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DXing from Minnesota - Land of 10,000 

 

 Well it’s time for me to ramble a bit again. I guess 
time flies when you are having fun so here goes. Hamfest 
season is almost over and the cold and snow will be back 
soon. I have had fun seeing friends at the hamfests that 
I have attended so far, and look forward to a couple more 
before it’s over. Speaking of having fun we have had good 
turnouts for our club meetings this year making the third 
Monday of the month the best Monday of the month. 

 I hope you are all getting the DX you want, and are 
getting your antennas ready for winter. I am writing this 
as I wait in vain for RI1FJL to appear on 40 meters. I 
did get them on a couple bands, and it is an ATNO for me. 
My antenna farm is hurting here and there is still a lot 
to do.  

 It will soon be contest time. I am pretty burned out 
in working contests but will still be playing in DX con-
tests looking for some band fills, as DX contests are a 
DX smorgasbord.  

 Also, with it being the start of our fiscal year it’s 
time to make our yearly contributions. It’s getting clos-
er to our yearly elections when you can throw the bum out 
of office!!  
 Please remember the ARRL Dakota Division convention 
put on by The North Star Radio convention on October 10th 
at the Hennepin Technical College. (9000 Brooklyn Blvd, 
Brooklyn Park, MN.) We will have a table there and I  
hope to see you there. Enough for now.  

73 es GD DX Bert WB0N  
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Club Calendar 
(Let me know if I should add something) 

September 2026 
  5-6 All Asian DX SSB           
  12-14 ARRL Sept. VHF          
  12-13 WAE DX SSB 
  19 W4DXCC by SEDCO 
  21 TCDXA Meeting 
  26-27 CQWW RTTY 

March 2027 
  6-7 ARRL DX SSB 
  15 TCDXA Meeting 
  27-28 CQWW WPX SSB 

October 2026 
  10 ARRL MN State Convention   
  19 TCDXA Meeting 
  24-25 CQWW DX SSB 

April 2027 
  17-18 CQMM DX 
  19 TCDXA Meeting 

November 2026 
  7-9 ARRL SS CW 
  16  TCDXA Meeting 
  28-29 CQWW CW 

May 2027 
  17 TCDXA Meeting 
  20 CWOPs Dinner 
  21 SWODXA DX Dinner 
  21-23 Dayton Hamvention 
  29-30 CQWW WPX CW  

December 2026 
  5-7 ARRL 160M CW 
  13-14 ARRL 10M 
  15 TCDXA Meeting 
  27-28 Stew Perry 160M CW 

June 2027 
  5-6 ARRL INTL Digital 
  12-14 ARRL VHF 
  19-20 All Asian CW 
  21 TCDXA Meeting 
  26-27 ARRL Field Day 

January 2027 
  2-3 ARRL RTTY Roundup 
  16-18 ARRL January VHF 
  18 TCDXA Meeting 
  29-31 CQWW 160M CW    

July 2027 
  10-11 IARU HF Championship 
  19 TCDXA Meeting 

February 2027 
  6— Minnesota QSO Party 
  13-14 CQWW WPX RTTY 
  15  TCDXA Meeting 
  20-21 ARRL DX CW 
  26-28 CQWW 160M SSB 

August 2027 
  14-15 WAE DX CW 
  16 TCDXA Meeting 



 

 

 
 

5 Years Ago in the Grayline 
 

 Mark Johns, K0JM, discussed “A Remote Control Solution” 
 

 The Member profile was of Larry, W0PR 
 

 The MWA Contest Corner featured the article “SO2V— An  
          Alternative to SO2R Contest Operation” by Al, K0AD 

 
 

10 Years Ago in the Grayline 
 

 Ralph, K0IR, featured “A DXpedition to Bouvet Island” 
 

 Information was presented on a TCDXA Field Day Activities 
 

 DQRM was discussed by Rober, G3SXW, in his article  
          “Identifying DQRM” 
 

 The Member profile was of Bill, AE0EE 
 

 W0BM, Pat, wrote about “Using a Flex 6700 with Maestro in 
          a Contest Environment 
 

 Greg, K0GW, made DXCC Honor Roll 
 

 Gary, W0AW, earned DXCC Honor Roll AND 9BDXCC! 
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Grayline History 
 

Newsletters can be found at  
https://tcdxa.org/gray-line-report-newsletter/ 



 

 

 
 
 

 15 Years Ago in the Grayline 
 

  
 

• The “Cover Story” was about the DXpedition to Bhutan, Land of 
the Thunder Dragon 
 
• The Member profile was of Scott, K0MD 
 
• W0AA recaps Field Day 
 
 

  
 

20 Years Ago in the Grayline 
 

 
 The “Cover Story” was about K0TG and W0GJ travelling to  

          Brazil to Referee at the 2006 WRTC 
 

 Jim Junkert, K0JUH, wrote “What the Experts are Saying 
          about Solar Cycles 23 & 24”” 
 

 The Member profile was of Donn, K0QC 
 

 K0GX reports on Antenna Repairs at his QTH 
 

 W0BV, Bob, reports on DXing from Washington Island 
 

 Keith, K0KG, reports on a Trip to SteppIR 
 

 Chuck, K0SQ, reports on “6 Meter DXing from the Edge” 
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Grayline History 



 

 

 

 We only had one funding request this quarter 
which came from the German group led by DL2AWG 
going to Lord Howe Island to operate VK2LHW.  
We approved a $300 donation and Lord Howe will 
be a new one for about a quarter of those who 
voted.  

 There was some question about making this 
donation since there has been recent activity 
from Lord Howe, including on operation by fellow TCDXA member K0BBC with 
a group of Australian hams. Clublog is one of my main sources of infor-
mation when deciding on DXPedition donations.  The statistics for Lord 
Howe show it continually climbing the Most Wanted list despite there be-
ing regular activity there for the past few years.  Recent operations 
have been relatively small scale; the last major DXpedition was in 2014 
with 65,000 QSOs.  Since then, Lord Howe has risen from #120 to #62.  

 We are also exploring a donation to the Desecheo 2026 group to help 
fund future operations using their unattended operations.  I am waiting 
for more information from them before making my recommendation and expect 
to have something ready by the time this edition of The Grayline is pub-
lished.  

 

Thank you. 
 
Mike Cizek WØVTT 
TCDXA DX Grant Manager 
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Dollars for DX 
Mike Cizek WØVTT— mgcizek@gmail.com 

DX Grant Manager   

Join TCDXA 
 
 Our mission is to raise Dollars for DX, 
used to help fund qualified DXPeditions.   
 
 Our funds come from annual member contri-
butions (dues) and other donations.   
 
 TCDXA is a non-profit organization, as de-
scribed in Section 501 (c) (3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code.  All contributions from 
U.S. residents are tax-deductible. 
 
 Becoming a member is easy.  Go to http://
tcdxa.org/ and follow the instructions on 
the home page.   
 
 All contributions (including annual dues) 
may now be paid on our secure site, using 
PayPal or credit card.  

http://tcdxa.org/
http://tcdxa.org/


 

 

 
From Danny, WØJMP— ATNOs— Carol, K4SAF landed two ATNOs in August. She 
worked Franz Josef Land, RI1FJL and Papua New Guinea, P29YY.  These were 
confirmed as #298 and 299 for Carol. 
 I also worked P29YY. It was a one-man DXpedition with 100 watts and a 
vertical. It was ATNO #316 (current) for me. I was already asleep when 
she worked them and she then woke me up. I worked them in a fog and went 
back to sleep. The next morning, I was not sure if I worked them or 
dreamt it? Had to go check the log….and the QSO was real.  

Update— And P29YY confirmed already! He is an Amazing one man band.  
73,   

Danny, WØJMP  

 

Congratulations to both of you! 

 

 

 

From the editorial staff 

 Everything changes over time and it is so with the Gray Line Report. 
The tool that we have used for many years to edit the newsletter, Mi-
crosoft Publisher, is being shut down November 1st.  

 AJ8B has been working with CWops editor N9EEE, Dick, to find a replace-
ment tool for both newsletters and they believe they have found a re-
placement. We will work to make the December edition as familiar to you 
as we can, but not everything will be the same. 

 We just wanted you to have a “heads-up”. By the way, the next time you 
hear from the editorial staff, it will be to say “Merry Christmas!” 
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Our Members Say 
Summer “Soapbox”  



 

 

 
 

 Fall of 2025 I was flogging hot and heavy on the rebuild of 
the previous K9CT home station SteppIR DB-36. The refabrication and modi-
fications of  Dream Beams are the kinds of things Nightmares are really 
made of. However I managed to slug my way through them, and with 
the assistance of Friends from the Sioux Falls and NWiowa clubs, and the 
neighbor couple.  10 people total we managed to move the antenna and 
winch it into position October 25, 2025. Video is a short on my 
YouTube channel and the description is on my ZED page.  
  
 Three storms later the M2 Orion gave up the ghost and the antenna stack 
snapped off two coax runs, plus the SteppIR controller lines. The result-
ing short filled the shack with smoke. I managed to work a couple ATNO 
luckily before the station went silent for 9 months.  
  
 As I’m awaiting a hip replacement, I can no longer climb, or walk well 
either. I did manage to rent a 65 foot towable lift this Spring. I was 
able to perform the necessary rotor work, cable replacement, and with 
the assistance of Steve K0SF and his Drone, installed new ropes for the 
wire antennas.  

 The only thing we didn’t manage to get done was install the mast steps 
and straighten the 6m beam in relation to the DB-36 and the 2 meter Yagi. 
We did get the 2 meter back on the tower the week I had the 65 
foot lift.  
  
 Before I had launched myself off the Dream Beam cliff, I had built a 3 
element 30m beam from the 2 element 40 gifted to me by a fellow TCDXA’r , 
and the purchase of the Hygain 3rd element kit the same day MFJ 
locked it’s doors…  
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Our Members Say 
Summer “Soapbox”  



 

 

 
 The week before we were to install the 30… I brought up the New Bright-
on Bertha Pole issue of the 40 meter beam and 10m beam being swapped in 
position and the upper 15m antenna’s performance going bizerk. If I had a 
second tower here in Rock Rapids, it wouldn’t have been a problem, but 
after Steve ran the 1217 and 30m we found the same sort of detuning was 
going to happen to my WARC antennas…. The 12m portion was going to jump 
from perfect tuning and high gain to a rotatable dummy load, and the 30m 
was also going to be pushed out of the band and performance killed.  
  
 That was what triggered the DB-36 purchase.  
  
 Now I have this 30m beam with a 2” 33 foot long boom… That boom is now 
laying across sawhorses and as of today and last week’s number crunching 
by SF into AO… We have a boom with Sharpe marker lines for 8 elements of 
screaming 6m horsepower.  
  
 The existing 6m has been about 20 degrees off center since installing 
the DB-36. I know this 8 element 6m is going to be built by the end of 
September, so I start dreaming about taking down instead of straighten-
ing, and prepping the tower for the 8 element install. I start discussing 
with the gang, taking down the 6m… but they knew I was going to need a 
big lift to get to the mast top to install the much larger antenna and 
come in from above… How am I going to get that done?  
  
 I look to the south while I’m on the porch and Greta my little Shepherd 
Girl is looking for the perfect location for a pit stop. I’m hearing beep 
beep beep… at the church on the next block south a contractor is caulking 
stained glass windows… In spite the hip pain, I hobble the block south 
and while on a break I introduce myself to the contractor. HE zips around 
the country doing church work. He’s using a nearly brand new JLG 1350 
rented from the same place I rent from. That’s about a $140,000 machine.  
  
 The JLG 1350 is a two man 135 foot tall lift… I ask him how long is he 
going to be around, and ask him if he might possibly mind taking the lift 
for a little drive, see that house right there? YEAH. On the other side 
is a radio tower and I need to do a little work that shouldn’t take more 
than 30 minutes tops… Sure see you at 4PM.  
 

(continued at the bottom of the next page)  
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Our Members Say 
Summer “Soapbox”  



 

 

 
 

 After 16 years, I finally 
crossed the finish line for 6 
meter DXCC. My final QSO and 
LoTW confirmation came from 
IS0BSR in Sardinia. The summer 
of 2026 was the strongest propa-
gation on 6 meters that I have 
experienced since I started this 
quest.  

 

 In addition, that gave me the final band for 10 Band DXCC. My pursuits 
on 6 meters will now shift to picking up new countries as well as pursu-
ing new grids for the Fred Fish Memorial Award.  

 

 

“I hear the beeping of the movement.” And MIKE with my direction parks 
the 35,000 pound lift on my driveway. I say BRB I’m going to get my 
tools, and he says here you go? Oh you’re not going up? NAW… So Up I 
went, he filmed the whole thing streaming it to his wife back at home in 
North Carolina… His wife goes you’re letting some gal you don’t know run 
the lift? He responds Sure, Iowa Farm girls all know how to run one of 
these things… I straighten the 6m out, tightened it up and handed him a 
token of my appreciation. Nice Gentleman, and What a nice machine. I’m 
going to need to get me one of those someday…  

 

Erika Ostlund K0DD  
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KB0EO 6 meter DXCC  
 

Dan Soderlund – KB0EO  

Our Members Say 
Summer “Soapbox” (cont.) 



 

 

 
Most DXers are familiar with the Inter-
national DX Convention held every spring 
in Visalia CA, and some of our members 
have made the trip out there to attend.  
I have heard it described as “Dayton 
without the flea market and shack-on-a-
belt guys” and I fully intend to get out 
there one of these years.  Fortunately, 
we have something very similar much closer to home.  

W9DXCC was started in 1953 by W9KA and W9NN.  They sent cards to every W9 
ham on the DXCC list and booked the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Chicago.  
The first convention had an attendance of 33 and it has been growing ever 
since.  The Northern Illinois DX Association took over W9DXCC in 1976 and 
has been running it for the past 50 years.  

The convention has moved around a bit over the years and is now held at a 
Marriott in the far western suburb of Naperville.  Dates for this year 
are 11 & 12 September.  Naperville is an easy six hour drive from the 
Cities down I-94 and I-90.  Highlights of this year’s program include 
presentations on young DXpeditioners by W6IZT, the unattended operation 
on Desecheo by NP3G, and 3Y0K by W9AP.  There are also some interesting 
looking technical presentations by W0GJ and K9EL.  The main convention 
presentations run all day on Saturday while Friday has DX and Contest 
University with presentations geared to those who are newer to these ac-
tivities.  Manufacturers exhibits include both Elecraft and Flex showing 
off their goodies with representatives available to answer questions.  
There is a banquet on Saturday evening and a hospitality suite both Fri-
day and Saturday nights.  

I try to go every year and always have a great time. Hope to see some of 
you there.  

 

https://w9dxcc.com/   
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W9DXCC 
By Mike Cezak, W0VTT 



 

 

 As an amateur radio operator and DX enthusi-
ast, you may find Dream Big and Dare to Fail 
especially interesting because it is much more 
than a collection of travel stories. Written 
by Cezar Trifu, VE3LYC, the book details his 
Islands on the Air (IOTA) expeditions to some 
of the world's most remote and difficult is-
land locations, many of which ranked among the 
most wanted island groups by  IOTA chasers and 
DXers.  

 I was honored to have Cezar on a podcast all 
about the activation of Pajaros Rocks, SA-100. 
By the time we were finished, I realized that 
the podcast was about more than a single expe-
dition! (https://youtu.be/8NgjQxgaT9I )  

 Cezar was an engaging and energetic guest. I felt compelled to learn as 
much about him as I could, and, as a result, the Islands on the Air pro-
gram (IOTA) which I subsequently joined. I felt I needed to learn much 
more about anyone who would get me this excited about their activities. 
So, I purchased a copy of “Dream Big and Dare to Fail.”  
 “This book is addressed to all radio amateurs, chasers and activators 
alike. It will take you through the voyages I carried out as a solo oper-
ator or team member of various radio expeditions, from the Arctic to the 
Sub-Antarctic regions. You will join me along each journey and discover 
the challenges encountered in bringing on the air remote islands belong-
ing to 25 IOTA references, 19 of which ranked in the Top #30 on the IOTA 
Most Wanted List out of 1136 groups activated to date. Apart from its 
documentary aspect I wished to provide, I hope that its reading will en-
courage everyone to pursue his/her own adventure dream, whichever may be, 
and strengthen his/her resolve in coping with all the ups and downs that 
it may entail. This project also gave me a new opportunity to acknowledge 
many of those who helped me bring my own adventure dreams to life.”  
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Book Review: Dream Big and Dare to Fail1 
 

By Cezar, VE3LYC. Book Review by AJ8B— Bill 



 

 

 

  Cezar wrote this explanation and he was 100% correct. I was somewhat 
ignorant to the IOTA program, but after talking to Cezar and then reading 
this book, I came to realize that Cezar was describing 25 mini-
DXpeditions. Many of them had all the complexities, challenges, and dan-
gers as any other DXpeditions, just on a smaller scale.  

 

Overview  

 In Dream Big and Dare to 
Fail, Cezar invites readers 
into the world of high-risk 
DXpeditioning and IOTA acti-
vation, recounting twenty-
five major expeditions to 
remote islands spanning the 
Arctic to the Sub-Antarctic 
regions. The book combines 
adventure narrative, logis-
tical planning, technical 
radio operations, and per-
sonal reflection into a highly engaging account of what it takes to acti-
vate rare island locations.   
 Each chapter focuses on a specific expedition, detailing not only the 
operating successes but also the setbacks, challenges, and moments when 
failure seemed inevitable. Rather than presenting a polished story of un-
interrupted success, Cezar openly shares the mistakes, uncertainties, and 
perseverance that shaped his accomplishments. This honestly is one of the 
book's greatest strengths and makes me feel that I can do this also!   
 The title itself summarizes the book's central theme. Cezar encourages 
readers to pursue ambitious goals despite uncertainty. Although the sto-
ries revolve around amateur radio, the lessons are for everyone. The book 
demonstrates that meaningful achievements often require embracing risk 
and accepting the possibility of failure.   
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Dream Big and Dare to Fail (cont.) 



 

 

Authentic Storytelling  

 This book is great because it feels genuine. Cezar writes as both an 
accomplished DXpeditioner, IOTA activator, and an ordinary amateur radio 
operator pursuing extraordinary goals. Readers experience the uncertainty 
of travel to isolated locations, the challenges of weather and transpor-
tation, and the thrill of finally putting a rare location on the air. 
Cezar recounts a morning when he was on Polar Bear Island and his guide 
came in to say good-bye! Cezar was caught off guard. His guide left a ri-
fle and several rounds with him for the bears. The guide cautioned him to 
wait until the bear was 6 to 10 feet away before shooting! You could feel 
the concern and nervousness that Cezar felt. However, you also sense his 
determination as he went ahead making QSOs; never encountering a bear; at 
least not that evening!  

Valuable Lessons for DXers  

 Experienced DXers will appreciate the operational insights woven 
throughout the narrative. The book covers planning, transportation, per-
mits, equipment choices, interaction with local communities, and count-
less details that can make or break an expedition. The book provides 
practical insights into every stage of the DXpedition process.   

Exceptional Photography and Production Quality  

 Numerous color photographs are used throughout the book, helping read-
ers visualize the rugged environments, remote islands, and operating con-
ditions.   
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Dream Big and Dare to Fail (cont.) 



 

 

Overall Impression 

 Dream Big and Dare to Fail succeeds on several levels. It is an adven-
ture story, a DXpedition handbook, a travel memoir, and a motivational 
book all at once. What makes it memorable is not simply the rarity of the 
islands activated, but the author's willingness to reveal the persis-
tence, preparation, and resilience required to achieve those activations.  
 I highly recommend this book for radio amateurs, particularly DXers and 
IOTA enthusiasts. It captures the spirit of amateur radio exploration and 
reminded me that the greatest rewards often come from attempting diffi-
cult things, even when success is uncertain.   
 I was not sure of the best way to present the book in a review, so I 
decided to highlight the categories that I felt Cezar tried to represent.   

1. Reaching Remote and Isolated Islands  

 Long and complex travel routes.  

 Limited transportation options.  

 Dependence on boats, charter flights, and local transport.  

 Difficult access to islands rarely visited by anyone, let alone radio 
operators.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Harsh Weather and Environmental Conditions  

 Arctic cold and severe weather.   

 Exposure to wind, storms, rain, and rough seas.  

 Short operating windows due to changing conditions.  

 Survival and comfort challenges while operating in remote locations.   
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Dream Big and Dare to Fail (cont.) 



 

 

3. Logistics and Expedition Planning  

 Transporting radio equipment, antennas, generators, and supplies.  

 Coordinating permits and local approvals.  

 Managing budgets and limited resources.  

 Ensuring everything arrives at remote locations intact and on  
schedule.  

 

4. Equipment Deployment  

 Setting up stations under difficult field conditions.  

 Erecting antennas where terrain or weather made installation challeng-
ing.  

 Maintaining reliable power and station operation far from infrastruc-
ture.  

 Dealing with failures and unexpected technical problems.   
 

 5. Interactions with Local Communities and Authorities  

 Working with residents, guides, and transportation providers.  

 Adapting to cultural and language differences.  
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Dream Big and Dare to Fail (cont.) 



 

 

 Obtaining permissions needed to operate from protected or restricted 
areas.  

 Building relationships that could determine whether an expedition suc-
ceeds or fails.   

 

6. Operating Under Uncertainty  

 Weather delays.  

 Transportation cancellations.  

 Equipment problems.  

 Unforeseen obstacles that threatened the goals of an expedition.  

 The possibility that months of preparation might result in little or 
no operating time.   

 

7. Psychological Challenges  

 Working alone on some expeditions.  

 Maintaining motivation when plans unravel.  

 Handling disappointment and setbacks.  

 Continuing despite the real possibility of failure, which is reflected 
in the book's title.   

 
My Summary  

 The main lesson of the book that I came away with is that success in 
expeditioning requires accepting uncertainty and learning from setbacks. 
Cezar emphasizes that ambitious goals inevitably involve obstacles, and 
that perseverance through failures and near-failures is often what makes 
eventual success possible.   
 For DXers, especially those interested in DXpeditions and IOTA activa-
tions, the book serves as a practical case study in managing risk, logis-
tics, and perseverance while pursuing rare and challenging operating op-
portunities.   

 
1 https://ve3lyc-book.weebly.com/   
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Dream Big and Dare to Fail (cont.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 By Sean Reed-Team Doctor  

 

 After many attempts to activate this remote island Ken and company got 
it right. Helicopter is the only way to really access the island and set 
up! Their pilots were extremely professional with over 20 trips, even de-
livering pizza to the operators. The weather for the most part was very 
cooperative. You can see that the camp set up went flawlessly and the an-
tennas included yagis, not merely verticals. They had back up equipment 
and kept several QRO stations going 24/7. 
 Congratulations to the team for knocking this one out of the park! Here 
is an account by the team’s doctor, Sean Reed: 
 Bouvet Island is an uninhabited subantarctic volcanic island and de-
pendency of Norway situated at the southern edge of the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge. It is the world’s most remote island. Bouvet lies 1,700 km north 
of Antarctica, 1,845 km south of Gough Island, and 2,520 km south-
southwest of the coast of South Africa. It has an area of 49 km2, 93% of 
which is covered by a glacier. 
 Landing on the island is very difficult, as it normally experiences 
high seas, constant winds and features a steep coast. 
 Bouvet Island was first sighted on January 1, 1739, by the French ex-
plorer Jean-Baptiste Charles Bouvet de Lozier. Due to the imposing cliffs 
and challenging weather conditions, he was unable to land on Bouvet. The 
first confirmed landing on Bouvet Island happened much later, on   
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This Article originally appeared in the NorthWest 
Indiana DX Club Newsletter, September 2026, and is 

reprinted here with their permission. 



 

 

 

December 2, 1825, by British sealer George Norris who claimed the island 
for the United Kingdom. On December 1st, 1927 the Norwegians landed on 
the island claiming it for Norway and the British after taking into con-
sideration how useless the island is, relinquished their claim. 
 I love visiting remote places and so looked for ways to visit Bouvet 
Island. I found that there has been at least one successful tourist land-
ing in 2006 with Oceanwide Expeditions and a couple of Ham Radio operator 
expeditions that had made it onto the island (1989 and 2023). There were 
also a number of expeditions/trips that made it to Bouvet but were unable 
to land (Oceanwide in 2015 and Ham radio operators in 2018). In 2012 
Olavtoppen, Bouvet’s highest peak, was summated by 9 climbers. The Norwe-
gians have spent some summers studying the island from a prefabricated 
weather station but haven’t been on Bouvet in years. Visits are infre-
quent putting the total visitors to step foot on Bouvet between 100-200 
people. 
 I found a website of a Ham Radio expedition leaving for Bouvet Island 
on February 1, 2026 by using ChatGpt. I recently finished my Emergency 
Medicine Physician training and so emailed the expedition leadership ask-
ing them if they wanted a doctor to join them. They did ask for a sub-
stantial financial contribution as they didn’t have enough funds to cover 
the 1.7 million USD cost of the expedition. I wired them my portion and 
excitedly took the position of team doctor. 
 After a 3 week delay on February 21st, 2026 we set sail from Cape Town 
on a medium sized icebreaker ship, the Argus. We were 12 ship crew, 3 
helicopter pilots/mechanic, 14 Ham radio operators and 7 “support” team 
that included polar region wilderness experts. We spent 7 days on rough 
oceans with 5-10 meter waves before arriving at Bouvet. After waiting a 
day for a weather window, 7 of our group were able to land on the south-
east corner of Bouvet called Kapp Fie via helicopter before the weather 
window closed. We had to wait another 2 days for another weather window 
to be able to land the rest of the team/equipment. I was in the second 
group and found the first group to be cold, wet and battered as they did-
n’t have enough time to adequately set up camp before bad weather hit 
them. With our entire team now on the island we were able to put up the 
rest of camp (total 5 large tents and 5 small tents), eleven Ham radio 
antennas and then hunkered down for the next 14 days. We had multiple 
days of up to 70 mph (60 knots) winds and -2 to 4 degree Celsius weather. 
There was frequent rain and fog that would soak us. We did have one nice 
weather day while on Bouvet allowing everyone to take a helicopter ride 
around or over the island. I landed briefly on the top of Bouvet during 
my helicopter ride.  
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 Four people in our group had taken a sailboat to Bouvet in 2023 on the 
last Ham Radio expedition. They had to swim to the island as they did not 
have a helicopter. They noted big changes to Kapp Fie. The glacier had 
receded a considerable amount and over a thousand Antarctic fur seals had 
moved up the mountain onto the newly exposed terrain. There were at least 
a hundred chinstrap and king penguins as well.  

 
 Above camp there was a small lake where giant petrels liked to bathe. 
There was over a kilometer of exposed rock behind the camp I was able to 
explore on days when the winds weren’t too strong. We found two pieces of 
wood with a nail in them. No idea how they got there. We ventured a lit-
tle onto the glacier but not too far due to fear of crevasses. 

 
 The Ham Radio operators managed to make 102,000 radio contacts with 
people around the world. I spent my days either watching wildlife, help-
ing in camp or hiding from the weather. We had occasional ice bergs float 
by. Day 15 and 16 on the island we were able to pack up camp and get eve-
ryone back to the ship before a large storm hit the island. It’s only 
taking us five days to get back to Cape Town as the seas have been good. 

 
 At times Bouvet Island felt like a prison because there was no way off 
of it and the nearest humans were at least 1000 km away. It was a special 
experience though watching the animals on the beach and seeing the cold 
ocean stretch off into the horizon knowing that this is one of the few 
places untouched by civilization left in the world. Raw nature where no 
one is coming to help you (because no one can) if anything goes wrong. 

 Our group was awesome. We started our adventure as strangers and fortu-
nately left as friends.  

 From the medical perspective everything was good minus some sea sick-
ness, diarrhea and a couple small scratches. Our helicopter pilots (who 
have worked in Antarctica, Nepal, South Sudan, etc.) reported this as 
their scariest and toughest flying job. 

 
 Bouvet island is remote and desolate. Its challenging weather and poor 
accessibility are fitting for the most remote island in the world. If you 
want to visit you will need to get permission to visit from the Norwegian 
Polar Institute and then charter your own boat that is capable of han-
dling the rough conditions of the Southern Ocean.  

Good luck. It’s a true adventure.  
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WhatsApp for Amateur Radio Operators  

 Most of us carry smart phones and know that it is one of the most use-
ful tools for supporting your amateur radio activities. So how can we 
take advantage of this? 

 

 

 

 

 

What is WhatsApp? 

 WhatsApp is a free Internet-based messaging and calling application 
that helps amateur radio operators coordinate activities, share DX infor-
mation, organize events, mentor new hams, and stay connected with fellow 
operators. It is platform independent meaning that it looks and operates 
the same whether you are talking to iPhone users, Android users, or desk-
top users.  
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In the course of handling emails for the DX Mentor podcast,  

I have gotten several emails asking about WhatsApp. What is  

it for? How is it used? Why not just use your cell phone to 

stay in touch? I thought that a quick article might explain 

some of these questions. 

by AJ8B— Bill 



 

 

Why Should Amateur Radio Operators Care?  

 While WhatsApp is not amateur radio, it is an excellent companion tool 
that helps operators coordinate activities before, during, and after be-
ing on the air. Think of it as a modern version of the telephone tree 
that many clubs used years ago.  

 One of the features that I use quite a bit is the ability to set up a 
Group. The group contains a specified set of users that can communicate 
amongst themselves. Groups that I currently have are SWODXA, 
SWODXA_Officers, TCDXA, TCDXA_Editors, and 3Y0K_Pilots.  

What are some practical Uses for Hams?  

1. DX Spotting and Alerts  

 A club's WhatsApp group can quickly notify members when a rare DX sta-
tion appears. Example: "5W1SA Samoa is on 17M CW working NA now!"  

 Within seconds, everyone in the group sees the alert. This can be espe-
cially useful when members are away from their radio stations and need 
quick notification on their phones. Hamalert and DXLab can perform this 
function also but its use varies across platforms.  

2. Contest Team Coordination  

Multi-operator contest stations can use WhatsApp to:  

  Coordinate operator schedules  

  Share propagation observations  

  Alert team members to equipment issues  

  Communicate if Internet-based logging services fail  

Example: "20 meters just opened to Europe. Move an operator there."  
 

3. Club Communications  

Local clubs can create a WhatsApp group for:  

  Meeting reminders  

  Event announcements  
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 Volunteer coordination  

 Field Day planning  

 VE session updates  

 Instead of sending dozens of emails, one message reaches everyone in-
stantly.  
 

4. Sharing Station Photos and Technical Information   

WhatsApp makes it easy to share:  

  Antenna designs  

  Wiring diagrams  

  Equipment photos  

  Software screenshots  

  Repair advice  

  A picture of a feed-point or antenna installation often solves a prob-
lem faster than a lengthy description.  

 

5. Mentoring New Operators  

Many clubs have mentoring groups where newcomers can ask questions such 
as:  

  Which HF antenna should I build first?  

  How do I configure FT8?  

  What does this SWR reading mean?  

  When is the next license class?  

  

Experienced operators can respond immediately.  
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6. Traveling and DXpeditions  

 Operators traveling internationally often use WhatsApp because it works 
over Wi-Fi and cellular data almost anywhere in the world. This makes it 
useful for:  

  Coordinating with DXpedition teams  

  Pilots are now using WhatsApp to communicate between the pilot group 
and the DXpedition  

  Communicating with hosts and local operators  

  Sharing operating schedules  

  Posting station updates  

 

Benefits for our Club  

Fast - Messages arrive instantly.  

Simple - Most members already know how to use smartphone apps.  

Group-Oriented - Perfect for clubs, contest teams, emergency groups, and 
Field Day committees.  

Multimedia - Photos, videos, maps, and documents can be shared easily.  

 It is a free app, but, like any sharing app or tool, it must be used 
correctly. Below are some WhatsApp Safety Tips  

1. Control Who Can See Your Information— Review your privacy settings 
regularly. Limit who can see your profile photo, status, and last-seen 
information. Be cautious about sharing your phone number in large public 
groups.  

2. Verify New Contacts— Be careful when receiving messages from unknown 
individuals claiming to be hams. Confirm identities through known club 
members, QRZ, or established amateur radio contacts before sharing per-
sonal information.   

3. Be Careful with Group Invitations  - Join only trusted club, emergency 
communications, or contest groups. Remember that everyone in a WhatsApp 
group can typically see other members' phone numbers. 
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4. Think Before Sharing Location Information  - Avoid posting your home 
address or exact station location in public groups. When sharing portable 
operating locations, use discretion if equipment security may be a con-
cern.  

5. Protect Your Account  - Enable two-step verification. Use a strong de-
vice passcode, PIN, or biometric authentication. Keep your phone and apps 
updated.  

6. Be Careful with Shared Documents and Files  - Scan downloaded files 
when possible. Open only files from trusted operators and organizations. 
Be particularly cautious with executable files and unfamiliar attachents.  

7. Respect Club Rules  - Keep discussions relevant to the group's pur-
pose. Avoid excessive off-topic traffic during emergencies, Field Day, 
contests, or public service events. Remember that written messages can be 
forwarded and shared.  

8. Use Good Operating Etiquette— Just as amateur radio has operating 
practices and courtesy, WhatsApp groups benefit from:  

 Clear, concise messages  

 Avoiding unnecessary message floods  

 Using "Reply" to maintain context  

 Keeping alerts meaning-
ful and timely  
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TWIN CITY DX ASSOCIATION (TCDXA) 

CLUB FACT SHEET  
   

Who We Are: 
     The Twin City DX Association (TCDXA) is a 501(c) (3) non-profit amateur radio organization, whose members have an 
interest in DXing and in supporting the club mission: Dollars for DX.  Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation govern the club’s 
operation. 
 
Club Mission: 
     The club mission supports major DXpeditions with financial donations.  The source of operating income for this activity is 
an annual contribution (dues) of $25 from each member.  
  
DX Donation Policy: 
     The policy supports major DXpeditions that meet our requirements for financial sponsorship.  All requests must be ap-
proved by the Board of Directors.  Final approval is by vote of the full membership.  Over 70 DXpeditions have been spon-
sored since 1997.  Details are available on the website at:  http://www.tcdxa.org/sponsoreddxpedtions.html  
 
Club History: 
     The club was formed in the early 1970s by a small group of DXers from the Twin City area.  Over the years, the club has 
changed; most notably by opening its doors to anyone interested in DXing - from the casual to the very serious operator.  
Our membership now resides in numerous states and several countries.      
 
Requirements for Membership  
     We welcome all hams who have an interest in DXing and hold a valid FCC Amateur Radio License.  It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re a newcomer, or an old-timer to DXing; everyone is welcome! 
 
Meetings: 
     The club meets on the third Monday of each month (except July & August) at PUB 42 Restaurant in New Hope, MN.  
Members gather early in the bar for Happy Hour, and move into a private room at 5:00pm for dinner and a short business 
agenda, followed by a program.  If you enjoy a night out on the town with friends, you’ll enjoy this get together.  Meeting 
attendance is NOT a requirement for membership.  
 
Club Officers: 
     Four officers, plus one additional member make up the Board of Directors; currently: Bert Benjaminson, WBØN, Presi-
dent & Director, wb0n@yahoo.com , Vice President & Director, Tom Weigel, AB0J, Secretary/Treasurer & Director, Mark 
Johns, K0JM, Mike Cizek, WØVTT, Director & DX Grant Manager and Doug Arntson, K0PX Director. 
 
Website: 

     We maintain a website at www.TCDXA.org that provides information about a variety of subjects related to the club and 
DXing,  The site is maintained by our webmaster Pat Cain, KØPC. 
  
Newsletter: 
     The Gray Line Report is the club newsletter, which is published on a quarterly basis.  We’re proud of the fact that 99% 
of the content is “homegrown” – written by our members.  Past issues are on the website at:  

http://www.tcdxa.org/newsletter.html. 
  
How to Become a Member: 
     An application for membership can be completed and submitted online, or printed and mailed in.  

(See http://www.tcdxa.org/Application.html )  Contributions may be made by check or via the PayPal link on the homepage at 

www.TCDXA.org.   
 
Visit us at a Meeting:   

 You are most welcome to attend a meeting, and look us over, before joining.  Meetings are held at the PUB 42 Restau-

rant at 7600 Avenue North in New Hope (http://pub42.com/ ).  Join us for happy hour at 4:00pm with dinner at 5:30pm, fol-
lowed by the meeting at 6:30pm. 
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VKØIR 
ZL9CI 
A52A 
T33C 
3B9C 
TX9 

CP6CW 
3YØX 
K7C 

5A7A 
VU4AN 
VU7RG 

VK9DWX 
S9OK 
TN8K 

XU7MWA 
S21EA 
J2ØRR 
J2ØMM 
BS7H 
N8S 

3B7SP 
3B7C 
5JØA 
K5P 

FT4JA 
PZ5W 
ZL9A 

ZL7/K5WE 
3Y0J 
CY9C 

TCDXA DX DONATION POLICY 
 

  The mission of TCDXA is to support DXing and major DXPeditions by providing 
funding.  Annual contributions (dues) from members are the major source of funding. 
  
 A funding request from the organizers of a planned DXPedition should be directed to 
the DX Donation Manager, Mike Cizek, WØVTT. He and the TCDXA Board of Directors 
will judge how well the DXPedition plans meet key considerations (see below). 
 
 If the Board of Directors deems the DXPedition to be worthy of support, a recommend-
ed funding amount is presented to the membership for their vote.  If approved, the 
TCDXA Treasurer will process the funding.. 
 
              Key Considerations for a DXPedition Funding Request 
  
   DXPedition destination         Website with logos of club sponsors 
   Ranking on Most Wanted Survey      QSLs with logos of club sponsors 
   Most wanted ranking by TCDXA Members  Online logs and pilot stations 
   Logistics and transportation costs      Up front cost to each operator 
   Number of operators and their credentials   Support by NCDXF & other clubs 
   Number of stations on the air       LoTW log submissions 
   Bands, modes and duration of operation   Previous operations by same group 
   Equipment: antennas, radios, amps, etc.   Valid license and DXCC approval 
   Stateside and/or foreign QSL manager    Donation address: USA and/or foreign  

          
   
    

 To 
join 

TCDXA, go to http://tcdxa.org/ 
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