on when I was available. 
 

 I am pleased to have placed fourth in the 

world in the unlimited category (full power, 

all bands, all modes), second in North Amer-

ica and first in Zone 4.  My special thanks 

goes to veteran DX Marathon warrior Tom 

NYØV , who helped me hone my strategy, 

and who constantly spotted DX entities that 

popped up.  Without his help, I wouldnôt 

have fared as well.  Thanks Tom! 
 
 This yearlong contest is really geared for 

retirees or those who can afford to sit at the 

radio all day.  I still work for a living.  So, I 

definitely missed some opportunities to pick 

up a few more points.  I am giving it one 

more effort in 2014.  I am entering the CW only category.  I have already missed a few entities 

due to my work schedule, so I probably will not be in the running for the top spot.  Itôs a fun but 

frustrating competition.  I look forward to slugging it out with my fellow combatants in the pile-

ups. 
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           TCDXA Trip Back in Time 

Remember when the TCDXA meetings were held at Jennings Red Coach Inn back in the 80s?   
Here are some member mug shots from those times, compliments of Tom Menas, K3WT.   

Sadly, some of our friends are no longer with us. 

Tony Wanschura, KMØO Geoff Kolb, WB5MTV Dave Wester, KØIEA 

Larry Menzel, WØPR Dave Zener, KIØZ Gary Reichow, KNØV 

Jim Dokmo, KØFVF (SK)  
& Ron Dohmen, NØAT 

Mark Franklin, KØKX  
& Ken Wessels, WØKW 
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           TCDXA Trip Back in Time 

Keith Gilbertson, KØKG  
& Burton Scott, NØFYR 

Jack Chapman, WØHZ (SK)  
& Bob Parlin WØSFU (SK)  

Wayne Holzer, WØNAR (SK) Earl Chiswell, WØIAK (SK) Glenn Bartoo, WØNG (SK) 

Al Caplan, WØRIC (SK) and  
Tom Menas, K3WT: the 

ground crew at the NFØK 
(now N1UW) new tower/40m 

Yagi project. 

Jack Chapman, WØHZ (SK) Jim Milnor, original holder of 
WØIR (SK) 

Call now held by member 
Dale Hagert.    
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Many  of us have traveled to the Dayton Hamvention.  You have to do that at least once in your life, as it is 

the ñMeccaò of amateur radio.  I usually travel with a group from the Radio Farm, NØMA  in Cedar Rapids.  We 

joke that itôs our ñonce in a lifetime annual trip to Dayton.ò 
 
 But, Dayton isnôt the only large hamfest in the world.  There is, of course, Friedrichshafen ñHam Radio 2014,ò 

as the EU equivalent of our Dayton.  While not as large as Dayton, if you are considering traveling to EU near the 

end of June, sometime, you may want to consider swinging over to Friedrichshafen. 
 
 This summer, I had that opportunity presented to me, when I was asked to be the instructor of a course at Rock-

well Collins-Heidelberg.  Since that class was to end at noon on Friday of the Freidrichshafen weekend, it didnôt 

take me long to figure out how to get to southern Germany for the hamfest.  I emailed the Ham Radio 2014 web-

site contact (http://www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.de/ham-en/ ) for the brochure, and then set up the train tickets through 

DB Bahn, the EU rail pass system (http://www.bahn.de/i/view/USA/en/index.shtml). 
 
 Friedrichshafen is a town of around 60,000 situated on the north side of Lake Constance (Bodensee) in south-

ern Germany.  If you wish to travel most directly to Friedrichshafen, I believe Zurich would be a great city to fly 

into, and then take a train to Friedrichshafen. 
 
 In my hotel, I met other hams from all over EU.  As I was going to take a city bus to the exhibition hall(s), I 

ended up having breakfast with fellow hams from near Munich.  They had driven to Friedrichshafen, and offered 

me a ride to the hamfest.  Ham radio camaraderie is great, isnôt it? 
 
 My first impression of the hamfest was the excellent facility.  If youôve been to Daytonôs Hara Arena, you 

know how run-down the facilities are.  Compared to the Dayton Hamvention, the Friedrichshafen Hamfest is a 

high-quality facility.  The buildings are more akin to the Wright Patterson Air Force Base Museum in both the 

Quonset shape and quality.  This hamfest draws about 15,000 hams, and the facilities easily accommodate this 

large attendance.  Unlike Dayton, I never felt like it was ñrear ends and elbows.ò  Another nicety about Frie-

drichshafen is the food and beer.  There was excellent German beer, and (of course) the brats were hard to beat! 

 

Friedrichshafen Hamfest 2014 
by Tom Vinson, NYØV 
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The entrance to Ham Radio 2014 in Friedrichshafen with Peter and Alouise from near Munich 

http://www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.de/ham-en/
http://www.bahn.de/i/view/USA/en/index.shtml


 The hamfest was setup with the vendor and country 

society booths and contest clubs in the first A1 build-

ing.  The remainder of the buildings housed the flea 

market.  Rather than the usual ICOM, Yaesu or Ele-

craft booths, I was more interested in the unique EU 

companies and garage shop hams showing off their 

wares.  There were some pretty cool SDR radios and a 

lot of VHF/UHF modules and antennas.  Along with 

these vendors were the individual country societies 

and clubs.  As I perused the exhibits, I enjoyed meet-

ing hams from Sweden, Slovenia, Romania, etc. 

 When I came upon the ARRL booth, I ran into 

KØIR  and WØAIH.  Small world, isnôt it? 

Pictured is a log home for portable operation at the  
DARC Exhibit.  (The builder sells these to camps.)  

Ralph, KØIR and Paul, WØAIH at the ARRL booth. 

The Swedish booth, complete with  
lingonberry juice and cloudberry jam. 
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 The flea market was also interesting, but I thought 

a bit pricey.  Some of this problem is the EU/USD ex-

change rate.  When the EURO was first introduced, 

the rate was 1 EURO =.85 USD.  Now, 1 EURO 

equals 1.36 USD.  In other words, if I wanted to buy 

some cool piece of ham gear priced at 100 Euros, it 

would cost me $136 USD.  Not such a good deal.   
  
 Needless to say, when Iôm traveling in EU, I donôt 

buy too much to take back.  Although, I did end up 

with a nice Palm Radio mini paddle and code cube 

setup.  I also picked up Scottôs, KØMD  repaired Mi-

croKeyer from MicroHam, topping off my carry-on 

computer bag for the flight home. 

 In addition to the exhibits and flea market, there 

are, of course, many forums and night time dinners 

that you can attend.  Just like Dayton, the popular 

Contesting and DX forums had good crowds.  Ralph 

did a great job on the FT5ZM  presentation.  As I sat 

down at the DX forum, there was Alex, GD6IA, 

The flea market housed in several of the Quonset buildings.  

Two-element 40m Moxon Yagi. 

NYØV and Jozef, OM7ZZ from MicroHam,  

The staffers (owner on right) at OM Power Amps. 

Alex, GD6IA at the DX Forum (N4XP left and me right).  
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