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 Palmyra is one of the Northern Line 

Islands southeast of Kingman Reef and 

north of Kiribati, located about 1,000 

miles due south of Hawaii.  The nearest 

continent is almost 3,400 miles to the 

northeast. The atoll is 4.6 square miles, 

and is located just 5 degrees north of 

the equator.  The atoll consists of an ex-

tensive reef, two shallow lagoons and 

some 50 sand and reef-rock islets and 

bars covered with vegetation.  Average 

annual rainfall is approximately 175 inches (4,400 mm) per year.  Day-

time temperatures average 85°F (29°C) year around.  As you can see, it 

is in the middle of nowhere! 

 

History 
 Palmyra was first sighted in 1798 by Captain Edmund Fanning, mas-

ter of the American merchant ship Betsy, on a voyage to Asia.  Fanning 

had woken three times during the night before.  After the third time, he 

took it as a premonition, and he ordered Betsy to heave to for the rest of 

the night.  The next morning, Betsy resumed sailing, but only about a 

mile further on, she reached the reef of Palmyra.  Had the ship contin-

ued on her course at night, the ship might have been wrecked.   

by Glenn Johnson, WØGJ 
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 On November 7, 1802, USS Palmyra under Cap-

tain Sawle was shipwrecked on the reef, which was 

given the name of this vessel. 
 
 In 1859, Palmyra Atoll was claimed for the 

United States by Dr. Gerrit Judd of the brig Jose-

phine, in accordance with the Guano Islands Act of 

1856, but there was no guano there to be mined.  In 

1862, Palmyra was formally annexed to the King-

dom of Hawaii.  The Fullard-Leo family bought the 

island for $15,000 in 1922. 
 
 The Navy took over the atoll from 1939-1947.  As 

many as 6,500 people lived on Palmyra during the 

war years.  To build a naval air station, much of the 

lagoon was dredged, and two large runways were 

constructed, one of which remains today.  There 

were even two hospitals for the small “city.”  After 

the war, almost everything, except the longest run-

way, was demolished. 
 
 After the war, the Fullard-Leo family sued for the 

return of the ownership of Palmyra Atoll.  The case 

went all the way up to the Supreme Court.  The fam-

ily won its case in United States v. Fullard-Leo, 331 

U.S. 256 (1947). 
 
 In 2000, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) acquired 

Palmyra Atoll from the Fullard-Leo family for $30 

million.  All but Cooper Island was deeded to the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  TNC manages it as a 

nature reserve, and has built and maintains a modern 

research station on Cooper Island.  Access is strictly 

controlled by USFWS, and only TNC authorized 

personnel are permitted on the island.  Any visiting 

ships are turned away, and not permitted to land, ex-

cept in dire emergency situations. 

 
The Curse 
 Palmyra may sound like an ideal island wonder-

land to go to and get away from it all.  However, de-

spite its pristine beauty, Palmyra has also long been 

said to be a remarkably malevolent place, and ground 

zero for a wide variety supernatural events, curious 

mysteries and unexplainable happenings. 
 
 Even the very discovery of the island is sur-

rounded by an air of the paranormal.  After the 

atoll’s discovery, Palmyra quickly gained a reputa-

tion for being a place of strangeness and menace. 

Passing boats reported that ghostly lights could be 

seen flittering about on the then totally uninhabited 

island, and the surrounding seas were said to be in-

fested with vicious sharks and mysterious sea mon-

sters.  The perilous reefs around Palmyra were also 

notorious for wrecking ships.  
 
 One of the most famous of Palmyra’s shipwrecks 

was the Spanish pirate ship, the Esperanza, which 

was smashed upon the reefs of the island while car-

rying vast amounts of silver and gold looted from the 

Incas in Peru.  Survivors of the wreck managed to 

load some of the treasure onto rafts and make it to 

the island.  After remaining stranded on Palmyra for 

a year with no sign of rescue, the haggard survivors 

buried their treasure and made a desperate bid to es-

cape on their rafts.  Most were never heard from 

again.  Only a single, sole survivor managed to get 

rescued by a whaling ship upon which he died of 

pneumonia, without ever divulging the location of 

the loot.  The hidden treasure of Incan silver and 

gold reportedly remains on Palmyra to this day. 
 
 In addition to wrecks, the vicinity of Palmyra also 

became notorious for ships vanishing without a trace, 

and there are many instances of ships entering the 

atoll’s waters never to be heard from again.  Other 

ships, such as a whaling ship in 1855, were report-

edly wrecked on the atoll’s treacherous reefs.  Fur-

ther investigation failed to locate any debris or survi-

vors, as if they had just been swallowed by the island 

itself. 
 
 During World War II, Palmyra was used by the 

U.S. as a naval facility, and as a staging area for air 

raids against Japan.  The Navy also used the atoll as 

a refueling station for long-range air patrols and 

passing submarines.  During these years on Palmyra, 

Navy personnel were to experience firsthand the 

mysterious powers of the atoll.  It was said that many 

of the soldiers stationed there were apt to be over-

come by a mysterious and irrational feeling of fear.  

This acute sense of inexplicable dread was at times 

so overpowering that some personnel insisted they be 

allowed off the island.  Still, others were prone to 

sudden, violent outbursts, and it was reported that 

fights and even murders were known to occur.  Other 

sailors were seized by potent panic attacks or com-

mitted suicide under mysterious circumstances. 

Old salts in the Pacific called it the Palmyra Curse. 
 
 After World War II, Palmyra remained uninhab-

ited, yet bizarre happenings and experiences associ-
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ated with it would certainly not abate.  Perhaps the 

most famous incident that occurred on the island is 

the 1974 mysterious and grisly double murder of a 

couple visiting the island.  It is a murder case steeped 

in high strangeness that remains unsolved to this day.  

A book and a movie both titled And the Sea Will 

Tell describe this interesting chapter of the atoll’s 

history.   
 
 At the very same time this was happening, the 

first ever Kingman Reef DXpedition, KP6KR was 

taking place by W6RJ (SK), N6RJ, W6OAT, 

W6OOL and KH6CHC.  They also operated from 

Palmyra as KP6PA, and they would have stayed 

longer had it not been for the fear of the couple al-

leged to have subsequently committed murders on 

the island. 
 
 Theories abound about what is happening on Pal-

myra Atoll.  Some say it’s haunted by the souls of 

sailors shipwrecked on its jagged reefs long ago.  

Still, others think this is a land with one foot into 

some parallel dimension, pushing at whatever thin 

membrane separates us from an entirely unknown 

reality.  Then, there are those who say Palmyra is 

something altogether different….that it is a living 

entity possessed of its own dark will. 
 
 For the most part, Palmyra remains a seemingly 

tranquil, beautiful island paradise hidden away from 

the rest of the world.  However, looks can be deceiv-

ing. Knowing the island’s menacing history, it is 

hard to look at this postcard perfect island getaway 

and not feel that there is a quality of insidious evil 

lurking somewhere.  Perhaps as one yachtsman said, 

“Palmyra will always belong to itself, never to man.” 

Palmyra today 
 In 2009, the Pacific Remote Islands Marine Na-

tional Monument, comprising Palmyra Atoll, Baker 

Island, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston 

Atoll and Kingman Reef was established.   
  
 The Secretary of the Interior has delegated the 

responsibility for supervising this National Monu-

ment to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  These 

refuges host terrestrial and marine life in large num-

bers, and unique and specialized life forms beyond 

our imagination.  The Nature Conservancy and the 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service are partnering to pro-

tect Palmyra.  Through the Palmyra Atoll Research 

Consortium, it is also being developed as a center for 

scientific study.  

 

Ham history 
 On January 5, 1980, Lockheed 18 Lodestar 

N163R was carrying seven amateur radio operators 

from Honolulu to Palmyra.  While approaching the 

airstrip in a pre-dawn rain squall, the Lodestar 

swerved off the runway & collided with trees. 
 
 There were no fatalities, but the aircraft was to-

taled.  One passenger sustained fractures, including a 

spine fracture, and a Coast Guard C-130 was called 

in to evacuate the person.  A few days later, another 

person received a shark bite injury and also had to be 

evacuated by the Coast Guard.  Later, N163R was 

pushed up into the trees on the southwest end of the 

runway, where it has remained ever since. 
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The cursed paradise of Palmyra Atoll. 

N163R before the 1980 flight to Palmyra. 

N163R as seen today. 
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 Astronaut Chuck Brady, N8BHQ (SK) was on 

Palmyra (and one day on Kingman) in 1998.  The 

last major DXpedition was in 2000.  In 2005-2006, 

Mike, KH6ND and Kimo, KH7U worked on Pal-

myra for The Nature Conservancy, installing infra-

structure and communications equipment.  They 

were active during their off duty hours.  There has 

been no activity since early 2006, ten years ago. 
 
 Overall, Palmyra/Jarvis is ranked #9 most-wanted 

worldwide.  It was #2 most-wanted in Europe, which 

is, for all practical purposes, antipodal, with difficult 

very long path propagation through the aurora zones.  

Some of our best propagation predictions suggested 

that we might be able to get as much as 5% of our 

log filled with Europeans!  Remember the Palmyra 

Curse? 

 

Pacific Island DX Group and Permission 

 The Pacific Island DX Group (PIDXG) is led by 

Lou, N2TU & Craig, K9CT.  Recent DXpeditions in 

the Pacific were to Wake & Midway.  A couple of 

the team members were recently on Chesterfield and 

Willis Islands in the south Pacific.  For years, just 

like the KP1-5 Project working in the Caribbean 

arena, leaders have been working with the U.S. Fish 

& Wildlife Service to obtain landing and operating 

permission.  After years of applications, appeals, de-

nials and appeals to the highest levels, the USFWS 

allowed The Nature Conservancy to accept proposals 

for an operation on Cooper Island, the only island of 

the Palmyra Atoll where non-USFWS personnel are 

permitted.    
 
 Interestingly, Lou and Craig were team members 

of the January 2015 K1N Navassa DXpedition.  

While on Navassa, Lou and Craig received word that 

their application was the one accepted for operation 

on Palmyra. 

Planning with restrictions 
 A few short years ago, a provisional Special Use 

Permit was issued to a group seeking to activate Jar-

vis (same DXCC entity as Palmyra), but there were 

severe restrictions, allowing only vertical antennas 

no more than seven feet in height.  All cables would 

need to be buried, and an area of only about 900 

square feet would be allowed for all activities.   

Pretty unrealistic! 
 
 The PIDXG was given the time slot of December 

2015 to February 2016, as these were the three 

months that no research was conducted on Palmyra, 

and the population would be a minimal maintenance 

4 The Gray Line Report  March, 2016 

QSL front:  This is NOT the kind of QSL card anyone 
wants to give out!  Remember the Palmyra Curse?  
There is always some risk to take on DXpeditions.  

Remember those, too, who were killed by pirates in 
the South China Sea on the way to Spratly. 

75,210 



crew, thus allowing for accommodations. 
 
 Logistically, a real challenge loomed, as the once 

annual supply barge would be leaving Honolulu in 

only six weeks.  Thanks to generous donors and the 

incredible help of Kimo, KH7U in Honolulu, all of 

our gear (antennas, coax and everything needed for a 

major DXpedition) made it onto the barge in time.   

No other vessel or ships were allowed to enter or 

land on Palmyra.    
 
 Radios and laptops would later be shipped to 

Kimo to be taken as checked baggage with us on the 

irregular (read: on-demand) flight to Palmyra.  The 

plane which has been irregularly flying to Palmyra 

for the past twelve years could accommodate twelve 

operators. 

 

More restrictions 
 All antennas had to be verticals and limited to a 

small area.  Any horizontal antennas would be an 

invitation to bird landings and injury.  We would be 

allowed to operate from the boathouse, and use the 

wharf for our antennas, so as not to disturb any other 

natural area.  The wharf is 300 feet (100 meters) 

long, and less than 100 feet wide at the widest. 

Goals: ATNO & EU emphasis 
 There is no question that there was a lot of pent-

up demand in Europe (and the rest of the world) for 

making just ONE all-time new contact.  With the lo-

cation, propagation, and antenna restrictions working 

against us, we knew we would really have to work 

hard for those short openings to Europe.  We ex-

pected a daily shortpath and a daily longpath opening 

on most bands.  Central and western Europe would 

be the most difficult.    
 
 Murphy and the Palmyra Curse were always 

watching us.  About six weeks before departure, we 

were “advised” that we could not take our planned 

team of twelve.  The FAA determined several 

months before that the plane that had been flying to 

Navassa for the past dozen years was not now certi-

fied to use an unimproved runway, as regulations had 

changed.  TNC scrambled and found a certified 

plane, but the capacity was nine passengers.  We 

could have worked in an extra flight, but the incre-

mental cost was unthinkable at this late stage of the 

game.  Three gracious volunteers backed out.  In ad-

dition, team size and number of stations for the lim-

ited time started to horn in on our operation!  The 

only good news was with the new plane and its 

schedule; we ended up with one extra full day of op-

eration. 

 

The operation 
 The team all arrived in Honolulu on January 9th.   

The next day, we met Kimo, KH7U at the private air 

terminal to store our checked baggage (radios, ampli-

fiers and station equipment).  We visited the fabulous 

KH6YY contest station on the north shore of Oahu.   

That evening, we had dinner with TNC and USFWS 

officials. 

 Originally, the plan was to be at the airport at 6am 

for a 7am departure to Palmyra.  We were told the 

day before that it would be at least noon before we 

could leave, as a part was being shipped in for a 

faulty instrument.  The Palmyra Curse again?     
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Operation and antennas were restricted  
to the boathouse and wharf areas. 

Our checked baggage:  
radios, amps, laptops and station equipment. 



 However, we were told that with our delayed 

flight, we would only have a couple hours of day-

light remaining that day; we could stay an EXTRA 

day.  We had NO problem with that. 
 
 We arrived at the terminal at 11am.  We had a 

mandatory briefing by USFWS, and then a pilot 

briefing.  After that, we 

were told that with the 

checked bags on board, 

there was no more room 

for our carry-on baggage, 

which contained our 

clothes and toiletries.  

We were given the 

choice of leaving every-

thing behind or get eve-

rything we could into one 

large Zip-loc bag, which 

we could hold on our 

laps.  Everyone complied 

with this, and when we 

finally boarded the plane 

shortly after noon, we all 

knew what sardines feel 

like.  We were PACKED! 
 
 We asked our pilot to fly over Kingman Reef, and 

he complied.  There is very little left exposed above 

water.  Later, when we checked the tide tables, we 

flew over Kingman at LOW tide! 

Palmyra International Airport terminal 
 After a mandatory briefing by TNC on rules and 

how the camp operates, we threw our belongings into 

our assigned cabins and headed to the Dry Lab and 

wharf area to begin our deployment.  We were able 

to get one SteppIR BigIR vertical up and operational 

before dark.  We finished the second one after dark 

with our headlamps.  Two stations were operating all 

night with massive pileups! 

 

East SteppIR BigIR on the wharf 
 At dawn the next morning, we went QRT and 

everyone pitched in to finish our antennas.  The 22-

year old Battle Creek Special (BCS) was assembled 

and went up without a hitch.  On the wharf, we had 

the BCS in the middle, with a BigIR vertical at each 

end.  Many radials of each of these antennas were in 

salt water.  To say that is was hot and humid is an 

understatement. 
 
 We negotiated with TNC, and were able to place a 

third BigIR vertical in a clearing on the opposite side 

of the Dry Lab.  In another clearing, we put up a 20m 
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Jerry, WB9Z repacking 
only essentials  
into one baggie. 

Kingman Reef January, 2016 - The circle shows the 
only part of the reef above water…..at LOW tide. 

We had an uneventful three hour flight and landing 
on Palmyra.  The TNC crew  

literally rolled out the red carpet for us. 

Palmyra International Airport terminal. 



SVDA array aimed at central Europe. 

 We had an SAL-30 receive array, which we ini-

tially put up near the Dry Lab, but there was a lot of 

de-sense and noise picked up from laboratory equip-

ment.  We were able to move it 800 feet away, and 

found this location to be extremely quiet.  Without 

this antenna, we would not have had the success we 

had on 160 and 80 meters.  We had the usual tropical 

QRN, but surprisingly little in the way of local thun-

derstorms.  We only heard one clap of thunder while 

we were there.  The SAL-30 really helped with this 

noise. 
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22-year old Battle Creek Special.   
World record holder for ups and downs! 

Ask Jerry, WB9Z if it was hot! 

20m SVDA pointing to Europe. 

SAL-30 receiving antenna. 



 The Curse never left us alone.  The BCS only 

worked on 40m.  We took it down (always a 6- to7-

person operation), retightened and clamped the 40m 

trap and put it back up.  Only then did it work on 40 

and 80.  Taking it back down, we reconfigured the 

80m trap at the top, and it then worked on all three 

bands….until the third QSO on 160m.  Of course, it 

was dark, and repairs had to be made the next morn-

ing.  To make a very long story short, we made a re-

cord number of erecting and lowering of a BCS, at 

least 13 or 14 times.  The internal capacitance 

mechanisms had failed after 22 years of traveling to 

salt water environments.  We bypassed the 40 & 80 

meter traps and extended the “L” to make a resonant 

inverted-L for 160m use only. 
 

 Since the BigIR verticals are a compromise on 

80m, we had one 62-ft Spiderpole that we made into 

a full-size 80m ground plane, again, with plenty of 

radials and many in salt water.   

West SteppIR BigIR  
and 80m Spiderpole vertical in background. 

P.A.R.C. is really the Palmyra Amateur Radio Club 
which is often mistaken for  

the Palmyra Atoll Research Consortium. 

The 80m ¼-wave Spiderpole vertical. 
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 The Dry Lab is called the Dry Lab because it was 

the only air-conditioned building, hence it is dry and 

protects the sensitive laboratory equipment from the 

extremely high outside humidity.  We had plenty of 

desk space in the Dry Lab to set up four stations and 

an additional station for our 6m beacon.  Elecraft 

generously provided K3Ss and KPA-500s for five 

stations. 

 We divided into three teams, and operated in two 

four-hour shifts followed by a three-hour shift.  This 

allowed us to slowly rotate each team through the 

day/night and follow the propagation.  Three stations 

were always on the air, and during the daytime, the 

fourth station was always occupied by an “off duty” 

operator.  Late at night, 160, 80 & 40m were always 

open.  When 30m was open at night, one station 

would usually alternate between 160m and 80m. 
 
 We had excellent propagation into Asia, Oceana 

and North & South America, as we expected.  We 

knew from studying the propagation charts and fore-

casts, when to expect European openings and paths.   

With this information, and help from our pilots, we 

greatly exceeded our expected 5% logging of Europe 

to over 11% at the end!!  Not only with being on the 

down slope of Cycle 24, and with solar flux being 

only 95-102, and with very high A-indices, we had 

another curse to contend with.  There was a large To-

tal Electron Cloud (TEC) hovering directly over us 

for the first ten days or so of our operation.  This at-

tenuated both outgoing and incoming high angle sig-

nals. 

 

 This map shows the two crests of the equatorial 

ionosphere.  There is one on each side of the mag-

netic equator.  The crests are clumps of increased 

electron density, and are responsible for trans-

equatorial propagation. This is pretty much a normal 

feature of the equatorial ionosphere, and the crests 

move around the Earth (centered about the magnetic 

equator).  Any higher angle RF would encounter this 

“cloud,” and account for attenuation of incoming and 

outgoing signals.  This explains why those with com-

promised or low antennas (i.e. - high takeoff angles) 

had such a difficult time contacting us. 
 
 In the first few days we were plagued with noise 

right in the middle of our 160m operating area.  We 

eventually tracked down the source to be the solar 

inverters. The SAL-30 made a huge dent in the noise, 

making the band quite usable. 

The operating positions in the Dry Lab. 

Noise in the middle of the 160m band!! 

Noise with SAL-30 in line! 
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 Another issue was the “Dragon” or Over-The-

Horizon Radar (OTHR).  There were times it would 

really interfere with our rate.  Below is a picture 

taken on the Maestro screen, showing the spectrum 

from 1.5 to 15 MHz.   As you can see, the radio is 

tuned to 160m and WITH the 160m bandpass filter 

in line, you can see the W I D E spectrum utilized by 

the OTHR.  You can also see the signal concentrated 

on 40m and on 30m.  20m was spared. 
  

 I brought along my FlexRadio 6500 and new 

Maestro interface.  We used the 6500 mostly on the 

low bands, because of the superior and incredible 

noise handling characteristics of the radio.   Those of 

us who used the FlexRadio saw another dimension to 

the low bands that has not existed until now.  With 

the quiet background and visualization of signals, we 

could find and copy signals like never before on the 

low bands! 
  
 The TNC Staff were very interested in our activi-

ties, and often stopped by to watch and/or listen in on 

our QSOs.  They became good at predicting how 

many Qs would be posted on the white board in the 

dining hall at each meal time.  At least one of the  

staff is working on getting study materials and get-

ting his ham license.  The days passed by all too 

quickly, as we had our noses to the grindstone. 

OTHR covering 2 to14 MHz  
(with the 160m bandpass filter in line!!) 

Me, WØGJ using my FlexRadio 6500 & Maestro. 

Palmyra Yacht Club - outside. 

Palmyra Yacht Club - inside. 

Hermit crab. 
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Coconut crab. 

King spider. 

Rayn, the red-footed booby - the camp pet. 

Lou and his buddy, Rayn. 

Palmyra ATV, complete with umbrella and machete! 

The swimming hole.  Just watch out for sharks! 
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Success!  75,210 Qs 
 We went QRT at 1845z on January 26th with  

75,210 contacts in the log!  We kept two, then finally 

one station on the air as long as we could.  By night-

fall, everything had been dismantled and packed for 

shipping.  We were exhausted! 
 
 We worked 157 DXCC entities with 18,263 

(24.3%) unique callsigns.  Continental breakdown:  

    North America 46.1%,  

    Asia 34.2%,  

    Europe 11.3%,  

    Oceana 4.6%,  

    South America 3.4% and  

    Africa 0.6%.    
 
 We know Europeans were frustrated with condi-

tions and weak signals, but with our efforts to find 

the openings to Europe, we more than doubled our 

expected number of predicted contacts.     
 
 The beauty of CW really came through with weak 

signals and poor propagation.  About 57% of our 

contacts were CW, 30% SSB and 13% RTTY. 

For nine operators, limited antennas and limited 

propagation, we all felt a sense of accomplish-

ment….and had a very good time doing it! 

 

THANKS 
 We cannot express enough gratitude to the U.S. 

Fish & Wildlife Service and The Nature Conser-

vancy for their permissions and patience in working 

with us to make this DXpedition successful!  With-

out the support and infrastructure of TNC, our logis-

tics would have been much more complex and even 

more expensive! 
 
 Our equipment sponsors, especially Elecraft, Ex-

pert Amplifiers America, SteppIR Antennas, DX En-

gineering, Array Solutions and other vendors went 

beyond the extra mile to insure that we were well 

supplied with radios, amplifiers, antennas and every-

thing else needed for a successful operation. 
  
 We cannot thank our global pilots enough for 

their daily suggestions to help with finding the right 

time and frequencies to our most difficult propaga-

tion paths. 
 
 Most importantly, without the financial help of 

foundation donors like NCDXF, INDEXA and oth-

ers, many clubs and organizations, and many, many 

individual DXers, this DXpedition could not have 

taken place.  Thank you very much for your support 

and faith in us!  Having “seed money” before the 

DXpedition gets on the air makes it all possible.  We 

cannot thank you enough!! 

The nine of us more than doubled the population. 

Main Street, Palmyra Atoll.     
And, you’re right…..nothing there. 

Roughing it in our private cabins. 
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Where do we go next? 
 At the time of this writing (February 2016), we 

have no definite plans.  We are working from various 

angles and positions on other entities somewhere 

near the top of The Most Wanted list, but there is 

nothing to report or even hint at.  Most places con-

trolled by USFWS and/or the military require long 

periods of time, tons of paperwork, negotiations over 

restrictions and equipment/antennas/personnel, etc. 

for a successful operation….and then come transpor-

tation issues and logistics.   
 
 There is a reason why many entities are on The 

Most Wanted list: they are politically remote, physi-

cally remote, financially remote or, as we have seen, 

have issues like the Palmyra Curse.  With planning 

and working diligently, many of these obstacles can 

be overcome….sometimes with a little luck thrown 

in!  To paraphrase Admiral Farragut: “Damn the Pal-

myra Curse, full speed ahead!” 

            

          73 & good DX! 

            Glenn, WØGJ 

Lou, N2TU 

Craig, K9CT 

Hal, W8HC 

Mike, K9NW 

Dick, W3OA 

Tom, ND2T 
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John, K6MM 

Jerry, WB9Z 

And me, WØGJ 

Left to right:  
Dick, W3OA; Glenn, WØGJ; Jerry, WB9Z; Craig, K9CT; Hal, W8HC; Lou, N2TU; John, K6MM; Mike, K9NW and Tom, ND2T. 

Sunsets never get better than this!  
(The view from the mess hall.) 
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 TCDXA Treasury Report 
              February 25, 2016 
 
   For FY 2016: September, 2015 to August, 2016 
 
Income: 
Carryover from FY 2015    $4,165.60 
2016 dues and donations       4,007.36 
Door prize ticket sales                   451.00 
Total YTD income                        $8,623.96 
 
Expenses YTD: 
Membership Recruitment               0.00 
Website                               0.00 
Office supplies and misc.               (18.68) 
Holiday party 2015                   0.00 
ARRL Spectrum Defense Fund          (257.52) 
NCDXF Donation                    0.00 
MWA Plaque                           (75.00) 
DXpedition Donation, KP5         (1,500.00) 
DXpedition Donation, FT4JA          (1,000.00) 
DXpedition Donation, PZ5W          (200.00) 
DXpedition Donation, ZL9A      (500.00) 
DXpedition Donation #5                      0.00 
DXpedition Donation #6                         0.00 
DXpedition Donation #7                      0.00 
DXpedition Donation #8                            0.00 
DXpedition Donation #9                         0.00 
Total YTD expenses                  ($3,551.20)  
 
          
Current Checking Balance    $4,863.19 
PayPal balance                  159.57 
Cash on hand                                  50.00  
Total current funds      $5,072.76 

Join TCDXA 
 
 Our mission is to raise Dollars for DX, used to help 

fund qualified DXpeditions.   
 
 Our funds come from annual member contributions 

(dues) and other donations.   
 
 TCDXA is a non-profit organization, as described in 

Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  All con-

tributions from U.S. residents are tax-deductible. 
 
 Becoming a member is easy.  Go to http://tcdxa.org/ and 

follow the instructions on the home page.   
 
 All contributions (including annual dues) may now be 

paid on our secure site, using PayPal or credit card.  

Get two weeks of The Daily DX or a sample of  
The Weekly DX free by sending a request to 

bernie@dailydx.com, or at http://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm. 

DXers Have  
a Choice! 

The Daily DX - is a text DX bulletin that can be sent 

via email to your home or office Monday through Friday, 
and includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL 
information, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and 
much, much more.  With a subscription to The Daily DX, 
you will also receive DX news flashes and other interest-
ing DX tidbits.  Subscriptions are $49.00 for one year or 
$28.00 for 6 mos.   
 
The Weekly DX - is a product of The Daily DX that 

can be sent weekly to your home or office via email in 
the form of a PDF (portable document format).  It in-
cludes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL infor-
mation, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and graph-
ics.  Subscriptions are $27.00 for one year.   
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NCJ Interviews Rev. Paul Bittner, WØAIH! 

The March/

April issue of 

the National 

Contest Journal 

has a great inter-

view with Paul.   

 
TCDXA Welcomes our Newest Members! 

 
Gregor Paris, DF7AT - Hambuehren, Germany 

 
Jim Feesl, WØELC - Maplewood, MN 

 
Charlie Mills, W5ENU - Austin, MN 

 
Judy Regennitter, KØUH - Rochester, MN 

http://tcdxa.org/
mailto:bernie@dailydx.com
http://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm
http://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm
http://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm
mailto:grivn001@umn.edu


As  a new member of the newsletter staff, I would like to introduce myself.  I am a 

Lincoln Nebraska native but, I have been living in Minnesota since January, 1989. 

My father, now 93 years old, was an engineer and former B-24 bomber pilot.  His father 

was a blacksmith.   
  
 I grew up learning about how things worked and how to fix them.  About age 8, my in-

terest turned toward electricity and electronics.  I bought batteries, switches and light bulbs 

to begin with.  As many of our age, I built a crystal radio.  The coil was wound on a paper 

towel tube and tuned with a “church key.”  The ca-

pacitor was made from interleaved strips cut from a 

tin can and mica from my rock collection.  (I had 

heard about mica capacitors and thought this would 

be a good idea.)  The whole capacitor was wrapped 

in friction tape.  The crystal was a piece of galena, 

also from my rock collection, and the “cat’s whisker” 

was a safety pin with a rubber eraser on it, so I could 

move it without detuning.  I bought the headphones, 

which I still have.  It worked!  
 
 My godfather had access to unsold magazines, 

and gave me everything he could find relating to 

electronics, including Popular Electronics and many Radio/TV repair magazines.  I read 

them all cover-to-cover, including all of the ads.  People heard about my interest, and started 

donating old radios, most of which I gutted for parts.  (Sadly, some of the old radios were 

real classics, but we didn’t know.) 
 

Dan Dantzler 

WØJMP 
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Trimm headphones - used with my 
homebrew crystal radio. 

http://n0at.home.comcast.net/~n0at/


 For Christmas, in about 1958 or 1959 (I was 

ten or eleven), my parents bought me an A. C. 

Gilbert “Erec-tronic” radio building set.  A. C. 

Gilbert was the company that made the famous 

“Erector Sets,” and this was an electronic version.  

Various parts: resistors, capacitors, coils, transis-

tors and a speaker were mounted to some plastic 

squares with pegs on the bottom.  The parts 

plugged into a supplied pegboard, and had wires 

with clips to attach the components together.  

There were, perhaps, 20 or so suggested circuits 

for doing various experiments.  One was a low-

powered transmitter for broadcasting on the AM 

radio band.  That was my first transmitter.  

 
 My next project was a two-tube AM regenera-

tive receiver from the Cub Scout Lion handbook.  

It was built on a piece of plywood (real “bread-

board”), and featured a 1S5 and 3V4 tube comple-

ment.  Why do I still remember those tube num-

bers today, when I can’t remember yesterday’s 

lunch?  I saved up the money to buy the parts, 

which were not in my junk box.  The total was 

about $18, which I earned mowing, shoveling, 

weeding and other odd jobs in the neighborhood.  

By this time, I was also collecting coins.  When I 

got the money together, I had a hard decision to 

make: buy the parts for the radio, or buy a 1909 S 

“VDB” penny.  After deliberation, I rode the bus 

down to the electronics parts jobber (which was 

mostly frequented by radio and TV repair people) 

and gave my list to the counter guy.  I was on my 

way. 
 
 I wired up the little radio using my dad’s 100-

watt soldering iron, and hooked up the 1.5 volt 

“A” battery.  The filaments glowed.  I was very ex-

cited.  Next, I hooked up the 90-volt “B” battery and 

my heart sunk.  In two quick flashes, both filaments 

burned out.  I was sick.  I think the tubes cost about 

three bucks for the pair.   
 
 I checked and double-checked my work, and sure 

enough, I found a wiring error.  I fixed the error, and 

after mowing a few more lawns, rode the bus back 

downtown to buy two more tubes.  I plugged the new 

tubes into their sockets and again hooked up the “A” 

battery.  Once again, the filaments glowed warmly.  

So, with sweaty and shaky hands, it was time once 

more for the 90-volt test.  “Blink-blink” went the two 

filaments.  Maybe this is why I remember the tube 

numbers.   
 
 So, once more, I double-, triple- and quadruple-

checked my work against the diagram in the Cub 

Scout manual.  I could find no errors.  I was at a loss, 

and out of money once more.   
 
 A month or so later, I took another three dollars 

down to the parts jobber.  This time, I was fortunate 

to find a university EE student behind the counter.  I 

told him my sad tale.  He asked if I traced the circuit 

with my VTVM before I hooked up the battery.  Not 

only did I not have a VTVM, I did not even know 

what one was (Vacuum Tube Volt Meter for any 

youngsters that might be reading this; the predecessor 

to the VOM).  The kid offered to come to my house 

on Saturday and help me trace out the circuit and find 

the problem.  What a lifesaver he was!  It took him 

about ten minutes to find the problem.  It was an error 

in the Cub Scout handbook that put 90 volts directly 

on the filaments!  I wonder how many other little cub 

scouts built this radio and fried 1S5s and 3V4s.  At 

any rate, the radio now worked!   

 
 Next, I wanted two-way radio communications.  

So, I bought a couple of 100 mw CB handheld kits 

from Burstein-Applebee in Kansas City.  They were 

regenerative receivers that worked....sort of.  I drilled 

holes in the back so I could tune the slug without tak-

ing them apart.  The coil required constant adjustment 
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A. C. Gilbert EREC-TRONIC set. 

The receiver from the Cub Scout Lion handbook. 



to get good performance.  Now, my friends and I 

could communicate for a city block or two.  But, I 

wanted more. 
 
 I considered buying CB base station radios, but 

instead started reading about ham radio. That was 

clearly the way to go.  I bought a pack of four 

books from the ARRL.  The package was called 

something like “How to Get Your Amateur Radio 

License.”  I started studying, and it seemed daunt-

ing.  The theory was not too bad, but I had no idea 

how to learn code.   
 
 One of my friend’s father was the chief engi-

neer for the local TV station.  While the studio 

was in Lincoln, the transmitter was about 25 miles 

west, near the town of Seward.  The transmitter 

engineer was a member of the Blue Valley Radio 

Club in Seward, and they were giving classes.   
 
 Four of us young boys talked our parents into 

taking us to Seward once a week for classes. The 

parents rotated chauffer duties, and after a couple 

months we were all hams.  I bought the Ameco 33 

RPM code practice record that I am sure many of 

you used.  

 
 At that time, you could hold both the Novice 

and Technician class licenses.  The Novice was 

good for one year, non-renewable; and the Tech 

was good for five years.  I now had my first two 

calls: WNØJMP, Novice and WAØJMP, Tech-

nician. 
 
 My first station was very substandard.  The 

transmitter was a 6DQ6 oscillator from the pages 

of the 1964 Radio Amateur’s Handbook.  The re-

ceiver was a cheap Lafayette general coverage 

receiver, and the antenna was a Hy-Gain 18V ver-

tical, which is still in production.  I made very few 

contacts.   

 

 About the same time, we started a radio club at 

my school, and put together a decent station.  We 

had a Heath DX-60 and matching HR-10 receiver.  I 

went to a local antenna company, Hy-Gain, and 

begged for a tri-band beam.  They turned me down 

but did give us a 5-band fan trap dipole that we 

strung high on the roof.  I made far more contacts 

from the school club station than from my home sta-

tion.  However, I was still struggling with 13 WPM 

when my Novice license expired. 

 
 With my Technician license still valid, I became 

interested in six meters, and put together a decent 

station.  My transmitter was built from an article in 

CQ Magazine.  It used a 2E26 (horizontal output 

tube) and Heising modulation for a stunning 15 

watts input on AM.  My receiver was a nuvistor con-

verter feeding the same cheap general coverage La-

fayette receiver.  The converter was also from the 

1964 handbook.  
  
 I had a 5-element wide-spaced Telrex (not Telex) 

six meter beam.  With that station, I logged 37 states 

on six meters before an ice storm took down my 

tower.  
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This is how I learned Morse code. 

My first QSL card. 

Our school radio club (from my school year book). 



 In the meantime, I got serious about getting my 

code speed up, and finally passed the General.  

One of my high school friends had just upgraded 

to an SSB transceiver, so he loaned his old station 

to me: a Knight T-150A transmitter and a Collins 

75A-1 receiver.  I was in tall cotton!  Now, I had a 

working station.  I even built a 3-element wire 

Yagi for 15 meters that I placed in my parent’s 

attic.  
 
 During the same time period, I earned money 

by fixing radios.  In particular, radio and TV 

shops hated to work on car radios.  So, that was 

my niche.  Being young and agile, I could contort 

myself up under the dash to remove the radios.  I 

built up a test bench, which included an Eico low 

voltage power supply, Eico signal generator (that I 

still have), an RCA VTVM and a Heath magic eye 

capacitor checker (that I also still have).  I did not 

have a tube checker, but I had the Sylvania tube 

manual, and every drugstore and hardware store 

had a tube checker.  I got pretty good at fixing car 

radios. 
 
 Soon, my friend wanted his old station back, so 

I bought an Eico 753 SSB transceiver kit.  It was 

one of the first units shipped.  I was getting two or 

three manual errata sheets per week while I was 

building it.  Once I got it built and on the 

air…..well, what can I say….it was a very bad 

radio.  It deserved its nickname; the “seven-drifty-

three.”  But, at least I was on the air. 
 
 After high school, I started as an EE student at 

the University of Nebraska, and my radio activi-

ties decreased.  I would like to say it was because 

of all the time I spent studying but, in fact, it was 

because of my “rich social life.”  After my second 

semester grade average of 0.6 (on a 4.0 scale), the 

University asked me to not come back.  
 
 As I mentioned, my dad was an engineer.  He 

was the first one in his family to finish high 

school and, of course, the first one with a college 

degree.  I knew he was going to be VERY upset 

when he learned of my academic neglect.  This 

was the spring of 1967 at the height of the Viet-

nam War.  I decided I would be safer enlisting in 

the Army than waiting for my dad’s angry lec-

tures.  So, I enlisted.   
 
 The recruiter was a very good salesman.  I 

guess you had to talk boys into enlisting in the 

Army in 1967.  He told me that, by enlisting rather 

than waiting to be drafted, I could select a MOS.  He 

explained that MOS stood for Military Occupational 

Specialty.  I guess that’s the same as J-O-B.  As I’m 

going down the list of MOS options, I found Field 

Radio Operator.  Wow, cool!  I loved camping and 

radio, and that was an opportunity to do both.  The 

recruiter got very serious and said, “No, pick another 

one.”  I didn’t understand at the time, but later 

learned that the field radio operator out on patrol was 

often the first person shot.  But, it really became moot 

when I flunked the physical.  Obviously, I was not 

fully aware, and was disappointed.  So, I took a job in 

Colorado at a summer resort to give my dad a few 

months to cool off. 
 
 I returned to Lincoln in the fall of 1967.  I needed 

a job.  There was an ad for a draftsman at Hy-Gain.  I 

had very little drafting experience, but luckily they 

had very low standards to match their low pay.  I got 

the job….pay was a staggering buck-eighty an hour.  

I expected that everyone at Hy-Gain would be a ham, 

and the break and lunch conversations would be 

dominated by ham radio topics.  Turns out there were 

only four hams in this 100-person company, and two 

of them were the company founders: Ted and Andy 

Andros……who never sat at my table at break.  
 
 I loved working at Hy-Gain, and moved up 

through promotions.  The following spring, I met my 

future wife.  She was not a ham, and had no interest 

but, she was tolerant.  What more could I ask for?  

We married in June, 1970.   
 
 Apartment dwelling was not very compatible with 

ham radio, so all my equipment was boxed and 

stored.  Soon, I was back in school part-time, work-

ing full-time and we had a baby on the way…..ham 

radio moved to the back of the line.   
 
 Then, we bought a house, and I thought I could get 

back on the air….and I did but, time was very lim-

ited.  Besides school, work and the new baby, we 

were renovating our old house.  We did that a couple 

more times before we finally found a house we liked.   
 
 OK, now I was back on the air.  By that time, Hy-

Gain had bought Galaxy Radio, and I could borrow 

radios and get on the air.  But, I still did not operate 

with the passion of a new ham.  Somehow, being in 

the business made it less fun for me but, I did get on 

occasionally, and made some contacts. 
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 The early 70s were dominated by the CB 

boom….and the subsequent bust.  Hy-Gain went 

from 100 people to 2000.  Sales shot from $6 mil-

lion to $100 million in two and a half years.  After 

the bust, Hy-Gain declared bankruptcy in January, 

1978.   
 
 I went to work for Dale Electronics in Norfolk, 

Nebraska as a senior process engineer.  Dale was a 

great company, and I loved my work but, by this 

time, I had finished my undergraduate degree, and 

wanted to start on my master’s.  That was not possi-

ble in Norfolk.   
 
 Telex Communications, based in Bloomington, 

bought the remnants of Hy-Gain and the General 

Manager in Lincoln tried to put together the old 

management team.  So, after only about six months 

at Dale, we returned to Lincoln.  I was the engineer-

ing manager in charge of both design and manufac-

turing engineering.  A few years later, my boss left, 

and I became the General Manager.  During this 

time, work, family and my master’s degree course 

work took time away from hamming. 
 
 In 1989, nine of us bought Telex through a lever-

aged buyout.  We moved to Minnesota, and once 

again as a management team, we had our hands very 

full trying to turn around the company and grow it.  

I worked many 80-hour weeks and, as my wife still 

reminds me, had to cancel quite a few planned vaca-

tions.   
 
 By 1995, we were starting to get on top of things, 

and I decided to get back on the air.  Obviously, my 

old tube gear was badly outdated.  I bought a Ken-

wood TS-50 and put up a stealth vertical in our 

HOA-controlled neighborhood.  It wasn’t much of a 

station, but, the old fire was starting to return.   
 
 In the fall of 1996, we moved to Burnsville, and 

for the first time in a long time I was able to put to-

gether a decent station.  I put up a tower and bought 

an amp and a new radio.  My little TS-50 became a 

mobile rig.  
 
 In May, 1997 we sold the company to a New 

York investment banking firm.  I continued to work 

for the company, as did most of our team.  But, it 

was not the same.  Investment banking firms had 

different ethics and goals than we did, and a lot of 

conflict followed.  By December, 1999, I had 

enough and I left the company.   
 
 I made up my “bucket list,” which included 

working on my DXCC totals.  I had never really 

chased DX until this point.  But, surprisingly, a lot 

of other retirement activities also took up time.  I 

was doing quite a bit of consulting, and we had a 

ski condo in Breckenridge and a lake home on 

Lake Pepin.  With tons of frequent flyer miles, we 

did quite a bit of traveling.   
 
 I picked away at DXCC, and took my stack of 

cards to Dayton for checking in 2002.  I was sur-

prised that a basic mixed DXCC was not all that 

difficult, so started to chase more.  I now have 

eight DXCC certificates on the wall, and am 

working hard on 5 Band DXCC.  Of course, 20, 

15, and 10 are easy, and I am not too far away on 

40 but, I have only 42 entities on 80 meters.  

However, I will get there. 

 
 My current station is an Icom IC-7600 as the 

main rig.  The amp is a Tokyo Hy-Power HL 

1.5KFX.   Antennas are a 3-element SteppIR, di-

poles for 30, 40 and 80 and a vertical for 80.   
 
 I also do weak signal vhf and uhf operating 

with an Elecraft K2 (built by Pat, KØPC), to-

gether with transverters and amplifiers.  I have 31 

elements on 432, 6 elements on 220 and 15 ele-

ments on 2 meters. The SteppIR works with an 

added passive element giving me 4 elements on 

six meters.  I also have an Icom IC-7100 for mo-

bile and portable operations and an Elecraft KX3 

for camping. 
 
 Most of my operating is using digital modes 

and CW.  Occasionally, I do use SSB for DX or a 

contest.  I’m not a big contester, but, I do want to 

get more involved in that aspect of the hobby. 
 
 My current entity count is 269, with 268 con-

firmed.  I feel like a rank beginner in the company 

of the TCDXA.  I know that many other members 

have worked them all.  I doubt if I will ever get to 

that level, but, I am still 

having lots of fun.  

And, I am learning so 

much from this group. 
 
    73, Dan, WØJMP 
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The MWA Contest Corner 

ARRL Contest Advisory Committee Update 
by Al Dewey, KØAD 

 New Dakota Division CAC Representative Named 

After  ten years of representing the Dakota Division on the ARRL Con-

test Advisory Committee, I recently decided that it was time for me to step down.  

I am a believer that all such committees suffer when committee members hang 

on too long.  Occasional turnover in the committee provides the benefit of new 

ideas and fresh perspectives on old ideas.  I also had a concern that the average 

age on the CAC members is fairly high, with many of the members retirees like 

me.   
  
 With that in mind, I recommended to our new Division Director that Pat 

Korkowski, NAØN be appointed to take my place.  Pat has accepted this assignment as the new Dakota Divi-

sion CAC Representative.  I encourage you all to give Pat your support, as he works with the CAC to address 

issues with ARRL contests. 
 
 I took this opportunity to look back on the last ten years of CAC ac-

tivity.  The wheels of the ARRL Advisory Committees often move 

slowly, which is both a blessing and a curse.  The somewhat bureau-

cratic process used by the League’s advisory committees mean that 

changes are not going to be made very quickly to ARRL contest rules.  

The advantage of this is that it prevents the League from making “knee 

jerk” changes to well-established contests.  The downside of the process 

is that it can take a painstakingly long time to implement a contest 

change that has been well thought out, and has real merit. 
 
 When I first joined, the CW skimmer was just coming into its own.  

Many thought that local, self contained skimmers should be allowed in the Single Operator unassisted category.  

Others saw very little difference between stand alone skimmers and the online spotting network.  The CAC 

concurred that standalone skimmers and the online spotting network both constitute assistance, and the PSC 

accepted this interpretation.   
 
 During this time, interest in remote contesting was increasing, and there were all kinds of concerns about 

how it would affect contest operation.  It turns out that the rules already in place for operating a contest from a 

remote location were well-worded and no change was necessary.  During my tenure on the CAC, the ARRL 

DX Contest rules were looked at twice, and a number of recommendations made, including more regionalized 

reporting and the introduction of a shorter time period category for Single Operator entries.  To date, none of 

these recommendations have been implemented. 
 
 Another change that was recommended (and implemented) during my tenure on the CAC was the addition 

of Single Operator Unlimited Categories to the ARRL RTTY Roundup, the IARU Contest, the ARRL 10 Meter 

Contest and the ARRL 160 Meter Contest.  Prior to this, participants using spotting assistance were classified 

as Multi-Ops.  Because of the 10-minute rules for Multi-Ops, it was virtually impossible for Single Ops to ef-

fectively operate Single Operator/Two Radio in the ARRL RTTY and IARU contests.  This change was long 

overdue. 
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Our new Dakota Division CAC  
Representative Pat, NAØN. 



 I have two reflections on my time with the CAC.  

We need to be careful when judging the ARRL Advi-

sory Committees based on the number of changes they 

made and had implemented.  Sometimes (quite often 

actually), a contest is not broken and does not need a 

recommend rule change.  A recommendation of “no 

change recommended by the CAC” should also be 

considered a successful outcome.  Finally, I learned on 

the CAC that there are two sides of every issue.  Of-

ten, when an idea proposed to the CAC seemed like a 

slam dunk to me for adoption, my opinion sometimes 

changed when I heard well-articulated opposing views 

from other members of the committee.  There were 

very few recommendations made by the CAC while I 

served that had unanimous agreement. 
 
 I know the CAC is looking at a number of things 

right now, but I do not want to steal Pat’s thunder.  Be 

sure to contact either Pat Korkowski (NAØN) at Kor-
korp1@comcast.net, or Division Director Kent Olson 

(KAØLDG) at KA0LDG@arrl.net if you have concerns 

about any ARRL Contest issues.  Thank you all for 

your support during my term on the CAC. 

 

Spring and Summer Contesting 
 By the time you read this, the 2015-2016 Contest 

Season will essentially be over.  Many contesters 

think of the contest “season” being primarily a fall and 

winter pastime.  The Minnesota Wireless Association, 

for example, starts officially competing in Club Com-

petition with the CQWW RTTY Contest in late Sep-

tember and wraps things up with the ARRL DX Phone 

Contest in early March.   
 
 In the spring and summer, most contesters in our 

areas like to take a break, get outside and reacquaint 

themselves with their families.  Without this “off 

time,” many of us run the risk of contest burnout.  I 

like to personally do one contest per month during 

the spring and summer.  If you feel the same way, 

here are the five contests I recommend to get you 

though the spring and summer. 
 
 In late May (typically over Memorial Day week-

end), the CQ WPX CW contest is a lot of fun.  With 

prefixes counting as multipliers, even modest stations 

can experience great rates and run up a big score.  

And, you may even pick up a band country or two.   
 
 In late June, ARRL Field Day is still something I 

look forward to every year.  Many do not view Field 

Day as a contest, but my view is that FD can be what-

ever you want it to be.  If you want to be a competitive 

event, where you hone your contest skills and try out 

new equipment and antennas, go for it.  If you want it 

to be a low-key operation, where you teach newbies, 

as well as non-hams, about amateur radio, that’s awe-

some.  If you want to take a QRP rig into the woods 

with some wire antennas, that’s a great way to spend 

Field Day, too.  Field Day has always been a highlight 

of my summer. 
  
 In mid July, I look forward to the IARU HF 

World Championship.  I think this is as close to a 

perfect contest as there can be.  It starts at 7:00am 

Saturday and runs for 24 hours.  This means you still 

have Friday night and Sunday to do other things.  You 

can operate CW, SSB, or mixed.  It’s a worldwide 

contest, meaning there are plenty of QSOs available.  

And, once every four years, there are all kinds of 

WRTC stations to work.  It is one of my favorite con-

tests.   
 

 In August, I always try to work the North Ameri-

can QSO Party.  These (along with the identical 

event in January) are my favorite contests of the year.  

Because this is a North American only contest limited 

to 100 watts, even small to medium stations can com-

pete.  And, the fact that you can work stations and 

multipliers on six bands, means there are plenty of 

stations to work during the ten-hour duration of the 

contest.  This is a great contest to hone your Single 

Operator/Two Radio (SO2R) skills.  Separate CW and 

SSB versions of the contest are fun on consecutive 

weekends. 
 
 Finally, in early September the NCJ-sponsored 

CW Sprint takes place (along with an identical event 

in February).  This contest may not be for everyone.  

The unique QSY rules mean that you have to be con-

stantly looking for QSOs, rather than simply staying 

on one frequency and running.  It lasts only four hours 

on a Saturday evening, and takes place on 20, 40, and 

80 meters.  You can enter in either a high or low 

power category.  Your first experience with this event 

might be somewhat intimidating.  Stay with it, 

though.  You’ll have fun, once you get the hang of it. 
 
 That’s it.  By the end of September, we are into the 

next contest season. 
    
  See you in the pileups.    Al, KØAD 
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KØAD’s Favorite Spring and Summer Contests  
   May 28-29  CQWW WPX CW*  
   June 25-26 ARRL Field Day  
   July 9-10  IARU HF World Championship  
   August 6-7  NCJ North American CW QSO Party*  
   Sept. 11  NCJ North American CW Sprint*  
 
  *SSB versions of these are available on other weekends. 
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TWIN CITY DX ASSOCIATION (TCDXA) 

CLUB FACT SHEET  
   

Who We Are: 
     The Twin City DX Association (TCDXA) is a 501(c) (3) non-profit amateur radio organization, whose members have 
an interest in DXing and in supporting the club mission: Dollars for DX.  Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation govern 
the club’s operation. 
 
Club Mission: 
     The club mission supports major DXpeditions with financial donations.  The source of operating income for this ac-
tivity is an annual contribution (dues) of $25 from each member.  
  
DX Donation Policy: 
     The policy supports major DXpeditions that meet our requirements for financial sponsorship.  All requests must be 
approved by the Board of Directors.  Final approval is by vote of the full membership.  Over 70 DXpeditions have been 

sponsored since 1997.  Details are available on the website at: http://www.tcdxa.org/sponsoreddxpedtions.html#MenuBar1. 
 
Club History: 
     The club was formed in the early 1970s by a small group of DXers from the Twin City area.  Over the years, the club 
has changed; most notably by opening its doors to anyone interested in DXing - from the casual to the very serious 
operator.  Our membership now resides in numerous states and several countries.      
 
Requirements for Membership  
     We welcome all hams who have an interest in DXing and hold a valid FCC Amateur Radio License.  It doesn’t mat-
ter whether you’re a newcomer, or an oldtimer to DXing; everyone is welcome! 
 
Meetings: 
     The club meets on the third Monday of each month (except July & August) at PUB 42 Restaurant in New Hope, MN.  
Members gather early in the bar for Happy Hour, and move into a private room at 5:00pm for dinner and a short busi-
ness agenda, followed by a program.  If you enjoy a night out on the town with friends, you’ll enjoy this get together.  
Meeting attendance is NOT a requirement for membership.  
 
Club Officers: 
     Four officers, plus one additional member make up the Board of Directors; currently: President Michael Sigelman, 
KØBUD; Vice President Craig Anderson, W9CLA; Secretary-Treasurer Pat Cain, KØPC; DXpedition Funding Manager 
Matt Holden, KØBBC and Director Rich Goodin, WØDD.  
 
Website: 

     We maintain a website at www.TCDXA.org that provides information about a variety of subjects related to the club 
and DXing,  The site is maintained by our webmaster Pat Cain, KØPC. 
  
Newsletter: 
     The GrayLine Report is the club newsletter, which is published on a quarterly basis.  We’re proud of the fact that 
99% of the content is “homegrown” – written by our members.  Past issues are on the website at:  

http://www.tcdxa.org/newsletter.html. 
  
How to Become a Member: 
     An application for membership can be completed and submitted online, or printed and mailed in.  

(See http://www.tcdxa.org/Application.html )  Contributions may be made by check or via the PayPal link on the homepage 

at www.TCDXA.org.   
 
Visit us at a Meeting:   

 You are most welcome to attend a meeting, and look us over, before joining.  Meetings are held at the PUB 42 Res-

taurant at 7600 Avenue North in New Hope (http://pub42.com/ ).  Join us for happy hour at 4:00pm with dinner at 
5:30pm, followed by the meeting at 6:30pm. 
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FT4JA 
PZ5W 
ZL9A 

TCDXA DX DONATION POLICY 
 

  The mission of TCDXA is to support DXing and major DXpeditions by providing 

funding.  Annual contributions (dues) from members are the major source of funding. 
  
 A funding request from the organizers of a planned DXpedition should be directed to 

the DX Donation Manager, Matt, KØBBC, k0bbc@arrl.net .  He and the TCDXA Board of 

Directors will judge how well the DXpedition plans meet key considerations (see below). 
 
 If the Board of Directors deems the DXpedition to be worthy of support, a recom-

mended funding amount is presented to the membership for their vote.  If approved, the 

TCDXA Treasurer will process the funding.. 
 

              Key Considerations for a DXpedition Funding Request 

  

   DXpedition destination         Website with logos of club sponsors 

   Ranking on Most Wanted Survey      QSLs with logos of club sponsors 

   Most wanted ranking by TCDXA Members  Online logs and pilot stations 

   Logistics and transportation costs      Up front cost to each operator 

   Number of operators and their credentials   Support by NCDXF & other clubs 

   Number of stations on the air       LoTW log submissions 

   Bands, modes and duration of operation   Previous operations by same group 

   Equipment: antennas, radios, amps, etc.   Valid license and DXCC approval 

   Stateside and/or foreign QSL manager    Donation address: USA and/or foreign  

 

 

                  To join TCDXA, go to http://tcdxa.org/. 

- end - 
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