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   TCDXA DX DONATION POLICY 

  The mission of TCDXA is to support DXing and major 

DXpeditions by providing funding. Annual contributions (dues) 

from members are the major source of funding. 

 A funding request from the organizers of a planned DXpe-

dition should be directed to the DX Donation Manager, Mike 

Cizek, WØVTT. He and the TCDXA Board of Directors will 

judge how well the DXpedition plans meet key considerations 

(see below). 

 If the Board of Directors deems the DXpedition to be wor-

thy of support, a recommended funding amount is presented to 

the membership for their vote. If approved, the TCDXA Treasur-

er will process the funding.. 

 Key Considerations for a DXpedition Funding Request: 

 DXpedition destination    

 Website with logos of club sponsors 

 Ranking on Most Wanted Survey   

 QSLs with logos of club sponsors 

 Most wanted ranking by TCDXA Members  

 Online logs and pilot stations 

 Logistics and transportation costs    

 Up front cost to each operator 

 Number of operators and their credentials  

 Support by NCDXF & other clubs 

 Number of stations on the air   

 LoTW log submissions 

 Bands, modes and duration of operation  

 Previous operations by same group 

 Equipment: antennas, radios, amps, etc.  

 Valid license and DXCC approval 

 Stateside and/or foreign QSL manager  

 Donation address: USA and/or foreign  

To join TCDXA, go to  

http://tcdxa.org/ 

Newsletter of the  

Twin City DX  

Association 

www.tcdxa.org  
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My shack has had the same layout for over 20 years. Equipment has 

come and gone but the layout remained the same. This layout had several drawbacks in my 

opinion. They were 1) The computer and the radio equipment was side by side and required 

sliding back and forth for some operations 2) Access to the back of the radios was very diffi-

cult. I had to hang upside down to see the backs of the gear 3) some gear were stacked on top 

of other pieces of equipment. This was not desirable because of scratching and ventilation and 

4) Much of the cables connecting things were very inaccessible either on the floor or behind a 

non-removable panel.  

A new layout would require some thought. I wanted to be able to walk behind the gear and ac-

cess everything. I wanted the computer monitor on top of all the other gear. It needs some kind 

of shelf but I did not want to restrict ventilation.  

My first concern was how I would get the monitor up high enough. I looked at commercial 

monitor support arms but nothing would get the monitor up high enough. There were no near-

by walls so I needed to mount it on the desk. No supports that I found would raise it up 

Shack Rearrangement 
          By Dan Dantzler, WØJMP 
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enough. I sketched and measured everything. 

I decided to use a commercial mount but also 

build a bracket to get the monitor up an addi-

tional 6 inches.  

My next question was what would be a suita-

ble material for the shelf. It had to be strong 

enough to support the equipment but allow 

as much air flow as possible. I thought about 

some sort of expanded metal but couldn’t 

find anything both 

suitable and reason-

ably priced. I just 

wandered around 

the Home Depot 

looking for inspira-

tion. I was in the 

shelving section 

and spotted wire 

shelves generally 

used in closets. I 

bought a 4 foot sec-

tion. It only came 

in white which I did not 

care for so I painted it 

black. Now I needed 

something to support 

the shelf. I thought 

about welding up some 

brackets but then con-

sidered just using wood 

cut to length. It would 

be inexpensive and easy 

to change if need be. I 

decided a 4x4 would be 

a good, stable size to 

use. I found a 6 foot 

4x4 that had been obvi-

ously pushed aside for a long time and it had 

severe wane (absence of wood and presence 

of bark). It was about nine dollars. I figured 

I could get enough good pieces out of it to 

make my shelf supports. So I talked to a 

manager, explained my position and asked 

for a discount. Without blinking, she marked 

it down to under two dollars! Now we’re 

talking.  

The Old Layout 

Sketch of the Planned Layout 
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  When I got everything home, I decided that 

the deep bark gouges were kind of pretty in 

a way so I made the 4 corner supports out of 

those pieces and stained them dark. For cen-

ter supports on the shelf, I used PVC pipe. I 

set up the shelf, measured everything twice 

and mounted the monitor. It was starting to 

look like something. Now, only one little 

task remained: Unhook all the equipment, 

move it and hook it back up. 

Since the cabling in my old shack was a hor-

rible mess and accumulation over 20 years, I 

want to have all of the wiring neat, tidy and 

off the floor. As I disconnected each cable, I 

carefully labeled each end with the place it 

needed to go. (Thank you P-Touch.) It was 

really amazing how much wiring was in that 

The Homemade Bracket 

The White Shelf and 4x4 

Stained Supports in Place 
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  rat’s nest. There were a fair number of aban-

doned cables.  

Next, I moved the equipment. I had made a 

sketch beforehand and it mostly worked as 

planned. When I sat in front of it and imag-

ined operating, I could see that a few items 

could be moved for better ergonomics.  

Next was re-cabling. That was the biggest 

part of the task. I wanted everything neat and 

tied up, not another amorphous blob of wire. 

A new power strip was mounted under the 

operating desk. I have three power supplies: 

one primarily for my HF gear, a second for 

the VHF/UHF station and a third for the HF 

amplifier. No need to take up desk space 

with power supplies. I built a small shelf on 

the back of the radio desk for the two 12 

volt supplies and positioned the amplifier 

supply under an adjacent desk. A minor 

problem arose; the 220 volt extension cord 

was not long enough. Back to The Home 

Depot for some 6/3 with ground flexible ca-

ble and built a new extension cord. 

Center Support in Place 

The Old Cables 

The Power Strip and 12v Supplies 
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Now to distribute the 12 volts, I used two 

West Mountain Rig-runners and Anderson 

PowerPoles. In my previous arrangement, 

power strips distributed the 120 VAC to the 

power supplies, some accessories and wall 

warts. I replaced them with a single long 

power strip mounted to the back of the radio 

desk. For ground connections, I ran a single 

#6 stranded copper wire directly from a 

ground rod along the length of the shelf and 

connected all grounds to it with split bolt 

connectors.  

I took about a week to move and re-cable all 

of the gear so I was off the air for a week. 

After everything was connected, there were 

of course a few little glitches but they were 

12 Volt Power Distribution 

Grounding Close-Up 
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  easily solved. On balance, I am very happy 

with the new layout. Of course it is already 

evolving and will continue to evolve. I want-

ed a little more desk space in front of the sta-

tion so added an under-desk keyboard and 

mouse tray. It was a big job, bigger than I an-

ticipated but worth it. I can now walk behind 

the gear and see the back of everything. It is 

still crowded but organized. And there are no 

wires on the floor. All of the cables that run 

outside are sent through PVC pipes covered 

by a little decorative dog house.  

Nothing on the Floor! 

The “Dog House” 

mailto:grivn001@umn.edu
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How does an avid DXer motivate himself to frequently get on the radio when 

the pandemic has basically shut down DXpeditions? For me, the answer is the CQ DX Mara-

thon. As the name implies, this is a long-haul yearlong contest to chase whatever DX is out 

there for an entire year. It’s me against the whole world…from the black hole of Minnesota. 

The scoring system is simple: one point for each of the 40 CQ zones and one point for each 

DX entity as recognized by CQ – the CQ list has several additional DX entities when com-

pared to the ARRL list. For example, CQ adds 4U1ITU, 4U1VIC, GM/s Shetland Islands, and 

IH9 African Italy to their list. In addition, there are a number of different categories to suit 

each entrant’s preference – these categories include Unlimited (all modes, power above 100 

watts, and all bands), Formula 100 watts, Formula 5 watts, phone, CW, and digital, along with 

a category for each band 160 – 6 meters. 

I originally got turned on to this contest by my friend and fellow DXer Tom NYØV. The bug 

bit me immediately. I entered my first DX Marathon in 2013 in the Unlimited Class – high 

power, all bands, all modes. I took 4th place in the world and decided to try narrowing the 

CQ DX Marathon - A Year of DXing During the Pandemic 
          By Dan Soderlund, KBØEO  
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  scope the next time I entered. I took 1st place 

in the world in 2014 with the CW only cate-

gory, 1st place in 2015 with a single band 10 

meters entry, and 1st place in 2016 with a sin-

gle band 40 meters entry. I took a couple of 

years off until I got resituated at my new 

QTH in Kilkenny, MN. In 2020, during the 

pandemic, I decided to go after the 5-time 

winner of the CW only category OK2PAY. 

He is a relentless competitor and has domi-

nated this category since I won it in 2014. He 

is in a prime location in the EU allowing him 

to work some of the more difficult SE Asia 

and Indian Ocean entities much more easily 

than from Minnesota. He is a great DXer – 

this quest would be a monumental task…if it 

even could be done. 

2020 started out strong with decent propaga-

tion and a number of smaller DXpeditions, 

such as 3B9AN, 3D2AG/P, 9L1YXJ, 

9X2AW, C5GCJ, EP2C, and E44CC. Once 

the severity of the pandemic became appar-

ent, the DXpeditions ground to a screeching 

halt. That meant the only way to get some of 

the rarer entities was to start emailing indi-

vidual operators in various permanent loca-

tions around the world to set up schedules. 

This bore quite a bit of fruit as many opera-

tors were sympathetic to the lack of DX due 

to the pandemic. I picked up about 25 DX 

entities doing this, including an operator in 

the Scottish Shetlands as well as a resident in 

Nepal. 

It started getting frustrating the last month 

when stations like ET3AA would only work 

the EU on CW – they always switched to 

FT8 just when the band started opening up 

here. There were several situations like that, 

but that’s the game. One of my most inter-

esting QSOs was at 3:15 am local time to 

work JG8NQJ/JD1 in Minami Torishima – 

that’s the time he was consistently being 

spotted, so that’s the time I got up to get 

him. 

After the dust settled and the scores were 

posted in early January, the preliminary re-

sults showed that I came in 3rd with 

OK2PAY winning his 6th consecutive title. 

He took it with a total score of 274, while I 

posted a 270. Fortunately, CQ has added a 

plaque for top CW score in North America, 

so at least I will have a wall hanger for the 

effort. The official results will be posted in 

June. 

This year-long contest requires nerves of 

steel and a commitment to be around the ra-

dio all the time. Consequently, I think my 

days of entering this challenging contest are 

over for now – the “stress” and time re-

quired interfere with too many other family 

activities. Good DXing! 

Dan on His Tower, Pre-Pandemic 
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For more than twenty years I have been serving as the “log checking” facilitator 

for the Minnesota QSO Party (MNQP). In the first half of this article, I will explain some of 

the common misconceptions people have about entering a contest and submitting their logs. It 

is safe to say over those 20+ years I have seen some unusual, creative, and downright bizarre 

methods people use to put together a log. 

The second part of this article will be some of the history of how the Minnesota QSO Party has 

performed this function over those years. 

Almost all of us began our ham radio journey using a logbook, to enter our contacts. Those 

who were active in contests also used paper log sheets, paper dupe sheets, and we all mailed 

Contest Log Submissions  

(With A Behind The Scenes Look at MNQP) 

          By Mark Endorf, WAØMHJ  
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  our logs into the contest sponsors. There are 

a few hams, (although their numbers are 

dwindling), who still use paper logging! 

Most of the large contest sponsors have 

moved to accepting only electronic logs. But 

there are still options for people who do not 

use computer logging programs to be able to 

generate a contest log and submit it to a con-

test sponsor. 

If you are a user of LOTW, then you already 

know how to create and submit contacts to 

LOTW. That is accomplished with a com-

mon format file specified as ADIF (Amateur 

Data Interchange Format). Details can be 

found at www.ADIF.org  If you have ever 

looked at an actual ADIF file, it can be rela-

tively complex, however fortunately most 

logging programs make this process entirely 

transparent to the user. When it comes to 

submitting a contest log, the required format 

is defined by the Cabrillo standard. ARRL 

provides a tutorial on this standard, and the 

good description of the specification details 

can be found at: www.wwrof.org 

The Cabrillo standard is much simpler than 

the ADIF format standard, but it is more 

prone to the GIGO principle. (Garbage-in/

Garbage –out for the “non-software” peo-

ple). Most “contest” logging software man-

ages all of this for you as long as you are 

careful to configure the details of your entry 

appropriately. Almost every contest has cate-

gories based on factors such as power, single 

or multi-operator, bands used, spotting assis-

tance, etc. 

I recommend that anyone who submits a 

contest log entry, first open it with a word 

processor like Notepad, and briefly look at 

the data before submitting it to the contest 

sponsor. That way you can avoid getting the 

dreaded message from the CONTEST RO-

BOT! 

A relatively new and very nice tool for the 

casual contester who either does not use 

contest logging software, or perhaps uses 

paper logging is the Cabrillo file generator 

offered at: http://www.b4h.net/cabforms/ 

This tool allows you to pick the particular 

contest, fill in a few simple header fields of 

information, and then takes you to a screen 

to enter your log data. If you are a little sav-

vy in creating an Excel spreadsheet with the 

right columns of log data, then you can sub-

mit a log with just a very few clicks of the 

mouse. If you pick a contest that is currently 

not an active one, then the web entry page 

will be highlighted in RED, and you can use 

it somewhat like “practice mode”. This will 

allow you to “experiment” a bit, and it will 

send the log results back to you in an email, 

vs. sending it to the contest sponsors. 

Don’t be that Will Robinson! 
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  THE EVOLUTION OF LOG CHECKING 

FOR THE MINNESOTA QSO PARTY. 

I’m pretty sure than 1999 was the first year I 

volunteered myself to handle the logs check-

ing for the Minnesota QSO Party. A lot has 

changed since then, but a few things have 

not. Back in 1999 I was not a software per-

son, and I am still not today. In that first year, 

I think we received perhaps 100 logs. A very 

large percentage of these were paper logs ar-

riving in the mail. I have received floppy 

disks in the mail from some hams, and an 

“unusual” variety of other types of electronic 

and paper logs. What I quickly learned was 

that whatever the log checking secrets that 

were held by the heavy hitters at ARRL, they 

were going to stay within the walls of 

Newington. So I am on my own for this en-

deavor. I began by creating an Excel spread-

sheet, and self-taught myself a LOT about 

creating macro commands to manipulate the 

data. This allowed a crude method of auto-

mation, which would flag invalid contacts 

and perform basic scoring. If all went well, a 

maximum of 256 logs could be scored. It 

would usually run until it experienced a data 

anomaly which needed to be hand corrected, 

and then the entire process re-started. It was 

best to let it run overnight, as each iteration 

would run for over an hour. I next looked at 

creating a log cross checking program, and 

developed some cross-check queries to be 

used within Microsoft Access. These two 

combined, if left running overnight, would 

do a pretty decent job. If nothing else, I got 

to learn a lot of tips and tricks in using these 

Microsoft Office packages! 

I started to get inquiries from other manag-

ers of mostly State QSO Parties. They 

would ask me what I was doing to facilitate 

log checking. I was somewhat reluctant to 

admit my crude methods, but found I was 

ahead of what many others were doing. 

A few years later, W3KM developed a pro-

gram called CabEvaluator. It was kind of a 

“catch all” program for manipulating Cabril-

lo files, but it did have options for setup for 

use by contest sponsors. It took quite a bit of 

back and forth with the program author 

W3KM, before we got it stable for use. The 

algorithm that detected “busted” QSO’s did 

not seem to do the best job in analyzing 

them, but I could do a fairly robust job of 

scoring and log checking in just about one 

hour for perhaps 200 logs. 

Fast forward to about 2015, and I was ap-

proached by a ham in Kansas who had de-

cided to do some work on behalf of the Kan-

sas QSO Party. He asked me if I was inter-

ested in adapting his software for the Min-

nesota QSO Party, to which I replied: 

YES!!! Some minor changes were made 

over the next few years, but I now have a 

very robust program, which I have used over 

the last six or seven years. This program can 

process all of the logs in about three 

minutes. It is launched from a command 

prompt. It categorizes the participants, gath-

ers log soapbox and club information, does 

scoring and dupe checking, and creates a 

few other interesting statistics. It also has 



 

Gray Line Report March 2021 Page 14   

  the capability to “reverse generate” a log 

based on the logs from all the other submit-

ted ones. This allows creation of electronic 

logs from the paper logs mailed to be created 

within minutes. 

The work begins about two weeks prior to 

the Minnesota QSO Party. In preparation, 

there is an e-mail database of over one thou-

sand people who will receive a reminder a 

week or so prior to the Minnesota QSO Par-

ty. 

Usually within minutes of the end of the 

event, the inbox will begin to fill with logs. 

The first week after is very busy with sav-

ing, backing up, and basic checking of log 

integrity.  

As of this writing, for the 2021 Minnesota 

QSO Party, we have over 620 logs with 

about 56,000 QSO’s ready to put through 

the paces of the log checking software. This 

level of participation puts Minnesota defi-

nitely in the top tier of State QSO Party 

events in the country. TCDXA is also a 

sponsor of one of the awards! If you missed 

this year’s party, then give it a try next year! 

The date will be Feb. 5th, 2022. 

CabEvaluator Screen Shot  
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Several months ago, I was running my station through some SWR checks on each 

band after rearranging and “neatening up” some of my antenna cables in my shack. Everything 

looked OK on the low bands. When I got to 20 meters, the SWR was off the chart. Without 

thinking, I pressed the tune button on my KAT500 antenna tuner but forgot to put my KPA500 

amp in standby. The normal chattering of the relays in the antenna tuner seemed to be going on 

for a long time. All of a sudden, I smelled smoke.  

My first thought was “That smells expensive!” Literally using my nose to try to locate the 

problem, I discovered that it was coming from my Low Band Systems triplexer. For those not 

familiar with triplexers, it’s a neat little device that allows one to connect separate coax feeds 

for 10, 15, and 20 meters to my tri-band yagi all at the same time. I can be transmitting on 20, 

and listening on 15 or 10 simultaneously which is great for SO2R (Single Operator – Two Ra-

dio) operation. I had recently upgraded to the Low Band Systems Triplexer (from a previous 

INRAD unit) because the Low Band Systems unit was designed to handle 500 watts. This, of 

course, allowed me to run my 500 watt amplifier when using the triplexer. 

I disconnected the four cables from the triplexer and put it on my desk. After removing the 

cover, I saw the problem right away. Four of the capacitors in the 20 meter section were all 

burnt and black.  

Since Low Band Systems is in Russia, I knew that sending it in for repair was not practical. 

Also, I certainly didn’t want to purchase another one. After looking things over, I decided I 

would try to replace the capacitors myself. The first problem was that I had no idea what value 

A Costly Repair Avoided  
          By Al Dewey, KØAD  
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  they were. I searched the web to see if I 

could find a schematic and was not success-

ful. I found a support contact on the Low 

Band Systems web page and sent an e-mail 

explaining what had happened.  

Given it was clearly my fault, I wondered 

whether they would respond. To my surprise, 

I heard back the next day. They indicated 

that it was the first time this had ever hap-

pened with one of their products and asked if 

I could send a picture of the damage. Since 

their parts were sourced in Russia, they 

asked me if I had a source for high voltage 

caps in the U.S. I mentioned that I order 

most of my parts from Mouser and sent them 

a link.  

Several days later, they e-mailed me back the 

picture I had sent them indicating the pf val-

ue of all the damaged capacitors (see blue 

boxes in Figure 2). They also sent me a link 

to the specific parts in the Mouser on-line 

catalog that would work as replacements. To 

me, that is pretty good customer service!  

I ordered the parts from Mouser the next 

day. The cost for the parts (including a few 

spares) was less than $5.00 plus shipping. 

They shipped the next day and arrived a 

couple days later.  

I carefully removed the damaged capacitors 

and soldered the replacement parts in place. 

I reinstalled the Triplexer behind my radio / 

amp and cabled everything up.  

This was where I discovered that I had an 

intermittent in the output jumper cable from 

the triplexer that hooked to my yagi. I real-

ized that I must have been running full pow-

er into the triplexer with no output connec-

tion to the yagi. I replaced the bad cable and 

engaged the antenna tuner (this time with 

low power!). The triplexer passed the smoke 

test, the antenna tuned fine, and all was well 

again on 20 meters.      [Concludes   p. 21] 
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First, I would like to thank Bill Mitchell 

AE0EE for his last three years of being the 

TCDXA president!  I also want to congratu-

late him on becoming Section Manager for 

Minnesota. He will be as good and success-

ful in that as he was for the TCDXA. 

So here I am in a place I did not plan to be. I 

have always been comfortable being a vice 

president starting with 8 years at the TCFMC 

where my duties included Field Day, the club 

station and the WØEF contest team. Then I 

was vice president here at the TCDXA for 

the last 3 years. When our president Bill 

Mitchell AEØEE was not running again I 

volunteered to run if no one else wanted to. 

My biggest worry was scheduling speakers 

for our meetings.  With a lot of help from 

others, we have a complete slate of speakers 

for the rest of the year. And being President 

is much easier with all the help. So, I am not 

as worried anymore. Hopefully I can do a 

good job for you all. 

Hopefully we can get back to meeting at 

PUB 42, but even then, I would like to con-

tinue with the zoom part. That way the long-

distance members can still enjoy the presen-

tations. Also, when hamfests get back going I 

want us to still be there advertising the 

TCDXA. Together we can get these done, 

and help the TCDXA grow. 

As for propagation that’s up to the Sun!!  

73 all and GD DX  

We have had one request for funding this 
quarter, which should be finished before The 
Grayline goes to press.  The Russian Robin-
son Club, who recently activated 7Q7RU, is 
going to Botswana this month to operate as 
A25RU.  In normal times, Botswana at #107 
on the Clublog global list would not rate a 
donation, but in today’s crazy world, your 
board of directors decided they deserved a 
second look. 

The team members are all experienced and 
have mounted several successful DXpedi-
tions in the past.  The board is recommend-
ing a donation of $250 and early discussion 
on the club reflector indicates that a dona-
tion will be approved.  The team left Mos-
cow on Saturday 13 March (the day I’m 
writing this) and expects to be active by 15 
March. 

Last night I watched an interesting presenta-
tion by W8HC and W6IZT on the “Radio in 
a Box,” or RIB, concept being developed by 
George AA7JV and his team.   The idea is to 
plant self-contained KW stations that can be 
operated by remote control on an island and 
operate them from a boat off shore. The sta-
tions were recently tested during a couple of 
contests in The Bahamas.  Information is 
available on the C6AGU QRZ page: https://
www.qrz.com/DB/C6AGU  

In other news, Dakota Division Director 
AC0W recently appointed me to the DX Ad-
visory Committee, replacing Ron N0AT, 
who served faithfully for over ten years.  
Thanks to Ron for his service on the com-
mittee, and I will do my best to be a worthy 
replacement.  I look forward to this new op-
portunity to serve the DX community. 

Note from the President 
Bert Benjaminson, WBØN, President     

Dollars for DX Report 
Mike Cizek WØVTT, DX Grant Manager 

https://www.qrz.com/DB/C6AGU
https://www.qrz.com/DB/C6AGU
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About a month ago, I noticed a small pack-

age on the front porch. I retrieved it, opened 

it up and was surprised to see a Dakota Divi-

sion Winner plaque for the 2020 ARRL 

RTTY Round-Up. I smiled, showed it to my 

wife, and set it aside wondering how I was 

going to fit it on the wall of my shack that 

already had over 20 plaques including four 

others from the RTTY Round-Up. A week 

later, I noticed a slightly larger package on 

the porch. It turned out to be TWO Dakota 

Division Winner plaques (CW and Phone) 

for the ARRL 2019 Sweepstakes. With five 

other SS Plaques currently on the wall, I 

again smiled and set them aside. I might add 

here that my shack is located in a den that is 

off of our bedroom. It is rare that I have any 

visitors to my shack so, for the most part, 

my wife and I are the only ones who ever 

see my collection of contest plaques. 

It got me to wondering how many of us real-

ly want more contest plaques. At age 74, I 

realize that someday in the future I will be-

come a Silent Key and, most likely, these 

plaques will end up in a landfill along with 

ten plaques I received during my working 

career at Emerson for patents I received. 

Perhaps this sounds a little morbid but I sus-

pect it is realistic also. About ten years ago, 

I was part of a small group of local contest-

ers who helped the widow of KTØR dispose 

of his contest station. For those of you who 

did not know Dave, he was a very active 

contester here in Plymouth who died way 

too early in his low forties of pancreatic can-

cer. He loved to host contest multi-ops at his 

house and they were a lot of fun. After 

working with others to dispose of most of 

his ham equipment, his widow (Adrienne) 

asked me if I wanted any of the many 

plaques he had on the wall of his basement 

shack. I wasn’t going to take any but noticed 

one for overall SSB winner in the Multi-

Two Category of a past North American 

QSO Party. I remember that contest well. 

The plaque listed KTØR, WGØM, and KØ-

AD as operators. So, I took that one. I sus-

pect Adrienne threw the rest of them away. 

The MWA Contest Corner 

Are Plaques Still the Best Way to Recognize Wins?  

By Al Dewey, KØAD 
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I manage the sponsorship and distribution of 

plaques and prizes (wild rice) for the Minne-

sota QSO Party. I have one of those on my 

wall and it is a nice looking plaque. With 

MNQP now in its 21st year, it is common that 

certain categories have the same winner al-

most every year. That means these winners 

have a LOT of plaques in their possession for 

the Minnesota QSO Party! Recently, one of 

these perennial winners contacted me after 

winning another plaque for 2020. He already 

had many of them on his wall for the same 

category and he asked if he could decline the 

plaque and use the money to fund a plaque 

that was unsponsored. I thought that was a 

classy move. But it also reinforced the no-

tion that veteran contesters may enjoy com-

peting for the top spot in a contest but simp-

ly don’t want any more plaques on their 

walls – especially for contests they have al-

ready won in the past.  

One interesting suggestion made to me by 

the same person that declined his Minnesota 

QSO Party plaque was the development of 

plaques that can be “endorsed” for subse-

quent wins in that category with some kind 

of a new metallic label that could be some-

how “appended” to a plaque that you had 

won previously in the same category. Of 

course, this would take some re-design of 

Contest plaques take up most of the wall space in KØAD’s shack.  
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  the plaques and well as a new mindset, but I 

thought it was an interesting idea. 

Immediate Recognition 

I have acknowledged before that contesters 

have many different goals for competing. 

Some just like to hand out some contest 

QSOs. Others might be looking for some 

new countries. Contests provide a great way 

to test new radios and antennas. Still others 

may contest to support their contest club. 

Some set personal goals to see if they can 

beat their previous best contest effort.  

Having said that, sometimes contesters enjoy 

competing and set their goals at winning at 

the regional or even that national level. Often 

such a win will result in “winning some 

wood”. Assuming you may be one who real-

ly does not want any more plaques on their 

walls for the reasons I mentioned above, 

what are some other kinds of recognition that 

might be just as meaningful? 

For those of us in MWA, the practice of post-

ing our scores to the MWA Reflector right 

after each contest is one way that we receive 

almost immediate recognition from our peers 

for a significant contest effort. After making 

an all-out effort for a particular contest, be-

ing congratulated by our fellow MWA mem-

bers for a “great score” is certainly meaning-

ful to me. Of course, we need to be a little 

careful about this. We should make sure that 

we also recognize the efforts of the newer 

contesters (or those with modest stations / 

antennas) who showed a big improvement 

over their previous scores. In a similar man-

ner, posting your score to 3830 gives you 

some almost immediate recognition among 

a wider audience of your contest peers. Alt-

hough the scores posted to the MWA Reflec-

tor and 3830 are not “official” they still pro-

vide an immediate way to be recognized for 

a significant contest effort. 

Other Kinds or Recognition 

Most contests also provide certificates as 

recognition for a contest victory—often for 

some of the lesser category wins. Receiving 

a certificate in the mail for an unexpected 

contest category win is still nice and pro-

vides a “mini-buzz”, similar to receiving the 

wood. Except for my DXCC Certificate and 

a couple others, I rarely frame a certificate. 

Most end up in a folder in the drawer. Many 

contest sponsors are now e-mailing certifi-

cates. I totally understand the rationale for 

doing this with today’s postage rates. Still I 

have to admit that I don’t really get much of 

a buzz from receiving an e-mailed certifi-

cate. I rarely print them out. 

ARRL Sweepstakes allows those who 

achieved a “clean sweep” to purchase a 

mug. I have about six of these but, like 

plaques, I sort of ran out of places to put 

them so stopped ordering them years ago. I 

am an active participant in the Wednesday 

CWT mini contests sponsored by the CW 

Ops organization. They send out very nice 

looking medallions for those who have oper-

ated a certain number of CWT contests in a 

calendar year. These are very nice and don’t 

take up much real-estate.  
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  Finally, and perhaps most importantly, there 

is the contest write-up itself. Most printed 

publications (with the notable exception of 

NCJ) no longer include printed line scores. 

With the increased overall cost of each print-

ed page, it is understandable why this was 

done. However, I always thought that seeing 

your score in a printed magazine no matter 

how small was important especially to the 

new contester.  

For me, the most meaningful recognition for 

a contest in which I made an all out effort 

was the presence of my call in one of the 

Top Ten Boxes or as one of the top ten 

scores in the category that I competed. For 

ARRL Contests, being listed as a Division 

Winner in the category I competed is also 

very meaningful to me. At the end of the day, 

recognition among my peers in a national 

publication for a successful contest effort is, 

perhaps, the most meaningful and gratifying 

recognition for me. And it doesn’t take up 

any more space on my wall. 

See you in the pileups. 

—- . —-.   —- —- . —-   —- . —-.   —- —- . —-  —- . —-.   —- —-  

WELCOME ABOARD 

Matt Kaskavitch, KØLWC 
Maple Grove MN 

 
Chris Stallkamp, KIØD 

Selby, SD 
 

David Johnson, NØKBD 
Champlin, MN 

 
Mark Oswood, WØLM 

Shoreview, MN 

 

Most of a HamCation virtual seminar on 

contest roving in Minnesota by Rich Wester-

berg, NØHJZ, is available on YouTube at: 

https://bit.ly/38zgvNQ  

Join TCDXA 
 Our mission is to raise Dollars for 
DX, used to help fund qualified DXpedi-
tions.  

 Our funds come from annual mem-
ber contributions (dues) and other dona-
tions.  

 TCDXA is a non-profit organization, 
as described in Section 501 (c) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. All contributions 
from U.S. residents are tax-deductible. 

 Becoming a member is easy. Go to 
http://tcdxa.org/ and follow the instruc-
tions on the home page.  

 All contributions (including annual 
dues) may now be paid on our secure 
site, using PayPal or credit card.  

 
 

Backscatter 
Collected by Mark Johns, KØJM 

 

[Continued from p.  16] 

Besides learning to be more careful about 

how much power I am running when running 

the antenna tuner through the triplexer, I also 

was encouraged by completing a simple re-

pair at almost no cost. It was also encourag-

ing to have the great technical support from 

Low Band Systems even though they are lo-

cated in another country.  

http://tcdxa.org/
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xxx 

ACTUAL BUDGET Actual 2020

9100.90 5291.41

4669.42 4400.00 4406.11

0.00 500.00 443.00

0.00 0.00 488.70

0.00 0.00 0.00

13770.32 4900.00 10629.22

BUDGET Actual 2020

0.00 (300.00) (160.96)

(75.69) (150.00) (130.69)

0.00 (50.00) (25.00)

0.00 (200.00) 0.00

0.00 (500.00) (386.67)

0.00 (250.00) (250.00)

0.00 (250.00) (250.00)

(80.00) (75.00) (75.00)

DXpedition Contributions Total (250.00) (4000.00) (250.00)

#1 Dxpedition - Z66DX Kosovo (250.00)

#2 Dxpedition - JXØX Jan Mayen (1,000.00)

#3 DXpedition - JXØX Jan Mayen Refund 1,000.00

#4 Dxpedition - 0.00

#5 Dxpedition - 0.00

#6 Dxpedition - 0.00

#7 Dxpedition - 0.00

#8 Dxpedition - 0.00

#9 Dxpedition - 0.00

#10 Dxpedition - 0.00

(405.69) (5775.00) (1528.32)

13364.63 -875.00

12509.53

855.10

0.00

13364.63

Cash / Checks on Hand

Checking balance

TOP LINE SUMMARY

Flowers <SK> and Hospital gifts

Holiday Party Dec 2020

ARRL Spectrum Defense Fund

NCDXF Donation

TCDXA OPERATING BUDGET FY 2021

(Sep 2020 - Aug 2021)

March 12, 2021

Member Dues 2020 by Cash/Checks/PayPal

INCOME

Office Supplies, Miscellaneous expenses

When required, Wells Fargo & PayPal online statements can provide detail not shown in this report. 

Surplus from FY 2020 (balance 8/31/2020)

Door Prize Ticket Sales club share

Donatons  (estates, wills, etc.)

Refunds and Reversals

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES

Member Recruitment/Retention/Zoom

Website ISP & Domain Name

MWA Plaque

TOTAL EXPENSES  

NET BALANCE  

NET 

PayPal balance


