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(Editors note: Th& erritory of Heard Island and McDonald Islands an Aus-
tralian external territory They are agroup of barrenAntarctic volcanidslands.

The group's overall size is 372 square kilometers i) in area and it has
101.9km (63mi) of coastline. Discovered in the i@th century, they have been
territories of Australia since 1947 and contain the only two actbleanoesn
Australian territory. The summit of ondawson Peakis higher than any moun-
tain on the Australian mainland. They lie on #erguelen Plateain thelndian
Ocean Heard Island is the largest (3&®juarekilometre, 14Zqmi) of the is-

lands in the group. It is located at the antipode of a point in Alberta Canada.
The islands have an Antarctic climate, tempered by their maritime setting. The
weather is marked by low seasonal and daily temperature ranges, persistent and
generally low cloud cover, frequent precipitation and strong winds.

An American sailorCaptain John Heardon the shifriental, sighted Heard

Island on 25 November 1853, en route fidastonto Melbourne. He reported

the discovery one month later and had the island named after him. Captain Wil-
liam McDonald aboard th&amarangliscovered the nearby McDonald Is-
landssix weeks later, on 4 January 1854.

Heard Island is one of a class of extremely isolated islands worldwide that are
unoccupied and very seldom visited. Because of their isolation, these islands pre-
sent a challenge and an opportunity to better understand radio communications
from such complex and poorly described locations. Prior to this DXpedition, the
most recent radio operation was done in 1997. After nearly two decades, Heard
Island had risen to #5 on the Club Log most wanted list worldwide.

More details on the recent DXpedition can be foundnatv.heardisland.or}
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A feW mOnthSafter getting my license, my wan_ted to go on the expedition! Unfortunately, life
got in the way: | would be a year or so out of grad

) _ school, and would be settling down into a job some-
trip to the East Bay Amateur Radio Club. Tknew \ hore and pretending | waseal adult. I didn't like

Jack from the UC Berkeley Amateur Radio Club, ot answer; | wanted to go on the expedition! After
and he promised that we would have an interesting o +hs of thinking about it (and without a job offer),
talk by the leader of the recefKSK expedition 0| azjized that it was unlikely | would have a better
Clipperton. While | hadn't worked TX5K from the time in my life to go than now: no job, no house pay-

club sftatlon, _I figured I'd go along anyway to hear ments, and no family commitments. The next time |
what it was like. might see those conditions could be when | retire!

Bob SchmiederKK6EK ) presentation described the g ajled Bob: | was in, both from the scientific side
many contacts they had made on Clipperton, and

about a system called DXA which could, at leastin ) .
theory, allow stations to see in rdahe that they ~ Finalizing the Team and Getting Permission

were in the log. What gripped me in the talk, At that time, in fall 2014, the plan was this: a team of
though, was his announcement of the next place togpproximately thirty five, half radio operators and
go: Heard Island, a small, uninhabited, #utiarctic  pg)f scientists/photographers, would take $#e

island on the Kerguelen Plateau in the southern In-agulhasfrom Cape Town to Heard Island and back
dian Ocean. Heard Island is volcanic, with its mainjn fall 2015. However it became clear that the con-
edifice, Big Ben, reaching roughly 2.7 km (9000). tract would be very expensive and the ship would not

Mantling the volcano are numerous fasbving gla-  remain at the island. We needed a different ship.

ciers, fueled by the high precipitation rates from the H tAkademik Shokalski
oceanic air. Four species of penguins also inhabit S00n alter, we came upon Riademik Shokalskiy

the island (yes that one, made famous for getting trapped in the
' ice in Antarctica a few years earlier). Again we
Committing to Go could not get an acceptable contract.

Between the birds and the rocks, | was hooked. | Finally, we were able to secure a contract with the

Elmer, JackiK6JEB), invited me to join him for a

and the amateur radio side.

VK@EK Team Letft to right: CarlodNP4I1W), Dave FarnsworthifJ20), Alan (VK6CQ/VKZLD ), Dave
Lloyd (K3EL ), Bob KK6EK ), Vadym (UT6UD), HansPeter HBOBXE), Ken NG2H), Adam
(K2ARB), Gavin ¥K2BAX), Fred KM4MXD ), Jim (N6TQ), Arliss W7XU), Bill (AEQEE).
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Bravehearto go from Cape Town to Heard Island, and protection of the island, informed us that permits
then on to Fremantle/Perth. Unfortunately, Bna- would only be issued shortly before departure, con-
veheartonly had berths for 14 passengers: many otingent on compliance with many specific biosecu-
the team would not be going. Fundraising from améy requirements which aim to prevent the introduc-
teur radio community had been going quite well; tion of foreign species to the island.

with very little money coming in from scientific or- As the team began heading for Cape Town, about ten

glanlzlatlor?s or pnvatehgrants, thfe smence SA"ddZ_\:_/asdays before the ship departed, our permit was finally
¢ ear_y going to see the worst o _t € CUtS'_ MO ssued (still contingent upon a biosecurity inspec-
ally, in order for the amateur radio operation to be

iabl fatl 10 d b tion). We would be allowed to access the parts of
via de,da team of at least 10 operators would be the island we were seeking samples from, although
needed.

once we entered the area near Spit Bay, we would
In the end we had 12 radio operators and two sciemot be able to return to the wilderness area around
tists. | was still on the expedition team, though sadstephenson Lagoon.
to see that our scientific goals would be cut back.
My role would be primarily as an amateur radio op
erator, but | would be doing everything | could in
spare moments to get valuable scientific data. |
would also be the eisland IT lead.

Putting on an expedition to Heard Island is compli.
cated, like Field Day writ extrextralarge. In addi-

tion to the usual radio operation logistics of anten
and equipment, obtaining a landing permit which
allows overnight stays is quite difficult. Permits to
stay on the island require a scientific purpose, due
its listing as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and an ~ Adam (K2ARB) and Elliot deploy one of the
IUCN Class 1a Strict Nature Reserve, among other ARGO diving buoys from WHOI.
protections. Early in the process, the Australian Ant-

arctic Division, who is responsible for administratiom Cape Town the team assembled, and many of us
met in person for the first time. We prepared the
tents and gear for biosecurity inspection, and went
shopping to pick up laghinute items and personal
provisions. With the help of tH@ravehearicrew we
got everything loaded onto the ship.

>,

On Our Way to Heard Island!

Late in the afternoon of March #@ve set out from
Cape Town, finally on our way to Heard Island!

Black-browed albatross.

\
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Seas were a bit rough coming out of Cape Town, s
for the first day or two several of us were not feelin
our best. Eventually the meds kicked in, the swell
moved to a more favorable direction, we gained ou
sea legs, and generally felt better.

Aboard the ship we kept busy getting to know eac
other, preparing for scientific activities on the islang
poring over maps, operating maritime mobile, and
watching the scenery. Once we reached the furio
fifties, we began scientific buoy deployment. We
carried both surface drift buoys from NOAA, as well King penguin (left) and gentoo penguins (right).
as diving buoys from the Woods Hole Oceano-

On the 13 day of the voyage, | woke up around

dawn and went up to the bridge. There were more
birds around the ship than there had been previously.
What had been feaird species were now up to tens,
and there were clearly more albatrosses and large
petrels. We were close!

That afternoon, Heard Island emerged from the fog:
we had arrived! Birds circled the ship, and a flock of
Heard Island cormorants, found only at the island,
escorted us in to Atlas Cove. | had been worried |
would have to hike around searching for them, yet
graphic Institute. At specified lines of longitude, wehere they were, just a few meters away, flying along-
deployed the buoys to measure temperature, condsode the ship.

tivity, and pressure as they drift along either at the
surface or at depth.

Big Ben and Mawson Peak on a mostiynny
afternoon.

Arrival at Heard Island

After anchoring, a small team went to scout the

' had my own science project: counting birds for th%each for landing. Once a landing site had been lo-

eBird project. Birders around the world keep lists O(f:ated, a small team of us went ashore to scout the

the number and type of birds they see each time thggmpsite while we still had light.

bird, then submit those observations to eBird.

] S On shore the scenery was gorgeous, and there were
The database is then used for scientific research, as__ . -
_ _ ) penguins and seals lining the beach. But we were
well as keeping track of your various lidtsiot

) o not there for photographs. We hiked over to the site
unlike Logbook of the World, but for birding. |took

) ) _ ) of theVK@IR expedition in 1997. Two fiberglass
pictures of the birds when possible, which would

_ i ) watertank shelters now occupied that location {off
help me identify the birds aftéhe-fact as necessary. limits except in an emergency)

\



metal cages) ashore if necessary, fill them with wa-
ter, and use the same solution the Australians used.

In the morning, we were up dark and early, many of
us on little sleep. At 6:00 AM local, Bob had an in-
terview via satellite phone with Tol/5KUB, on

his live show. Soon after, we were in the landing
boat and on shore.

Setting up the tents, supervised by a few of our
friends

Several problems now became obvious. Our two
tents each needed a large, flat space, preferably w,
a small flat space between them. Here the rocky
broken ground of an old lava flow was not very flat
and what was flat was not very large. Anchoring t
tents would be another challenge: the lava flows
were not going to take stakes very well, if at all.

With the light fading, it was time to return to the
ship. We needed to find a site! Fortunately, | was able to

find a promising site alongside the nullarbor, but just

We were in trouble. In just over 12 hours, we were .
_ _ up onto the lava flows. Our measuring crew found
scheduled to be landing on the island, but the campe it just barely would contain the tents

site we had chosen from the satellite imagery was

clearly unsuitable for our tents. Although there wadt took a little work to get the cobbles out from the

a large, flat, sandy ar@aermed the nullarbérjust ~ sandy area, but we soon had a tent site a few hundred
at the foot of the lava flows, it was known to flood Mmeters from the beach. We couldn't have had better
during heavy rains or in windy conditions. While Heard Island weather for setup: mostly sunny,
scouting, we noticed kelp and other marine debris of@guely warmish (upper 40s or 50s F?), with little

the nullarbor. It was not going to be a good place t#ind. Big Ben showed its peak a few times, and we
pitch a tent. took pictures as work allowed. Several teams of

king penguins came by to inspect our campsite, and
to oversee our operation.

30 m 4square, 160 m vertical, and 17 m VDA in

That night, the ship's capt@&nviattd and | managed
to work out a system to at least deal with the stake
issue. In 1947, the Australian National Antarctic Re-

search Expedition had faced this exact problem in Setting Up and Getting Started

this exact spot. Their stakes being mostly useless, o
they instead filled their petrol drums with rocks, and>°0n the ATV was bringing gear up to the tent area

anchored their shelters to those drums. In our casénd the tents were inflating. After lunch, a couple

we could take the empty fuel containers (and their ©€8MS began work on antennas: 30-sgdare, 40 m
4-square, and one or two yagis for the high bands.

\A
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Tables, chairs, and bunks were set up in the tent. and tuned up. Being one of the less experienced
Two radio stations were brought out, and a satelliteDXpedition ops on the team, | was a little worried
terminal connected to give us internet access. about the pileup that | knew would be coming.

Fifteen hours after we landed, we were ready to gol called CQ VK@EK DN once, and immediately, 1
two stations were online (30 and 40 m), the networkHz down, wak6SRZd a friend of mine from

was working, and DXA was working. If we hurried,California. It blew me away to have a response on
we could catch the opening to the US and work  the first call, let alone a friend of mine! | worked
KY6R andKJ4Z, our mission control team in Cali- him, and gave an extra 73. The pileup was there al-
fornia. But we had a problem: one operator had noready as soon as | sent TU, but my training as a con-
rig control. test operator was serving me well.

We restarted NLMM+: no go. We restarted the cor
puter: no go. We restarted the radio and NIMM+:
no go. Propagation was fading. Our IT team had
planned for this kind of circumstance, so we fol-
lowed the instructions: swap out the computer: still

swapped that out: no go. Propagation to California
was gone, Rich would have to wait. Meanwhile, thigs# =
world knows we're almosin-the-air from the test [
QSOs we put on DXA. We unplug the wireless
mouse (evil things!), restart NIMM+, and rig contrg

! !
returnst All systems go! Operating tent in action. Left to right: Adam

Bob, KK6EK took to the mic on 40 m. He gave an (K2ARB), Dave (K3EL, in green), Jim (N6TQ),
introduction to the operation, then asked for callers. Vadym (UT6UD), Ken (NG2H), Arliss (W7XU),
Silence gripped the tent. He called CQ a few times, and HansPeter (HB9BXE).

but still there was silence. Our rig showed that we
were putting out the full legal limit of 400 W. After
a few minutes, it was clear that SSB was not suffi-
cient. Radio team leader Dave, K3EL, came over

and began calling on CW. Two calls, then three, ioklv | undated the DXA q ) d
then four. FinallEM3GSK came back and made it Quickly gp _a edthe pag_e., and sen wor_
nback to mission control apologizing for neglecting to

in the log. We were underway! The second statio ¢ that ina to be ORT whil I
came to life, we scheduled short shifts for the night!ooS atwe were going to be QRT while we were a

and then went to bédit had been a very long day. -hand_son—deck putting up the other an-tennas and
squaring away the camp. Also in my inbox was a

In the morning, we had some breakfast and operategport that K6SRZ had, with my contact, reached
until 30 and 40 m were dead, then continued setting-340. \What a rush for both of us!

up antennas and shoring up things around camp.
Late in the afternoon, we remembered that there
should be a big US opening on 30 m, so | headed in

\\
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After | was relieved on the radio, | checked our email
status: mission control was very worried about what
was going on, and the DX community was quite up-
set that DXA hadn't shown any updates all day.
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Working the Pileups the need to finish), adquare and a delta loop for 40
m, a 4square for 30 m, two 10/15/20 m triband

yagis, two 12/17 m yagis, a 17 m vertical dipole ar-
ray, and a 15 m vertical dipole array. Verticals and 4
-squares were set up out on the nullarbor, where the
fantastic ground conditions gave excellent perform-
ance. Yagis and the delta loop were set up on the old
lava flows. Everything was guyed well to stand up

to the high winds.

Three days had passed on the island before | was
able to really catch my breath. It was some of the
most intense work | had ever done, with many dif-
ferent highpriority projects needing to be done.
But we worked those pileups down, and soon had
stations up and a routine going. Most mornings, |
was on for the opening to the US, and would work
friends from the Twin Cities DX Association,
which was always a thrill. | could hear the emails
go out to the reflector, and a host of familiar call
signs would come back. Perhaps the most memo-
rable of the contacts with friends from the TCDXA
was gettingvVA@MHJ on 20 m SSB, knowing

that for him VK@EK was #340. | know there were
quite a few other allime new ones handed out for
the TCDXA, too!

Throughout most of the operation, we had three
teams of four operators, each doing fbour

shifts. During off times, we would sleep, get a bite
to eat, fill generators, fix/improve antennas, and do
other needed work around camp. We also had a

A windy morning on Heard Island,
with a dusting of snow

. : . One morning we set up one of the Elecraft K3s ra-
little time to wander around, take pictures, and get i o
dios for remote control. Using the satellite link and

on the internet. With things settling down a little, _ _

. . the callsign of one of our operators, VK@LD, Mike
we were able to get three satellite terminals operat-KJ4Z bl e 41 20 m CW
ing: one for DXA, and two for general use. Only Yvas a e.to mq € _ contacts on 20 m

. . . from his home in California. There was some la-
once was | woken in the middle of the night to han- _
tency so he didn't push the speed beyond 25 wpm,

dle IT problems. i )
but found that it was at least functional from the
One of the highlights of the trip for me was work- other side of the world.

ing 15 m RTTY one afternoon. Europe was pound-I di . +h the shio in ab he Soi
ing in, and every time | finished a QSO, the panad- n discussions with the ship's captain about the Spit

apter showed a 1&8Hz wide wall of signal which :Bay (t)_peratlon, |ttt_)ecame clearléhattf?m ZTfity and
erupted out of nothingness. It took quite a while to OgIstics perspectives, we would not be able to carry

find a station strong enough to break through the itout. We had good propagation to the western US,
pileup and decode a full call sign. That was in-

which was much of the reason we wanted to go to
credible Spit Bay, so the Spit Bay radio operation was
' scrapped. Stephenson Lagoon and collect samples,

At the height of our operation, we had 11 HF an- byt had a naibiting ride through the surf back to the
tennas in the air: 2¢h vertical for 160 m, a vertical = ship.

for 80 m (one element of asfjuare we never felt

A
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Interesting Geology Departure day was cool, but at least it wasn't rain-

Back at Atlas Cove we would take short hikes ing on us. We packed the gear, loaded it onto the
around the nullarbor when we could. It was nice toship, and were off the island in the late afternoon
take in the scenery, get some fresh air, and see sor@April 11". That night we raised anchor and
wildlife. Heard Island is home to four kinds of pen- began the journey to Fremantle. A storm was
guins (king, gentoo, macaroni, and rockhopper), ~ coming, and that night we had the biggest roll of
various petrels and albatrosses, elephant seals, a fé¢ trip: 40 degrees to starboard, followed by one

leopard seals, and the Heard Island cormorant. ~ Of more than 30 degrees back to port. Fortunately

_ o _ _ the weather generally cooperated and kept the
Heard Island's geology is also quite interesting, with

) ) ) seas off our bow.
a few limestones, lots of glacial sediméntsoth
new and olé and of course various volcanic rocks. On the ship again, we had a chance to relax a bit,
Glaciers mantle the volcano, and one flows into thediscuss the results of the expedition, prepare some
sea not far from camp. As part of a scientific pro- Of the samples, and look over the photographs we
ject to make remote geologic sites accessible digi- had taken. Unlike on the way to the island, the
tally, | took three higkresolution panoramic pic- station set up in the ship's library was not in use
tures on the island: one of Big Ben, one of the lava nearly 24/7, so the WSPR beacon got some time
flows near camp, and one of Windy City, an outcrog®n the antenna.
carved by you guesseddt wind. As we entered
the final week of operation, a major geomagnetic
storm wiped out HF propagation around the world.
Our rates dropped to under half of what they had
been for two days, before a slight recovery. One
more smaller geomagnetic storm again pounded us
shortly before departure. Throughout the expedi-
tion, voice contacts were difficult. They were
nearly impossible with the poor propagation.

Takedown and DepartureWhen we began to take
down the antennas, the weather was not as pleasa
as it had been when we first arrived. Rain and high
winds had flooded the nullarbor. As we were decid
ing which antennas to take down first, we went out-
side and found that some of the decisions had bee
made for us: the 40 m delta loop was down, and gu
stakes had come out for the 80 meter vertical, caus-
ing it to come down as well. We put on our rubber
boots and waded out into the sliieep water to dis-
assemble the antennas and remove the kelp from the
guy wires. It was a good thing we didn't put our

tent on the nullarbor!

A
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Sunset on R/V Braveheart, nearing
Fremantle.



I, having used macros or an iambic paddle for enter Australian waterg,would be fined $15K

sending code all expedition was anxious to get inAUS, and the expedition member would be de-
a straight key contact or two. After sunrise, | tained as an illegal migrant. We were due to land

. ) Friday morning before a holiday weekend. If we
would get up and if nobody was on the rig, missed that port date, it would be a huge delay to

would plug the paddle into the key jack and call get in, and most of the expedition team would
in the higher portion of the US 40 or 30 meter  miss flights.

CW allocations. One morning, | picked out

TCDXA member RogelK@MPH , and had a The Australian customs agents _suggested the fast-
est way to get the appropriate visa would be to

A apply online. On a ship where connectivity is
opposite side of the world! plaintext email a few times a day, that was going

Aboard the ship | also tried using the JT65 digi- to be tough. However, thg weatherr:/vas quite t;m'
tal mode on a band which seemed to be dead. perate, no spray was coming over the bow, an

Soon | had a pileup on my hands, and found thatthe satellite terminals were stowed in an easily

: : accessed location. We got it out and stationed a
rl\]/lal\\/ln??sigulgiﬁrﬁiziit%g?rl:zgﬁe iﬁoEwEs{ 413 Personon the bow to hold it and point it toward

character message. Over two mornings of effort,the satellite. Nobody was to connect except the

: one computer applying for the visa.
| made about 10 QSOs (each taking roughly 6 : :
minutes to complete). Twice on JT65 | had sta- It took about an hour to find the correct applica-

tions finish the QSO wionandiGastizoug ik jLuckiytiere yas no
payment involved (some payment processors don't
accept transactions from the satellite network),

and the turnaround time was about 1 day. We sitill
had time. The application was filed, and the next
day we were cleared for entry into Australia.

nice ragchew contact with him from close to the

At sunrise on April 22, we arrived in Fremantle.
By the afternoon, customs and quarantine had
been dealt with, the agents were put in charge of
the expedition gear, and the team relocated to a
hotel. We were back to civilization. Celebrations
followed, we explored the local attractions in Fre-

Bill (AE@EE) in front of Big Ben. mantle, then went our separate ways back home.
All told we had made 75K contacts from the is-
ATNX HEARDO. It ' s an laneh gy pnagditigngl L0K mayigme mgbiley o
out at sea, and know that stations out there are aboard the Braveheart. We collected many of the
following us so closely. scientific samples and observations we had
wanted. There were no health, safety, or environ-
A Touchy Visa Problem Solved mental incidents. Our goals were fulfilled, and in

many cases surpassed. What an experience, and

Only three days out of port, a major problem what an expedition it had been! | hope to be able

arose: one of the expedition members did not
have a visa to enter Australia. If the ship were tol© réturn someday.

W\
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Mike Sell
K@COM

T 0===2077 205308 PXOOH

I WasS bomin Minneapolis and my earliest memories are of ice skating in the win-
ter and exploring the more remote areas
The skating was done on a pond nearby and the exploring was of the vast sand pits along
the East side of France Avenue South. Th
Southdale and the Mann France Avenue driviheater were built.

| became interested in radio when | was about nine years old after my family moved to
South Minneapolis in 1960. At that time my dad finally unpacked a wooden crate that had
been sent to the Richfield house seven years earlier, the same year | was born.

My Father, a Chief Radioman in the Navy, was stationed in Kodiak Alaska in 1951 during
the Korean Conflict. He requisitioned from scrap a National RAS receiver, power supply,
coils and storage box. He packed them up in a crate and had it shipped to Richfield. With
the receiver finally set up in the basement workshop together we set about building an an-
tenna for it. 1 remember him taking me to Schaak Electronics on Minnehaha Avenue in
South Minneapolis many times. He knew Leander Schaak and his son Dick. They would
chat while | searched the parts bins for the items | needed. It was also during one of those
visits that Dick was very excited to show us the new stereo equipment he was selling.

The thrill of listening to shortwave radio had my attention for several years. By the time |
entered my teens my interest turned to audio arBIHThat led to learning to homebrew
guitar and PA amplifiers, etc. In high school | was working with small time local rock and
roll bands setting up equipment and sound systems.

A
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http://n0at.home.comcast.net/~n0at/

: in the | ate 700s. It was
M I ke Se” CFO came to work at Audio King that | met my main
mentor and Elmer into Amateur Radio. | noticed he
KQCOM had call sign license plates, KDOZ on his cars. Eric
. would stop by the Fast Trak operation and pick me up
Member Profile for lunch so he could pester me about getting li-
(continued from Previous page) censed. My fino codeod tec
result. After that | worked on my code, eventually

sumer electronics working for the House of Great MCViNg up to eaming my Extra Class license in 1996
Sound, then Sound of Music, Audio Kingand fi- | 0 v e had tNOWElovad nly first and mys .
nally Ultimate Electronics. | transitioned from current vanity call iKGCOM . The story behind the
sales to the service side of the business wherel vani ty call is that in th
eventually built up and managed a service subsidi-Dad to get a license. He had operated/&COM

ary of Audio King called Fast Trak Electronics before WWII and | found that call as well as

Repair. From 1981 to 2004 it grew into the largest KBCOM were available so | got the K version hop-
consumer electronics (ce) service provider in the ing it would spur him into action. While that didn't
upper MidWest. That career ended inthe mid  work out, my Dad did share in my ham radio adven-

20006s and 16ve moved iyt joiRibgte i cofettifigvimtage fadidg8af h n |
cal service management since. until his death in 2000.

My biggest mentor was my Father who shared his

interests in radio and Hil audio with me. When  What kind of radios have | had since getting li-

| wanted a stereo, guitar amp, FM receiver, etc., ¢ e€nsed ? | 6ve been throug
my dadés answer was al Weensedhanywas anetheri Kemyvoogd, this tinge a TSve
always had an electronics work shop in every 850, which | traded in for an Icom 775. As | got go-

family home we lived in which provided me with  ing on HF | was mentored by a consumer electronics
everything | needed. service business owner | knew well out on the East

Coast WA4HHG , Chuck Ripple. He belonged to

the Collins Collectors Association and helped me ac-
quire my first vintage SSB station, a Collind_Be.
King. He also introduced me to other local members which

While radio took a backseat to-Hi for many led me to another mentor in vintage rad@Bs,

year s, I did goof arou rﬁlﬁmh\ﬁ?h?rt u B?he? e&ido ”'P Iﬁochtesﬁer
while at Sound of Music. A customer traded in a innesota at led to bul d|ng a arge collection Of
Realistic 23 channel CB with SSB. Wow, that both SSB and AM equipment primarily by Collins.

was neat. | got to know a great group of SSBops For t he DX06ing side of th
including a yet to be ham, Joe Dolinsky thenN@CIB (now WZPR), Larry Menzel as being
(W@WD) another mentor at the time. That grew my main mentor. It was with his encouragement that
into selling the 23 channel rig and ordering a Ken- | joined the TCDXA back in April of 2001. Since

wood TS520 from Amateur Electronic Supply that time many others of you in the club have been
and becoming a fAtweene rVQTY'WﬁtB‘WEF@tlaUPq“V acliyifies with goptesting and
channel 40 and below the 10 meter ham band. | DX 0 want to thank

needed a good antenna for the new radio and a and. encouragement over the years.
friend knew of a guy selling a Hgain Super My initial interest in DX began back when | was an

: . SWL at 10 years of age. | liked keeping track of all
scanner. This turned out to be the first of two tations | Was§]ble to tun&m on the N tlonal

antennaods |0ve purchas thnWha dddid tic trlst}ﬁrfécflworkmgup

(KOGX) The Kenwood 520 was sold to a hamin submlttal for DXCC and collecting QSL cards.
Denver in 1980 but before that | worked a ton of

DX on that radio

N\
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After high school | transitioned to working in con-

Some of my mentors in the consumer electronics
business were Dick Schultz who | worked for at
Sound of Music and Randy Carlock at Audio



Mike Sell, KOCOM

Member Profile
(continued from Previous page)

Vintage Station

\
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Mlke Se” The current radios | use today include an Elecraft K3,
Kenwood TS2000 and Acom 1000 amplifier for the
KgCO M modern stuff. th&intage SSB statiofn a Collins
Member Profil KWM -2 with 30L-1 or homebrew linear with a pair
SULLER FiorlE of 81306 s .forthevidtage AM statioy, ,
(continued from Previous page) Collins 75A4, Johnson Ranger Il and Johnson Desk
Kilowatt. On the work bench currently being refur-

Today 1 6m working on a f bishé&d isbtieeNgtionB RASGhat starte@ivalt. TReP € |
ated from Minnesota and Colorado where | lived for 9 rest of my large vintage collection was sold while |

years in the Denver area. | have earned WAS from |ived in Colorado.
both locations and both on 160! A couple of my most

exciting DX contacts are working Hawaii on 160 My other hobbies are Skiing (55th year) and Fly Fish-

phone and working plus confirming P5. ing.

| also hadhe opportunity to workkdCOM/MM

from a small cruise ship, the Windstar whileonatrip | 611 end by thanking my |

to Tahiti and Bora Bora. understanding of my hobby. My wife of 17 years

. name is Diana. She and | met back in the summer of

Over my ham radio career, ) ) o
I6ve lived in f1§979., ga(?&prlpf{ogz?n%entl?eln life took us |n_d|ffer-
houses. | 6ve eatdirecions 4ite pventsyagaip fed to us getting
antenna systems over the back together in 1997. Yes, she is the love of my life

years. The best being a Hy and had been all along! We were married in 1999.
Gain TH11DX up at 70 feet e have three daughters by previous marriages. Au-
n PIym.outh.. In Colorado | tumn, Emily and Sarah. Autumn and Sarah are here
lived with attic antennas and . . - :

in Minnesota and Emily lives in Denver, Colorado.

wire dipoles. | now live in _ . .
Southwest Bloomington after We have two grandchildren (Autumn is their mom)

moving back to Minnesotain ~ John who is 5 and Josephine who is 3. John loves to
. 2011. Myantennasconsistof ipl ay radi oo with his Po,
.| @ Hex Beam at 30 feet on a future of ham radio for the family! My biggest goal in

roof tower, an OCF dipole at  ham radio is to pass it on to him like my dad did for
40 feet and in the winter |

have a 65 foot vertical up in
the backyard with 380-foot
& radials under it. The vertical,
s better known as
giinoodl ed was desi
B built by Steve Fraasch,
S KASF. It is with his gracious
« approval that | have been
given temporary use privi-
leges. | have always heard
that verticals are great for low
The A Swapar DX and this one proves
No o d | e othat hands down. What a great
feeling it is when the DX sta-
tion your chasing says to the
80 meter pile up, Astandb
Charl ey Oscar Mi ke in the




Member News

New Members:

The Twin Cities DX Association welcomes the fol-
lowing new members.

NG@Z John Rusciano, of Minnetonka, MN
K9OCO Joseph Veras, of Vestavia Hills, AL
KE@DXA ,Hameed Shahjehan, Coon Rapids, MN

KEQHHH , Albert Ngafua, Minneapolis, MN

Silent Key:

It is with great sadness that we report tBat
Smith, WBWOI , of Jefferson, IA recently be-
came a silent key. Our condolences to his family.

John, WORPM with his DXCC Honor Roll Plaque

Thoughts on Reaching the Honor Roll

By John, WORPM

When | became a Ham in 1997, | had read about
and talked to several hams who had achieved
Honor Roll and other awards in DXing. Getting

the last one and reaching 3000 in the DXCC Chal-
lenge the same day was a thrill. | never thought it
to be possible to have accomplished even a few of

John,W9RPM and Mark WA@MHJ each them, let alone #1 Honor Roll from my 150 by 60
achieved the top of the honor roll recently. ft city lot surrounded by the bluffs in what | was
The Grey Line Report is pleased to congratu- told was the Black Hole.

late them both. Next time you see them at a Scott, KA9FOX was my biggest influence and
meeting or contact them on the air, extend friend. I learned a lot from him. And without those
your congratulations as well. who spend the time and money to go to all the rare
Here are their stories: places and those who support them, | would have

still need many entities. | have to acknowledge
KONW, N2TU, WB9Z, W@GJ, K9CT, K3LP,
N6PSE, AEJEE, W7XU, KZIR and many oth-

ers who have gone to the rare ones. For some enti-
ties, this may be the last time they are activated.

\l
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Member News

CO ntl n u ed After working XZ1J, | began to think in terms of:
Will Heard Island ever come on the air in my
lifetime?

If they do, will the DXpedition be bashed be-
cause of funding problems?

If they get past the funding problem, will I be
able to work a top five most wanted en-
tity?

After Myanmar, | had just about a year of calm
until theVK@EK project was announced in early
2014.

For the next two years, | would jump on every
press release, wondering if this was the announce-
ment of cancellation. Thankfully the project
seemed to be moving forward with a committed
group. The team was formed, and a Nov. / Dec.
2015 date was confirmed. TCDXA made a won-
derful donation in April 2015, and | made a per-
sonal donation at Dayton that same year.

In late May, the announcement was a schedule
pushback from December to what would be the

TCDXA President Mike, K&BUD Con- actual expedition dates. This was due to contrac-
gratulates Mark, WA@MHJ on Achieving tual negotiations with the Braveheart. This was
DXCC Honor Roll j ust aptcloi titnl & hfe anxi ety

still cautiously optimistic.

Reaching the Summit

By Mark, WA@MHJ

l 6m not sure when the poAssednieredirtoy2016,f hadiptimed sut al of t |
|

all fentered my mind, butheplopahaidn forecadt nalysi€ tBdls| s¥arcifed

came a thought after landing country #339, whenl my log for all 0S06s in

workedXZ1J in 2013.

The wonderful world of gztheworld agdformulatedfm(}llgameplan In 0.
thoug was ready. Anc

tober 17, 1969. The hand written entry just above
the date in my paperDXl ogbook simply indicates: |
BUGO I Had biecome infected! It would be al-

most a year later before | achieved DXCC, but | ex- A few months before the expedition sta, |

pected that there was more to come, so | put off ap- developed a rotator issue. | seemed to be able to
plying even for the basic DXCC certificate. It would ~ rotate clockwise, but I had a very intermittent

not be until 2008, when | qualified for 5BDXCC that ~@bility to turn the antenna counterclockwise.

| would actua”y app|y for any type of award from Since the antenna was north of where | wanted to
ARRL. | then submitted the 2000+ cards needed to b€, I decided to turn the antenna to the short path
get me up to date and current for awards. direction and leave it. There would be no skewed

path or long path. For the next month, | was com-
mitted to the short path direction to VK@. | told
myself: fAThatds OK, | ceé

\
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M e m ber N eWS About 12 hours into the expedition, | heard
. VK@EK on 40 meters with a very nice signal,
CO ntl n u ed and a large, but not massive pilp. My in-
tention was to record the historic QSO on a
digital recorder which | always have hooked
up to the radio, but I did not think there was
Then, not long after this, | turned on my amplifier,  any imminent chance of making a QSO on the
and nothing. It was apparent that there was going tofirst night. (I also had thoughts this may be a
be no quick fix for it, and | did not want to face the  pirate). | sent my call twice. He came back to
prospect of my last chance DX entity running bare- someone else. On the next QRZ, | sent my
foot. A call to Bob ChudekK@RC, and | had a bor-  call three times with pauses. He came back to
rowed amplifier to use. His spare amplifier had been me! | sent my exchange in a daze and sat
out of commission for a while, so | gently brought it back for such a long period of time that | was
up and ran it conservatively, | worked Lax¥gV on not able to see the confirmation on the DXA
80 meters for my 5BWAZ number #198! That was  web page. As it turned out, they were the
actually the first (and lodestywouldp&soOthem fodtle restioftthe B o b «
amplifier until the VK@ DXpedition began. DXpedition.

# 1 HONOR ROLL was achieved!
A special thanks to:

-K@RC for the use of an amplifier when |
needed one!

-DennyK@TT who was more than willing to
provide any tower work needed to get the an-
tenna positioned & working, even if it be a on
a semitolerable February day.

-K@SF for diligent and persistent amplifier
repair which will allow me to work the next

‘},‘;\R(,),\\',,'l',',' new entity that becomes reality.

Mar kds Quest for the DXCC Honor Rol |l
Plaque Began in 1969

That Laos contact boosted my optimism, and now |
was ready to settle in for the hard battle to get into
the VKZEK log. A bit nervous about the huge pile
ups, and the relatively poor propagation expected, |
was hoping to find some luck three to five days into
the expedition.

X
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Member News
Continued

Weekend in Jersey

by Jeff, KGUU

London does accommodate radio operation, Jeff stig
plans to be active in the area from time to time. -
Here, in Jeffds words,

o Jeff, KGUU in his operating position on the
No, not that Jersey GJ, the Bailiwick of Jersey. Isle of Jersey

Three days after receiving UK reciprocal call

M@HZY , and with the XYL away and a holiday
weekend looming, | booked a lasinute roundtrip
via Southend and Luton faraatarglandande out|yi)
airports) to Jersey, a Crown dependency in the Eng
lish Channel.

Jersey IOTAEWOD 13) | i es 14 mi
coast and is only a st Tbor |
Guernsey.

Thanks to the graciousness of the Jersey Amateur
Radio Society, | was able to operate beside
GJ3DVC, a fortified signal station built in 1942 dur-§

ing the |l ong Nazi occug B> e nnel
Islands. . e =
| operated portable atop a WW2 era ammunition ; el
bunker under brilliant s O

Beam was down for R&R). Remarkably, | worked
45 countries QRP on CW in just 208 QSOs over 24
hours. The signal station represents the idealloca- Anot her photo of Jef fds
tion for a single op or muliwo contest efford What a view!

quiet for RF, with an array of installed yagis and low

-band dipoles, and immune from bombardment or

attack by competitors

\
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Suriname’s

Member News F= [KOFl-D40) 0=t
Continued | EL VB(

Weekend in Jersey

by Jeff, KGUU
Continued from previous page

There was one momentary hiccup: since | was tem-
porarily on Jersey, | naively assumed tGdf

M@ZHZY was Fh? proper way to sign.. Wrong. Ron, NGAT and Matt, K@BBC near the out-
Thg geggraphlc identifier, of%etter, in a UK call skirts, of Lelydorp, the home QTH of PZ5RA in
(6D6 for the Isle of Man, 010" fogynhherthern Irel:

for Jersey, OM6 for Scotland, 6W6 for Wales) is
by the amateur and is not assigned by the UK Officg
of Communications (Brit
QSOs, | learned that | was signing as GJ/IM@HZY
was incorrect, and | switched insteadvi@))JHZY.
Apparently this information is buried somewhere in
the 23page printed licens&Jd/K@UU would have
been correct had | signed with my US call).

I hope to return to Jersey for a repeat effort at
GJ3DVC within the next year. By the time you read |
this, | will have made weekend ventures to Sark an@g™
Guernsey (EkL14, but RF free with the XYL) on
May 1415, and on May 228 to the Isle of Man

(IOTA EU-116), where | will operate 8dD@HZY .

er 1

NOAT Returns to Suriname with K&BBC

for 2016 ARRL DX SSB : :
Contest Matt, K&BBC running during the 2016 ARRL
By Matt, KGBBC DX SSB Contest at PZ5W

(Editor Note: In the March issue of the Gray Line  Being nearer to the equator gave us some fantas-
Report, the trip td®Z5Wfor the CQWW CW DX tic runs on all of the bands except 160. The Sun-
Contest in November, 2015 W@OR, NGAT day morning solar disturbance was not seen here.

. Ten meters exceeded our expectations as we
KGAD, N@STL, K3WT andDF7AT was described. thought 15 meters would be the money band. Be-

Ron, NGAT had the opportunity to return to the SaMeyg so far East of the U.S and the same time zone

location in March, 2016 with MatK@BBC.) as Greenland, our morning run rates were low as
most of the U.S. yagis were pointed at Europe.

\
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M e m ber N eWS most of the 67 stations we worked on 160 meters

earned their "Suriname worked all bands" award
during the contest.Ramon PZ5RA, our host,
pitched in several hours of operating time each
day to give us some relieRZ5W earned WAS

NGAT Returns to Suriname with on five bands with Wyoming being the multiplier

last in the log.
KOBBC for 2016 ARRL DX SSB Canada was more challenging.band sweeps
Contest were achieved of all provinces except NS and
By Matt, KBBBC LB. NWT was worked only on 20 and NU and
(continued from previous page) YT territories were never heardhank you all

for the "GO MWA!" chants along the way and

As the higher bands shut down in Europe, our rur*1Ope you had as much fun working PZ5W as we

. . did hearing the friendly voices from homé/e
rates would rapidly climb over 200 QSOs per used a new Antlion MOD microphone. Itwas a

hour and stations from Washington to Maine were,ot mic so we ran the mic gain down on the radio.
being heard brilliantly. Zero land stations and Our score summary was as follows:
MWA stations did a great job breaking the pile-
ups. All corners of Minnesota were in the log and Summary:
. Band QSOs Mults
we were surprised by the number of Northand =~
South Dakota stations we worked. The Wisconsin 160: 67 23
stations were also heard in abundance including a 80: 617 59

. 40: 958 58
six band sweep for th&/BAIH team. We sus- 20: 1115 61
pect 15: 1525 60

10: 2362 60

Total: 6644 321 Total Score = 6,398,172

This Aimore permanento beverage inst:
PZ5W made is easier to achieve those 160 and 80
meters QSOs
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