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One BIG Step Closer toOne BIG Step Closer toOne BIG Step Closer to   
KP1 Navassa Island  KP1 Navassa Island  KP1 Navassa Island     

Member News 

Friedrichshafen 

Hamfest 2014 

NYØV 

 The KP1-5 Project is pleased to announce that 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has agreed to al-

low an amateur radio operation from Navassa Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge (KP1).  The operation will oc-

cur within the next 18 months, and will be coordi-

nated with USFWS workflow. 
 
 Over the past year, the KP1-5 Project has had nu-

merous meetings with various levels of USFWS management.  Throughout our dis-

cussions, their personnel have been courteous, professional and cooperative.  We 

have been treated with sincere interest and respect, and we believe that amateur ra-

dio operators may now be viewed as partners and not adversaries. 
 
 As with the Desecheo operation in 2009, and in order to be transparent and fair, 

the USFWS has requested proposals for the amateur radio operation from those indi-

viduals and groups that have already applied for a 

Special Use Permit in the past.  The KP1-5 Project 

will submit a proposal, and we hope to be selected 

as we were for our very successful Desecheo 

(K5D) operation. 
 
 We wish to thank USFWS for their decision to 

allow an operation.  Navassa Island is ranked #2 

most-needed DXCC entity by The DX Magazine, 

and #1 by ClubLog. 
 
 Please visit our website for up to date informa-

tion:  http://kp1-5.com. 

 

    The KP1-5 Project   
  Bob Allphin, K4UEE, President 

  Glenn Johnson, WØGJ, Vice-President 

  Mike Thomas, NA5U, Secretary 

  Jim Bass, K5KQI, Treasurer 

http://www.tcdxa.org
http://www.tcdxa.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.ncdxf.org/
http://www.tcdxa.org/
http://kp1-5.com/new/index.htm


TCDXA Welcomes Our New Members 
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Jerry W Rosalius, WB9Z        
Crescent City, IL 

Gary Meyer, WØDYD      
Shakopee, MN 

William S Mitchell, III, AAØEE      
Minneapolis, MN 

Floyd Gerald, N5FG    
Wiggins, MS 

Dale Hagert, WØIR      
Eagan, MN 

George Hartung, W9RFX      
Lino Lakes, MN 

Michael Cizak, WØVTT      
St. Charles, MN 

Michael Malwitz, KDØYOV      
Minneapolis, MN 

Bill Berg, KR9A      
Holmen, MN 

mailto:grivn001@umn.edu


  Annual TCDXA Holiday Meeting - December 15, 2014  
 
 We were recently informed by PUB 42 that the private room we use for 
our meetings will not be available for our holiday get together in Decem-
ber.  Instead, the meeting will be held at Broadway Pizza, 2025 West River 
Road N, Minneapolis. 
  
 PUB 42 appreciates our business and welcomes us back in 2015 with 
no minimum charge for the use of the room.  No minimum charge is a rare 
commodity in today’s highly-competitive restaurant business.  We antici-
pate it’s only a matter of time before PUB 42 will impose a minimum on us 
for the use of their private room.  
             
                  73,  
                Mike Sigelman, KØBUD, TCDXA President  

Farewell to the TCDXA DX Hog Award  
 

 The DX Hog Award has been retired.  It was fun while it lasted, but it’s 

time to move on. 
 
 The “Hog” first appeared on the scene in 2008.  Over the years, it gave us a 

few giggles, as well as recognition of “member hog behavior” during 17 major 

DXpeditions.  Details are available on the TCDXA website at  

http://www.tcdxa.org/dxhogaward.html. 
 
 If you’re interested in Leaderboards, check out CLUBLOG at 

www.clublog.org/expeditions.php.  It’s an amazing website that offers a variety of 

reports based on information derived from logs uploaded to their site by major 

DXpeditions and DXers, worldwide.  If you’re not already a CLUBLOG 

member, we urge you to sign up and upload your station logs.  Be sure to indicate your TCDXA club affilia-

tion.   
 

         
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Ron Jones, WBØSOK  
July 13, 2014 

Steve Boller, NØNO   
July 28, 2014 

Rod Rosse, WØBCA  
September 13, 2014 

TCDXA SILENT KEYS 

They will be missed…. 

The Gray Line Report  June, 2012 3 The Gray Line Report September, 2014 

http://www.tcdxa.org/dxhogaward.html
http://www.clublog.org/expeditions.php


              
Member News 

KBØEO’s 2013 CQ DX Marathon Results 

“It  was the best of times, it was the worst of 

times.”  This quote from the Tale of Two Cities sums 

up my experience competing in the 2013 CQ DX 

Marathon yearlong contest.  For those not familiar 

with this contest, it is put on by the CQ organization, 

and runs the full calendar year.  The objective is to 

work as many active DX entities and CQ zones as pos-

sible.  The total score for the year is the number of DX 

entities, plus the number of zones worked.  In addition, 

it’s you against the whole world…and the competitors 

are fierce! 
 
 This is a grueling competition.  If you are serious 

about placing high in the ranks, it is imperative that you get on the air every day.  My strategy was 

to map out all upcoming DX entity activations on my calendar, and fire up the station, daily.  It is 

highly stressful when you know a particular DX entity is going to be activated for only a day or 

two and the propagation is in the tank. 
 
 After the dust settled, I ended up working all 40 CQ zones and 288 of the 294 active entities.  I 

was in the hunt for two of them.  ZD9 was on 20 meter long path, but was working only USA west 

coast.  I hung in there for an hour, but never made it through.  SØ1 came on for ½ hour in the final 

week.  That operator doesn’t know how to run split or work the pileups, so it was one QSO every 

5 minutes.  He finally got fed up with the unruly pileup and pulled the plug before I could get 

through.  The other four entities just never came on when I was available. 
 

 I am pleased to have placed fourth in the 

world in the unlimited category (full power, 

all bands, all modes), second in North Amer-

ica and first in Zone 4.  My special thanks 

goes to veteran DX Marathon warrior Tom 

NYØV, who helped me hone my strategy, 

and who constantly spotted DX entities that 

popped up.  Without his help, I wouldn’t 

have fared as well.  Thanks Tom! 
 
 This yearlong contest is really geared for 

retirees or those who can afford to sit at the 

radio all day.  I still work for a living.  So, I 

definitely missed some opportunities to pick 

up a few more points.  I am giving it one 

more effort in 2014.  I am entering the CW only category.  I have already missed a few entities 

due to my work schedule, so I probably will not be in the running for the top spot.  It’s a fun but 

frustrating competition.  I look forward to slugging it out with my fellow combatants in the pile-

ups. 
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           TCDXA Trip Back in Time 

Remember when the TCDXA meetings were held at Jennings Red Coach Inn back in the 80s?   
Here are some member mug shots from those times, compliments of Tom Menas, K3WT.   

Sadly, some of our friends are no longer with us. 

Tony Wanschura, KMØO Geoff Kolb, WB5MTV Dave Wester, KØIEA 

Larry Menzel, WØPR Dave Zener, KIØZ Gary Reichow, KNØV 

Jim Dokmo, KØFVF (SK)  
& Ron Dohmen, NØAT 

Mark Franklin, KØKX  
& Ken Wessels, WØKW 
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           TCDXA Trip Back in Time 

Keith Gilbertson, KØKG  
& Burton Scott, NØFYR 

Jack Chapman, WØHZ (SK)  
& Bob Parlin WØSFU (SK)  

Wayne Holzer, WØNAR (SK) Earl Chiswell, WØIAK (SK) Glenn Bartoo, WØNG (SK) 

Al Caplan, WØRIC (SK) and  
Tom Menas, K3WT: the 

ground crew at the NFØK 
(now N1UW) new tower/40m 

Yagi project. 

Jack Chapman, WØHZ (SK) Jim Milnor, original holder of 
WØIR (SK) 

Call now held by member 
Dale Hagert.    
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Many  of us have traveled to the Dayton Hamvention.  You have to do that at least once in your life, as it is 

the “Mecca” of amateur radio.  I usually travel with a group from the Radio Farm, NØMA in Cedar Rapids.  We 

joke that it’s our “once in a lifetime annual trip to Dayton.” 
 
 But, Dayton isn’t the only large hamfest in the world.  There is, of course, Friedrichshafen “Ham Radio 2014,” 

as the EU equivalent of our Dayton.  While not as large as Dayton, if you are considering traveling to EU near the 

end of June, sometime, you may want to consider swinging over to Friedrichshafen. 
 
 This summer, I had that opportunity presented to me, when I was asked to be the instructor of a course at Rock-

well Collins-Heidelberg.  Since that class was to end at noon on Friday of the Freidrichshafen weekend, it didn’t 

take me long to figure out how to get to southern Germany for the hamfest.  I emailed the Ham Radio 2014 web-

site contact (http://www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.de/ham-en/ ) for the brochure, and then set up the train tickets through 

DB Bahn, the EU rail pass system (http://www.bahn.de/i/view/USA/en/index.shtml). 
 
 Friedrichshafen is a town of around 60,000 situated on the north side of Lake Constance (Bodensee) in south-

ern Germany.  If you wish to travel most directly to Friedrichshafen, I believe Zurich would be a great city to fly 

into, and then take a train to Friedrichshafen. 
 
 In my hotel, I met other hams from all over EU.  As I was going to take a city bus to the exhibition hall(s), I 

ended up having breakfast with fellow hams from near Munich.  They had driven to Friedrichshafen, and offered 

me a ride to the hamfest.  Ham radio camaraderie is great, isn’t it? 
 
 My first impression of the hamfest was the excellent facility.  If you’ve been to Dayton’s Hara Arena, you 

know how run-down the facilities are.  Compared to the Dayton Hamvention, the Friedrichshafen Hamfest is a 

high-quality facility.  The buildings are more akin to the Wright Patterson Air Force Base Museum in both the 

Quonset shape and quality.  This hamfest draws about 15,000 hams, and the facilities easily accommodate this 

large attendance.  Unlike Dayton, I never felt like it was “rear ends and elbows.”  Another nicety about Frie-

drichshafen is the food and beer.  There was excellent German beer, and (of course) the brats were hard to beat! 

 

Friedrichshafen Hamfest 2014 
by Tom Vinson, NYØV 
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 The hamfest was setup with the vendor and country 

society booths and contest clubs in the first A1 build-

ing.  The remainder of the buildings housed the flea 

market.  Rather than the usual ICOM, Yaesu or Ele-

craft booths, I was more interested in the unique EU 

companies and garage shop hams showing off their 

wares.  There were some pretty cool SDR radios and a 

lot of VHF/UHF modules and antennas.  Along with 

these vendors were the individual country societies 

and clubs.  As I perused the exhibits, I enjoyed meet-

ing hams from Sweden, Slovenia, Romania, etc. 

 When I came upon the ARRL booth, I ran into 

KØIR and WØAIH.  Small world, isn’t it? 

Pictured is a log home for portable operation at the  
DARC Exhibit.  (The builder sells these to camps.)  

Ralph, KØIR and Paul, WØAIH at the ARRL booth. 

The Swedish booth, complete with  
lingonberry juice and cloudberry jam. 
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 The flea market was also interesting, but I thought 

a bit pricey.  Some of this problem is the EU/USD ex-

change rate.  When the EURO was first introduced, 

the rate was 1 EURO =.85 USD.  Now, 1 EURO 

equals 1.36 USD.  In other words, if I wanted to buy 

some cool piece of ham gear priced at 100 Euros, it 

would cost me $136 USD.  Not such a good deal.   
  
 Needless to say, when I’m traveling in EU, I don’t 

buy too much to take back.  Although, I did end up 

with a nice Palm Radio mini paddle and code cube 

setup.  I also picked up Scott’s, KØMD repaired Mi-

croKeyer from MicroHam, topping off my carry-on 

computer bag for the flight home. 

 In addition to the exhibits and flea market, there 

are, of course, many forums and night time dinners 

that you can attend.  Just like Dayton, the popular 

Contesting and DX forums had good crowds.  Ralph 

did a great job on the FT5ZM presentation.  As I sat 

down at the DX forum, there was Alex, GD6IA, 

The flea market housed in several of the Quonset buildings.  

Two-element 40m Moxon Yagi. 

NYØV and Jozef, OM7ZZ from MicroHam,  

The staffers (owner on right) at OM Power Amps. 

Alex, GD6IA at the DX Forum (N4XP left and me right).  
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whom many of you have probably run into on 17m or 

in a contest. 
 
 Like Dayton, the last day of the hamfest is Sunday. 

That day, it was “raining cats and dogs.”  And, with 

other hams telling me not many attend on Sunday, I 

decided to catch an earlier train to Zurich.  When I got 

to the train station platform, who should I run into but 

Franz, DJ9ZB and his XYL.  They had just gotten 

Ralph and Paul onto their train.  We spoke about 

DXing, and the problems with the US Fish and Wild-

life Service, with places like KP1, and we then said 

our Auf Wiedersehens.  
  

 Nigel, G3TXF, has posted some of his many pic-

tures of the Friedrichshafen Hamfest at:  

http://www.g3txf.com/dxtrip/FN-2014/FN-Jun-14.html. 
 
 If you’re ever going to be in or around southern 

Germany at the end of June, I’d highly recommend 

swinging by Friedrichshafen for Ham Radio 2015. 
 
        Good DX!  de Tom, NYØV  

Ralph, KØIR presented the FT5ZM DXpedition.  

Running into Franz, DJ9ZB at the train station. 

 TCDXA Treasury Report 
            August 31, 2014 
 
         For FY 2014: September, 2013 to August, 2014 
 
Income: 
Carryover from FY 2013        $3,730.29 
2014 dues and donations         4,914.01 
Door prize ticket sales          603.00 
Donations (estates, wills, etc.)       908.08 
    Total YTD income   $10,155.38 
 
Expenses YTD: 
Bank service fees           ($0.00)
Website             (69.69) 
Office supplies, guest dinners and misc.  (426.22) 
Flowers (SK and hospital)       (276.76) 
Holiday Party 2013        (345.04) 
ARRL Spectrum Defense Fund     (100.00) 
NCDXF Donation         (250.00) 
MWA Plaque            (75.00) 
DXpedition Donation, XRØZR     (250.00) 
DXpedition Donation, 3W2DK     (200.00) 
DXpedition Donation, FT5ZM        (1000.00) 
DXpedition Donation, FT4TA      (500.00) 
DXpedition Donation, VK9MT     (250.00) 
DXpedition Donation, VK9DLX     (250.00) 
DXpedition Donation, #7                (0.00) 
DXpedition donation, #8           (0.00)  
    Total YTD expenses         ($3,992.71)  
 
          
Current Checking Balance          $6,162.67 
PayPal balance                0.00 
Cash on hand                      0.00  
         Total current funds        $6,162.67 

Get two weeks of The Daily DX or a sample of  
The Weekly DX free by sending a request to 

bernie@dailydx.com, or at http://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm. 

DXers Have  
a Choice! 

The Daily DX - is a text DX bulletin that can be sent 

via email to your home or office Monday through Friday, 
and includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL 
information, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and 
much, much more.  With a subscription to The Daily DX, 
you will also receive DX news flashes and other interest-
ing DX tidbits.  Subscriptions are $49.00 for one year or 
$28.00 for 6 mos.   
 
The Weekly DX - is a product of The Daily DX that 

can be sent weekly to your home or office via email in 
the form of a PDF (portable document format).  It in-
cludes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL infor-
mation, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and graph-
ics.  Subscriptions are $27.00 for one year.   
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The MWA Contest Corner 

by Al Dewey, KØAD 
Personal Reflections 

After  four years of anticipation, WRTC 2014 has come and 

gone.  I would like to start by saying that the WRTC team lead by 

K1DG and K5ZD did an awesome job of planning and pulling off 

WRTC 2014 in New England.  I think they did the U.S. proud by pull-

ing off a first class event.  I thought seriously of attending as a specta-

tor, but some vacation plans got in the way.  As most probably know, 

WRTC occurs every four years, and is built around the IARU contest 

that runs every July.  As indicated in a previous column, IARU ranks 

as one of my favorite contests. 
 
 The process to qualify for WRTC is complicated, and not without its critics.  In general, it is based on a con-

tester’s performance in a number of selected contests (both domestic and DX), over a period of several years.  

Of course, it is difficult to come up with an entirely fair method based on the drastic differences in propagation 

that some contesters enjoy.  The quality of the station and the antennas also come in to play.  These advantages 

are somewhat overcome by the fact that individual contesters can include their results from contest supersta-

tions.  Also, in North America, each call area is guaranteed at least one WRTC team.  The only real complaint 

that I have about the process in North America is that the winner is able to name his teammate from anywhere 

else in the world.  In the WØ and W1 call areas, the winner actually named a team mate from outside the U.S.!   

In my opinion, I do not believe this practice should be allowed.  I believe that teams should come from that 

same area or at least the same country.  The WØ winner this year qualified fair and square.  I just wish he had 

named a teammate from the same WØ call area, or at least from the U.S. 

 

Operating the IARU Contest 
 I had three goals for the IARU contest, itself.  The first was to beat my personnel best score.  The second 

was to make the top ten in my category, and the third was to work as many (if not all) of the WRTC stations as 

possible.  I also wanted to work the VY2RAC operation where NØAT and KØBBC were operating.  A de-

scription of their operation is given on page 18 in this issue.    
 
 My previous high score was 440K back in 2012, so I loaded those goals into N1MM.  When this year’s 

IARU was over, I ended up with 439K – just short of my previous high.  I attribute that primarily to a lack of 

propagation on 10 meters, as well as not working quite as many HQ multipliers.  I worked most, but not all, of 

the WRTC stations, and (from 3830), it looks like I will make the top ten in my category again.  Overall, I was 

happy with the effort.  I notice that most of the stations above me operated the full 24 hours.  I chose to get 

some sleep, so I ended up with 17 hours of operating time.  I guess giving up some sleep time is where I can 

make the improvement, next year. 
  
 It was fun during the contest to take a look at the live WRTC scoreboard.  Figure 1 is an excerpt from the 

final live scoreboard.  The N6MJ / KL9A team led most of the day, but there were a lot of changes in second 

and third place.  I understand that third place was very close and was not fully determined until the log check-

ing had been done.  Many IARU participants, including myself, submitted their contest log within a couple 

hours of the end of the contest, so that log checking for the WRTC participants could be completed.  One final 

observation I had about the IARU contest was that not all of the WRTC participants in New England were as 

A Look Back at WRTC 2014 
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equal in signal strength as I might have expected.   I 

can’t point to any specifics, but I recall several in-

stances of hearing two WRTC stations right next to 

each other on the same band with one being quite a 

bit stronger than the other.  Several others have 

pointed this out.  I think it points to the fact that it is 

really hard to have a 100% level playing field, due 

to differences in terrain, etc. 

 

TCDXA Sponsored Winner 
 Through a special donation made by a number of 

TCDXA members, $1000 was raised to sponsor one 

of the WRTC tents.  Because we are a DX club, I 

asked that we be able to sponsor one of the DX 

teams.  TCDXA was assigned the tent used by the 

team of Mario (5B4WN) and Stavros (5B4AFN).  I 

contacted Mario after the contest to see if he would 

be willing to share a little bit about his experience at 

WRTC.  He graciously provided the following 

story. 
 
 “ WRTC is a planning ahead event.  It requires 

that competitors find enough time in their busy 

lives and work to take part in the qualifying con-

tests, and more importantly do well to get enough 

points to get through.   
 
 In the last 4 years, this was quite tough for me 

as a surgical resident in the UK, with very little 

time and, most importantly, with no ham radio sta-

tion.  I had to rely on the generosity and hospitality 

of others (eg G3BJ, 5B4AGN, 5B4XF, TM6M, 

VE7SV etc).  But, somehow I made it through and 

qualified for my 5th WRTC.   
 
 My teammate choice was quite easy, as I had 

operated with Stavros 5B4AFM several times be-

fore, including two previous WRTCs, and we both 

shared the passion for radiosport.  This time, 

preparation was going to be a bit more tricky, as 

we both had busy jobs in different countries, and I 

was also temporarily moving to the US for 2014-

15.  So, we had to rely on altering our previous 

WRTC setup, rather than making dramatic 

changes.  
 
 The equipment included (2) K3s with DVKs, a 

5B4AGN triplexer and filters, a KK1L antenna 

controller and some ancillary devices.  We used 

WinTest to log.  We only had time to test this setup 

during the Russian DX contest, and only for a few 

hours.  The next time we met as a team was at 

Westborough.  At the WRTC hotel, we were able 

to iron out any remaining technical issues and en-

joy the program.   
 
 The Bostonians did an amazing job in organiz-

ing all activities and setting up 59 tents with mili-

tary precision and quality.  We are grateful for the 

participation of lots of volunteers and for the 

funds from generous individuals and organiza-

tions, such as the Twin City DX Association in 

Minnesota.  Thank you for your generosity.  You 

undoubtedly played a key role in this event.  
 
 Having met up, chatted with lots of old friends 

and making new friends during the week, on Fri-

day morning everyone gathered in the big confer-

ence room for the draw.  One by one and in ran-

dom order we were called up to pick up an enve-

lope with our pot of luck QTH.  We also were ran-

domly assigned a referee.  We were very fortunate 

to get Ed, VE3RA.   
 
 We set off to our QTH NW of the hotel, and, 

within 2 hours, were all setup and ready to go with 

minor technical issues.  Following an operating 

session to ensure all was well, we retired back to 

the hotel for some rest and a final plan.  Making 

Figure 1.  An excerpt from the WRTC 2014 Live Scoreboard. 
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me that the  Elecraft K3 was the rig of choice by the 

vast majority of the WRTC  teams.  What did sur-

prise me a little was that Wintest was the contest 

program of choice.  N1MM, which was used by 

about 25 % of the 

teams, came in a dis-

tant second.   
  
 Figure 4 is a 

breakdown of the ra-

dio and software used 

by all 59 teams.  De-

spite the dominance 

by the K3, it is inter-

esting to note that the 

top three teams all 

used ICOM radios. 
 
 It will be interest-

ing to see where the 

next WRTC will be 

held.  WRTC 14 is go-

ing to be a tough act to follow. 

    See you on the bands.  Al, KØAD 

 

sense of propagation from the US was also a nov-

elty for us, but luckily, I had written a propagation 

analysis tool in Club Log, and for once, I had a 

use for it [https://secure.clublog.org/propagation.php].  
 
 The next morning arrived quickly, and we were 

at the station one hour before 12:00Z.  We did fi-

nal checks, arranged food in accessible locations 

and a few minutes before the contest, we opened 

the sealed contest call envelope.  Much to our sur-

prise we were blessed with W1N!  
 
 We thought, with lots of US stations on standby, 

we should both try SSB on 20m and 10m to start 

with, and at 12:00Z we called “CQ contest W1N 

W1N.”  It took several minutes before somebody 

responded.  In fact, the rate never picked up, and 

we eventually had to go to CW.   
 
 The rates were great on CW, I guess a combina-

tion of RBN networks spotting us quickly and low 

power being less of an issue.  We carried on call-

ing CQ or S&P to increase our mults, with fre-

quent unsuccessful attempts to get a good rate on 

SSB.  Good phone runs in this contest just don’t 

happen!   
 
 We tried to keep the moral high and continued 

to stay focused by working stations with frequent 

QSYs to maximize multiplier score.  In the end, we 

ended up with just 3800 Qs and a score of 4.8M. 

We quickly dismantled everything, and went back 

to the hotel for some rest and some food.  It was all 

over... 
 
 Monday morning was a day of touring and rest-

ing with the evening assigned for the closing cere-

mony.  Our final ranking found us in 41st place, 

but we could have easily gone up or down in the 

ranking 10 places with a few more or less QSOs or 

mults.  
 
 After saying goodbyes... we set off for our 

homes with fond memories of WRTC2014: the best 

ever WRTC to date.  The new qualifying period 

starts in October.... will we qualify once again? 

Once again, we are eternally grateful to Twin City 

DX Association in Minnesota for making such an 

event a reality.” 
 
A Final Observation 
 One of the things that I found interesting when 

the results of WRTC were released was a summary 

of the radios and logging software that the 59 

WRTC teams were using.  It was not a surprise to 

Figure 2. The 5B4WN/5B4AFN Team sponsored by 
TCDXA  

(l. to r. -  5B4WN, VE3RA (referee), 5B4AFN) 

Figure 3.  The WØ Team (KU1CW / EA5GTQ)  
tent sponsored by MWA. 

Figure 4. 
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Clay Conard 

WØFS 

I  grew up in a small northwest 

Iowa town, Alta, population 

1,400 in those days.  Like many 

small towns, there were a limited 

number of local businesses.  Luck-

ily, there was a radio repair and 

hobby shop run by Lawrence 

Johnson.  Lawrence was interested 

mainly in model airplanes and 

scale model railroad, but he also 

introduced some of us younger 

folks to shortwave listening and 

amateur radio.  He was not a ham, 

himself.  I think he was one of 

those put off by the need to learn 

Morse code.  Lawrence had an enviable workshop, with rows of Hickock and other brands 

of test equipment on the shelves above his bench.  It was a pleasure just to stand and look at 

the test equipment, and try to figure out the functions, while not yet understanding how the 

radios worked. 
 
 Lawrence steered me and others to the radio club in Storm Lake, where Bob, KØEVC, 

Lloyd, KØDKM and other Elmers introduced many youngsters into the world of ham radio. 

The club met once a month, and progress toward a license could be slow, as this was before 

the invention of cassette tapes and personal computers that made the material for code prac-

tice easier to obtain.  Most tape players around were reel-to-reel, and for most of us too ex-

pensive to own.  Several of us would have a code copying session at the club meetings, then 

lose what we gained by the next meeting.  We had code practice on two tapes, and we could 

almost write the cipher groups out ahead of the tape because we had done them so many 

times. 
 
 Enter two new club members, Buena Vista College students who decided to stir the pot. 

They gave us a pep talk, told us to beg, borrow or steal a receiver with a BFO, put up a sim-

ple wire antenna if we hadn't already and start listening to stations sending code at a speed 

faster than we were comfortable with.  That meant trying to copy any station which was 

sending Morse code.  They told us to copy code every day for 30 to 60 minutes, and to turn 

off the radio and walk away when our attention started wandering.  When the two hams felt 

we were about ready, they ordered the novice exams, and warned us to be ready to take 

them.  I remember three of us took the exam and we all passed.  
 
 My license arrived on the eve of Field Day in 1963, and I was disappointed to be unable 

to participate in that event.  Having never had a QSO, I realized I would have had a real 

problem trying to do so under Field Day conditions. 
 
 My first transmitter was a homebrew 6V6 oscillator made from salvaged TV parts and a 

hand wound coil using a toilet paper roll coil form taped to an octal tube base.  A link cou-
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pled pilot lamp was the tuning indicator.  My parents 

were very supportive of the idea of ham radio.  My 

father was an electrician and home builder at the 

time.  He talked the system manager of the local 

power system out of an old 20-ft pole, and installed it 

by hand in the back yard.  I buried RG-58 coax from 

the house to the pole and put up a 40-meter dipole. 

With the borrowed Lafayette receiver that was used 

to copy code, I was in business.  I ordered a Heathkit 

HR-10 receiver, and returned the Lafayette to the 

owner after the HR-10 was operational.  My first con-

tact was in Illinois, and that was exhilarating!  I or-

dered a DX-60 transmitter, and assembled it just in 

time as the power supply for the homebrew rig went 

up in smoke.  Luckily, there was no damage to any-

thing else.  With the low antenna height, most of my 

contacts as a Novice were in the Midwest. 
 
 In early 1965, the FCC was giving exams in 

Omaha, and I felt I was ready to upgrade.  My father 

took a day off from his self-employment and off to 

Omaha we went.  We stopped at WRL and bought a 

microphone and a used HG-10 VFO.  Between that 

purchase and my father's sacrifice of a day's wages, I 

decided I had better darned well pass the General 

exam.  I passed the exam, and anxiously waited for 

the ticket to arrive.  Novice licensees were "rock 

bound" in those days, and there were no instant up-

grades, so I had to wait to use my new privileges. 

When the license arrived, I had just a few weeks to 

enjoy my new privileges before high school gradua-

tion. 
 
 A few days after graduation, I enlisted in the 

Navy.  After going to Navy "A" school, my first duty 

station was Midway Island.  When I arrived on Mid-

way, the club station on Sand Island (the main island) 

was seldom in use and had some problems.  I was 

very happy to fix the problems with the club's KWM-

2 and with the feedpoint of the 4-element 15-meter 

monoband beam.  There was also a TH6DX.  Both 

antennas were about 40 ft above a large aircraft han-

gar roof, and a little over 100 ft above the ground.  A 

second station was the "Gold Dust Twins," a KWS-1 

and 75A-4.  Upon operating, I immediately found out 

what a pileup was.  At first, I was very frustrated, but 

soon learned how to deal with unruly pileups.  If 

things got too ugly, I would turn the beam around and 

ragchew with the VK and ZL stations.   
 
 While on Midway, I did have the opportunity to 

work Andy Devine, WB6RER (SK), and Curt Le-

may, whose call I’ve forgotten (ed: Lemay’s previous 

calls were: KØGRL, K4FRA and W6EZV).  Coun-

tries in the Far East were easy to work, some of 

which I’ve never heard since. 
 
 The KWS-1 had an intermittent problem; the 

monitor scope would show a slightly smaller speech 

or carrier envelope with perhaps the middle half 

brighter and a different frequency.  We took this to be 

a 2nd-harmonic. The transmitter sat on a metal office 

desk, and we learned to pull the center drawer of the 

desk open and administer a solid kick under the trans-

mitter to straighten it out.  At one point, I tore the fi-

nal cage apart to look for the problem.  WA6KWB, 

the navy chief who was the station trustee, came in 

when I had all this torn down and nearly had a cow.  I 

didn’t find the problem. After I put it back together, it 

never acted up again.  
 
 I didn’t realize what an opportunity I had, and did-

n’t work DXCC when using my own call, 

WAØGFS/KM6.  I did manage to work 60 or 70 

countries, and enjoyed being rare DX with a good 

antenna system.  There were two club stations on 

Midway:  KM6BI on Sand Island and KM6CE on 

Eastern Island.  As Midway is now a wildlife sanctu-

ary, I suspect the hangar with that huge ground plane 

of a roof is probably gone.  
 
 My next duty station in Vietnam put me in full-

time MARS work for the remaining two years of my 

enlistment.  We later had a brief stay on Okinawa, 

and our unit was given the call KR6CB.  The license 

process on the military-controlled island was tedious, 

and I decided not to try for an individual call.  It 

would have been wasted effort, anyway.  In less than 

two months, I was packing up the station to go back 

to Vietnam; this time to Quang Tri, near the demilita-

rized zone.   
 
 In Quang Tri, we had a 204BA monobander, 

which was an excellent antenna on the MARS fre-

quencies above and below 20 meters.  Our primary 

purpose was to run phone patch traffic for the troops, 

and we did pass some written traffic.  If I remember 

right, our in-country net was on 3,585 kHz USB.  The 

QRM on that frequency was strange, with signals I've 

never heard the likes of, since.  There was also some 

chirpy, sloppily sent CW, not in English.  Our phone 

patch rig was a KWM-2A and 312B-5 console with a 

Henry 2K amp.  Our in-country rig was a PRC-47 
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with an Inverted-V made of “commo” wire (ed: Army 

Tactical Communication Wire).  One night we were 

experiencing heavy interference on the in-country 

net.  I fired up the KWM-2 with the 2K on the in-

country frequency and saw the VSWR go crazy as I 

tuned up.  It turned out to be the “commo” wire burn-

ing in two. 
 
 After discharge from the Navy in 1968, I attended 

Iowa State University.  Low profile antennas were 

tolerated in the old Quonset-hut married housing and 

I had a KWM-2 that I had bought from K6AEJ, 

whom I had worked with for awhile as MARS opera-

tor.  This was the plain KWM-2, not the "A" model 

that the military bought.  I put up a 40- or 50-ft ran-

dom wire not more than 10 ft above the ground, and 

was at least on the air.  My minimal grounding (a 

buried license plate) and homemade tuner didn’t keep 

me from getting an RF burn on my lip from the metal 

microphone case.  That kind of burn is nasty, and 

takes a long time to heal.  
 
 A move to Boone, IA after graduation put me in 

better shape for operating, but it was still confining.  I 

was renting a house on a 60-ft x 60-ft lot, and had to 

beg the neighbors for permission to encroach on their 

property to get a 75m inverted-V up.  This did work 

fairly well.  One of my first low band DX contacts, 

using 100 watts on 75 meters was with KC4DX, the 

1972 DXpedition to Navassa Island (now KP1).  The 

DX bug had bitten, but not hard enough. 
 
 By the mid-1970s, I had become somewhat inac-

tive, had gone through a divorce and a change in at-

mosphere at work.  In the mid-70s, I was dismissed 

from Navy Mars for lack of participation, and 2 or 3 

pages of an ARRL logbook covered all my HF opera-

tions from 1975 to about 1988.  I had divorced again 

and remarried in the meantime.  My new wife was 

more agreeable towards ham radio, and she later went 

on to get a Tech license, followed by a General (with 

code) license.  By then, we were living on a 60-ft x 

90-ft lot, and owned the house, but I still had to go 

hat in hand to beg for antenna encroachment permis-

sion. 
 
 I put up a 40-ft tower and a Mini Products Mini 

Quad, which I used on 10 through 20 meters. A 75m 

inverted-V worked okay on 40 meters with a tuner.  

The bands were in good shape, and I started working 

DX in 1990.  With a serious effort, I earned   

5BDXCC by 1993.  I decided to work on the 5BWAS 

award at the same time, and found it to be much 

harder to do because of the skip zones, etc.  I didn’t 

complete this until late 1994.  I really did want to get 

into the world of 160 meters, and tried a 130-ft piece 

of wire with an alligator clip on each end.  On a con-

test weekend I would drop the ends of the 75m an-

tenna, clip the 130-ft wire on the ends and drape it on 

the fences and in the trees; whatever I could find to 

keep it off the ground.  This worked as a top-fed, half

-wave delta loop, and allowed me to work most of the 

states and a handful of countries on 160m.  
 
 At that point, I started to hint to my XYL that I 

wanted to look for a bigger place to allow me put up 

some better antennas.  She informed me that she liked 

the house we were in, and didn't want to move.  I 

thought I was sunk.  A short time later, she wanted to 

buy another bookcase.  She is something of a book-

worm, and was running out of room.  I asked her to 

show me where we would put it and suddenly she 

understood my problem.  The little 700 square foot 

house was not going to cut it anymore.  
 
 In 1993, after a few months of looking, we found 

an excellent acreage on the outskirts of Stratford, IA., 

population 750.  I asked local hams if there were any 

tower ordinances, and was told there were none.  We 

purchased the place, and my outlook as a DXer 

brightened, considerably.  The first tower that went 

up was 40 ft of Rohn 25G, with 20 ft of pipe on top. 

Later, NØNI came and added the other 32 ft of tower 

I had, and my antenna plans began to take shape.   
 
 Another 50-ft tower was put up at my workshop, 

about 200 ft from the house, and a rope was strung 

between the towers.  At first, I put up a 4-element bi-

directional wire Yagi for 80m.  This worked okay, 

but the coverage was too limited as the directions 

were not optimal.   
 
 I later took this down and put up a driven array, 

with two dipoles and a homemade control box, with 

switchable delay lines.  This would give me broad-

side and end fire patterns, and helped fill in the cover-

age.  Because the elements were not force-fed, the 

patterns likely did not perform by the book, but the 

darned thing worked.   
 
 My control box was mounted on an old tree stump 

that rotted and fell over, so the feedline to one of the 

dipoles was torn down. By this time, I had a 3rd 

tower up 40 ft,  just outside my shack window.  So, I 

16 The Gray Line Report  September, 2014 



put a dipole up there, and used it for one dipole of the 

array.  The orientation of the two feedpoints is more 

to my liking.  The dipoles are almost at right angles 

to each other and actually cross, but it worked OK, 

right away.  I reasoned that since an inverted-V less 

than 1/4 wavelength above ground has little directiv-

ity, the directivity of the array would be determined 

by the relative positions of the feedpoints and the 

phasing of the elements.  The performance of the an-

tenna seemed to bear this out.  
 
 In the several years since then, I have had coax 

damaged in 2 or 3 places, plus additional problems 

occurred.  In fact, I couldn’t remember the lengths of 

both feedlines anymore.  The antenna does not seem 

to have the front-to-back that it did a year or two ago.  
 
 I have plans and parts for a linear-loaded 80m 4-

square, but medical problems and "must do" projects 

have delayed this.  Also, I have a new Tennadyne T8 

still in the box, and waiting to go up.  This is several 

years old, and was bought in-between episodes of 

Hodgkin’s disease (thanks to the Agent Orange expo-

sure in Vietnam).  
 
 I‘ve decided that I don’t have room for a 160m 4-

square, so the inverted-L with 7 elevated radials will 

have to do.  I use the inverted-L on everything but 80 

meters.  It does reasonably well on most bands, in-

cluding 6 meters.  My current rig is an FT-2000 with 

a Kenwood TL-922 amp, both purchased as used 

equipment.  My backup radio is the Omni VI Plus 

that I used, previously.  Other rigs used in the past 

have been an early Omni VI, an Icom 765, a Ken-

wood TS430S and a Drake R4B/T4X. 
 
 Our property is roughly 330 ft by 430 ft, and about 

1/3 of the long side is cultivated, and has an overhead 

2,400 volt line across it to our service transformer. 

My neighbor is a part-time farmer, and has a field of 

about 10 acres along part of the other side of the 

property.  We have an agreement that in summer, the 

neighbor farms approximately one acre of our 

ground.  In the fall after the crops are out, I put up a 

540-ft Beverage, that goes across his field, which I 

remove before spring plowing.  This has worked out 

well for both of us, and no money is involved. 
 
 My long term goals are: Honor Roll (I have 314 

confirmed), 300 countries on 75m (I have 266 con-

firmed) and 200 countries on 160m (I have 177).  I 

think these are all achievable.  I retired from Alliant 

Energy in 2010, and spent the first few months of re-

tirement recovering from pancreatitis.  I’m now deal-

ing with congestive heart failure, and am hoping to be 

better in time for some antenna work.  There are 

some very interesting operations coming up, and I 

would like to have at least one of my projects, the 4-

square or the Tennadyne, done before snowfall.  I’m 

still looking for all that extra time I was going to have 

after retiring.  
 
 My wife, Margot is KBØMPL and is somewhat 

active on HF.  She has had a taste of DXing, but has 

not been bit by the bug, yet.  As a youngster, my son, 

Darin went head first into computers, but has had no 

interest in ham radio.  He works in tech support for 

Mediacom.  A second cousin, Jerry, is K9JR. 
 
 My other hobbies are photography, home repair, 

auto repair and rock and roll music.  Margot and I are 

life members in the Iowa Rock and Roll Music Asso-

ciation.  Ham radio is my main hobby, and I don't see 

that changing. 

             73 de Clay, WØFS 

Looking down the path of the Beverage when it is up. 
Bearing is approximately 025 deg. 

Looking SSW at the back side of our acreage.   
Feedpoint for the Beverage is at the near side  

of the burn pile, front left. 
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The  inspiration for this trip began after our 2012 trip to 

KHØ for the CQWW SSB contest.  Matt, KØBBC and I operated 

M/S from the rental shack in Saipan.  I’m the CW guy, and Matt 

operates SSB.  We decided to look for a multi-mode contest, so each 

of us could use our favorite mode. 
 
 The antennas at the Saipan rental shack were small, and the 20 

meter beam had failed.  We began looking for a rental shack with 

lots of big antennas and a shack set up for a multi-op operation.  

Taking all this into account, we decided to operate the IARU contest 

at the PEI DX Lodge shack.   Even though we could have operated 

the IARU contest in 2013, we decided to wait until 2014, when there 

would be more activity (due to the WRTC event).  So, we put down 

the deposit, and began preparing. 
 
 The PEI DX Lodge (http://www.peidxlodge.com/) is available for rent, and is easy to get to.  You can either fly through New 

York, Toronto or Montréal, or drive through Canada.  The rent is reasonable, and XYLs stay free.  In order not to use up a 

kitchen pass, we decided to bring our XYLs on this trip. 
 
 The house is an old farm house with plenty of room.  The kitchen had been recently remodeled, and the bathrooms are 

very modern.  There are four bedrooms upstairs, so a large number of guests can be accommodated.  We were ten minutes 

away from a Tim Horton’s (Canada’s finest coffee and doughnuts) and fifteen minutes from a grocery and liquor store. 
 
 The PEI DX Lodge fulfilled our requirements for antennas and rigs.  Highlights of the antennas (see photo, above): 

  10m - 7/7/4 @ 90'/60'/30' 

  15m - 6/6/4 @ 150'/100'/50' 

  20m - 6/6/6 @ 151'/87'/30' 

  40m - 3 element M2 40M3FS on 48'4" boom @ 145' 

  80m - Elevated 4-square array @16' 6 elevated radials per element 

  160m - 2-element array, 1/4-wave high, 1/4-wave spaced  
 
 Looking at the rules for the IARU contest, we found the multi-single category, but no multi-multi.   So, if we (Matt and I) 

were the only operators, we couldn’t operate at the same time.  We would have had to take turns.  This being a 24-hour con-

test, we wanted more BIC (butt in chair) time.  In order to take advantage of all the horsepower at the PEI DX Lodge, we 

needed to operate as a headquarters station.  Headquarter stations have no restrictions on number of rigs, operators, or band 

changes.  Headquarter stations are also separate multipliers, which made us more in demand. 
 
 To operate as a headquarters station, we needed to have a Canadian operator as part of our team.  And, we needed to get 

permission from the national organization.  I operated with Tony VE3RZ at J3A and TI5N, so we decided to ask Tony to 

join us for the Prince Edward Island operation.  Tony accepted, 

and was able to secure permission from VO1DK and VE3KI to 

operate as a headquarters station.  We were given the call sign 

VY2RAC (Radio Amateur of Canada). 
 
 The station experienced a bit of damage due to an ice storm in 

late April, and from tropical storm Arthur that went through just a 

week before we arrived.  Fortunately, KC1XX was scheduled in 

the week before CW WPX,  so most of the problems were fixed.  

The bottom line was, no South America tribander or SA 40m Yagi.  

There were only the top two 20m Yagis.  The middle 15m Yagi 

rotator was not working, and there was no 6 meter Yagi.  We had 

the opportunity to cancel our trip, but we decided to go ahead, 

VY2RAC 
IARU Contest 2014 from Prince Edward Island 

 
by Ron Dohmen, NØAT 

The VY2TT antenna farm at grayline. 

l to r: Tony VE3RZ, Ron NØAT, Matt KØBBC. 
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even with the “limited” antenna farm.  Matt figured that, 

even with the damage to the antenna farm, the station 

could still outperform his barefoot rig and Buddipole. 
 
 The station had been set up for SO2R operation.  The 

key to harmony throughout the contest was to place the 

phone operator away from the CW ops.  Matt objected to 

being moved into another room, so a corner of the giant U-

shaped operating bench was cleared for the phone op.  We 

reconfigured the shack for three stations, completely inde-

pendent, yet within reach of the antenna switching equip-

ment.  We used an Icom IC-7800, two Elecraft K3s, two 

Alpha 87As and an Alpha 91b.  The computers were con-

figured with WriteLog software.  After a few file updates, 

we were ready to go! 
 
 Having that much horsepower, and being a new multi-

plier, generated unlimited pileups.  We could work each 

station on 6 bands and both modes.  Matt operated SSB, I 

operated CW and Tony operated mostly CW, with some 

SSB.  20 meters stayed open all night, so we always had 

three bands open.  10 meters was not in good shape, but 

we managed a few Qs.  The 4-square on 80 made it sound 

like 20 meters.  The QRN left us alone, so we were able to 

work the low bands at night.  We never got going on 160 

meters.  Matt got one 160 meter QSO with the RSGB HQ 

station just before UK sunrise. 

 

Our IARU Contest results: 

Summary: 
Band  CW Qs  Ph Qs  Zones  HQ Mults 
------------------------------------- 
  160:     9      1     2        2 
   80:   436    116    19       19 
   40:   938    360    31       39 
   20:  1696   1030    40       40 
   15:  1021    427    28       43 
   10:   199     24    15       18 
------------------------------------- 
Total:  4299   1958   135      161   

 
Total QSOs =      6,257 
Total Score = 7,221,808 
 

 The WRTC event provided a boot to activity in the 

IARU Contest.  We worked all 59 of the WRTC stations.  

See KØAD’s column “MWA Contest Corner” (page 11)

for a rundown of the WRTC event. 
 
 Since we had our XYLs along, we spent some time 

touring the island before and after the contest.  Prince Ed-

ward Island is known for its lobster and mussel fishing 

industry.  The 2014 season had a record harvest and record 

low prices.  Almost every meal consisted of some sort of 

lobster rendition and a bucket of steamed mussels.  
 
 The day before the contest, we went to a restaurant in a 

little town called Alberton.  After a lunch consisting of 

various lobster dishes, Matt decided to set up his portable 

station.  He set up his IC7000, lithium battery and Buddi-

pole on the pier.  The catch of the day was Laos, XW1IC.  

We got a 57 report and he was logged as 59.  We also 

worked a few Europeans.  

 
 During the contest, the XYLs went out to tour the Anne 

of Green Gables tourist area.  They got back in time to 

prepare some delicious lobster rolls for us to eat during the 

contest. 
 
 July and August are considered peak tourist season in 

Prince Edward Island.  We never experienced crowds at 

any of the beaches or villages we visited.  Charlottetown, 

the capital, is home to about half of the island’s 145,855 

residents.  We did see more people there, stood in line for 

the more popular restaurants and had to stop for the occa-

sional traffic light.  We would recommend Charlottetown 

hotel and car reservations, but the rest of the island could 

be explored on a whim. 
 
 Prince Edward Island is a fine place for working DX 

and taking the family on vacation.  The bands open early 

to Europe, which allows you to log a few QSOs and still 

have time to go to the beach, visit a lighthouse or see other 

historic sights.  We explored the west and center of the 

island on this trip.  We look forward to a return visit to 

explore the east end of the island and get a tour of the Jeff 

Briggs’ VY2ZM contest station, before working some 

more pile-ups of our own. 
 
           73, de Ron, NØAT 

 

Lunch at one of the local PEI restaurants. 

Ron and Tony observing Matt operating as  
KØBBC/VY2 on the pier 
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TWIN CITY DX ASSOCIATION (TCDXA) 

CLUB FACT SHEET  
   

Who We Are: 
     The Twin City DX Association (TCDXA) is a 501(c) (3) non-profit amateur radio organization, whose members have 
an interest in DXing and in supporting the club mission: Dollars for DX.  Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation govern the 
club’s operation. 
 
Club Mission: 
     The club mission supports major DXpeditions with financial donations.  The source of operating income for this ac-
tivity is an annual contribution (dues) of $25 from each member.  
  
DX Donation Policy: 
     The policy supports major DXpeditions that meet our requirements for financial sponsorship.  All requests must be 
approved by the Board of Directors.  Final approval is by vote of the full membership.  Over fifty DXpeditions have been 

sponsored since 1997.  Details are available on the website at: http://www.tcdxa.org/sponsoreddxpedtions.html#MenuBar1. 
 
Club History: 
     The club was formed in the early 70s by a small group of DXers from the Twin Cities area.  Over the years, the club 
has changed; most notably by opening its doors to anyone interested in DXing - from the casual to the very serious 
operator.  Our membership now resides in numerous states and several countries, and numbers 162.      
 
Requirements for Membership  
     We welcome all hams who have an interest in DXing and hold a valid FCC Amateur Radio License.  It doesn’t mat-
ter whether you’re a newcomer, or an oldtimer to DXing; everyone’s welcome! 
 
Meetings: 
     The club meets on the third Monday of each month (except July & August) at PUB 42 Restaurant in New Hope.  
Members gather early in the bar for Happy Hour, and move into a private room at 5:00pm for dinner and a short busi-
ness agenda, followed by a program.  If you enjoy a night out on the town with friends, you’ll enjoy this get together.  
Meeting attendance is NOT a requirement for membership.  
 
Club Officers: 
     Four officers, plus one additional member make up the Board of Directors; currently:  
President Michael Sigelman, KØBUD; Vice President Tom Lutz, WØZR; Secretary-Treasurer Pat Cain, KØPC; DXpe-
dition Funding Manager Ron Dohmen, NØAT and Director Jim Junkert, KØJUH.  
 
Website: 

     We maintain a website at www.TCDXA.org that provides information about a variety of subjects related to the club 
and DXing,  The site is maintained by our webmaster Pat Cain, KØPC. 
  
Newsletter: 
     The GrayLine Report is the club newsletter, which is published on a quarterly basis.  We’re proud of the fact 99% 

of the content is “homegrown” – written by our members.  Past issues are on the website at http://www.tcdxa.org/
newsletter.html. 
  
How to Become a Member: 

     An application for membership can be completed and submitted online, or printed and mailed in. (See http://
www.tcdxa.org/Application.html )  Contributions can be made by check or via the PayPal link on the homepage at 

www.TCDXA.org.   
 
Visit us at a Meeting:   

 You are most welcome to attend a meeting, and look us over, before joining.  Meetings are held at the PUB 42 Res-

taurant at 7600 Avenue North in New Hope (http://pub42.com/ ).  Join us for happy hour at 4:00pm with dinner at 
5:30pm, followed by the meeting at 6:30pm. 
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VKØIR 
ZL9CI 
A52A 
T33C 
3B9C 
TX9 

CP6CW 
3YØX 
K7C 

5A7A 
VU4AN 
VU7RG 

VK9DWX 

XU7MWA 
S21EA 
J2ØRR 
J2ØMM 
BS7H 
N8S 

3B7SP 
3B7C 
5JØA 

VP6DX 
TX5C 
9XØR 
9U4U 

TCDXA DX DONATION POLICY 
 

  The mission of TCDXA is to support DXing and major DXpeditions by providing 

funding.  Annual contributions (dues) from members are the major source of funding. 
  
 A funding request from the organizers of a planned DXpedition should be directed to 

the DX Donation Manager, Ron, NØAT, TCDXA@n0at.net.  He and the TCDXA Board of 

Directors will judge how well the DXpedition plans meet key considerations (see below). 
 
 If the Board of Directors deems the DXpedition to be worthy of support, a recom-

mended funding amount is presented to the membership for their vote.  If approved, the 

TCDXA Treasurer will process the funding.. 
 

              Key Considerations for a DXpedition Funding Request 

  

   DXpedition destination         Website with logos of club sponsors 

   Ranking on Most Wanted Survey      QSLs with logos of club sponsors 

   Most wanted ranking by TCDXA Members  Online logs and pilot stations 

   Logistics and transportation costs      Up front cost to each operator 

   Number of operators and their credentials   Support by NCDXF & other clubs 

   Number of stations on the air       LoTW log submissions 

   Bands, modes and duration of operation   Previous operations by same group 

   Equipment: antennas, radios, amps, etc.   Valid license and DXCC approval 

   Stateside and/or foreign QSL manager    Donation address: USA and/or foreign  

 

 

                  To join TCDXA, go to http://tcdxa.org/. 

- end - 
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